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| Previous Vote bein PUR, it carricd for the fir /t Queſtion to by 


Fa 


"Willtan Capobell, Winifters ; with Alexander Lye! from the Seffion 


unanimouſly continued in the Chair; and Mr. Ci was choſea 


„ = ben  Yodts wean Yd a% iu. 


ACT, aſertins the Conſtitution and Rights of the Aſſiciate H- 
nod, according to previous Gontendings for the ſame. 
; 5 | ' 

N Hereas, at the A ſternoon's: Se lerunt, on Wedneſday this 
VV Week, when the Syd was going to reſume the Affair 
about their Sentence in April laſt Year, concerning a Religious 
Claufz of ſome Burgeſs Oaths, it was moved, That they ſhould 
proceed according to due Order, in calling for the Megjons of 
Protelt againſt that Sentence, with the Anſwers to ſaid Reaſons, 
for having them read ana conſidered ; hereupon the Brethren 
engaged in that Proteſt, propoſed and infiſted .for a Vote upon 
the following Queſtion, vis. Whether the Deciſion anent 
* the Religious Clauſe in ſome Burgeſs Oaths, paſſed by this 
« Synod in April 1746, ſnall now or afterwards he made a Term 
ce of Miniſterial and Chriſtian Communion, ay and until the 
making of the ſame to be fo, ſhall be referred by way of Over- 
ture unto Presbyteries and Kirk-Seſſions, in order to their giv- 
ing their Judgment thercanent ; that fo there may, in the 
„ mean Time, be a friendly Dealing among the Members of 
« this Synod with one another, in a Way of Conference and 
“ Prayer, in order to their coming, through the Lord's Pity, tc 
&« ſee Eye to Eye in the Matter of the ic Religious Clauſe; . or 
* not?” And after long inſiſting for a Vote upon ſaid Queſtion, 
it was with Difficulty obtained, that, this other Queſtion ſhould 
be oppoſed unto the ſame, for a previous Vote, vis. © Proceed 
& to call for the Reaſons of Proteſt, and the Anſwers thereto, for 
having them read7and conſidered, or not“? And then the 


voted ; whereupon Mr, Gampie!l Diss ENTE p from faid Reſo/u- 
ion; to which Diſſent Mr, Thomas Mair adhercd, with a crav- 
ing that the Dogr might be open at next Sederunt, for his carrying 


this Teſtimony anther,” as he ſhould ſee Canſay7to which Dil: 


Ent and Cravil + Mr. Moncrieff adhered ; and thus the, Synod ads 
grned till Thur Jaap Torenoo nn © -..? 
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after which, and the forefaid Queſtion having been much inſiſted 
upon by the Brethren' of the Proteſt, and another Elder, for 
coming to a Vote, Mr. Gib gave in the following PROTEST 4- 
TioN with an Inſtrument, viz. | 

« Whereas this Reverend Synod did Veſternight reſolve by a 
Vote, that, inſtead of procceding to cal! for the Reuſors of Pro- 
2) this e teſtation, againſt their Sentence in April 1746, about a Re- 
Affair I ligious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oathe, with the Anfers to ſaid 
ligious , Reaſons, for being read and confidered, they would proceed 
ſhould « unto a Vote, upon the following Queſtion, viz. Whether the 
ons ol I Deciſion anent the Religions Clauſe in ſome Burge/s-Oaths, pajjed 
eaſons, I by this Synod in April 1746, ſhall now or afierwards be malie a 
et hren Ie Term of Miniſterial and Chriſliuu Communion, ay and until the 
: upon W4 making of the ſame to le ſo, ſhall be referred by way of Overture 

anent W# yn; Presbyteries and Kirk-Seſſins, in order ts their giving their 
y this. Tulgment thereanert ; that ſi there may. in the mean Time, be. a 
Term W* frrenily dealing among the embers af this Synod with one an- 
til the W* ther, in a Way of Gonference and Prayer, in order to their com- 
Over ing. trough the Lord's Pity, to fee He to Eye in the Matter 
Ir g1V-W* of the ſaid Religious Clutye, or nt? And whereas the putting 
in theW the ſoreſaid Queſtion to a Vite, is {till and at great Length in- 
bers of, ſiſted for, according to the Re/olution Yeſternight; I Adam 
ce and Gib, Miniſter of the Goſpel in the Aſſociate Congregation at 
ity,. to WF Edinburgh, do hereby, in mine own Name, and the Name of 
iſe ; of all in this Synod, who ſhall herein adhere unio me, PRo- 
eeſtion, . Tx 57 againſt putting the ſoreſaid Queſtion to a Vote, and 
ſhould Ws and that it ought to be thrown ſimpliciter out of the Minutes, 
roceed W* with all that has paſſed thereupon ; that ſo the Synod may pro- 
to, for Ie ceed regularly in their proper Buſineſs : Becauſe this Quef- 
en the Ws tion was irregularly thrift in upon the Synod at firſt, and has 
to beg“ been all along irregularly puſbed, unto the turning them aſide 
Keſolu-WF from their proper Buſineſs and Duty: And becauſe the 
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crav-W Queſtion proceeds upon a Reſolution of Veſternight, ſuppreſ- 
ur y ing ling proper Light about the Subject of the 7 to be had 
h Dil from a Conſideration of the above-mentioned Reaſons and Au, 
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N. EY 4 | 9 aſſerting the Conflitution | 
[3 . Inpoſi ng upon and perverting the Judgment of Members; E 
'* ing the manifeſt Scope thereof, as laid and inſiſted upon, is, tt 
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Duty upon this Affair: And becaule this Queſtion is for in 


** lawful Deciſion of Synod, upon a Controverſy of Faith ani 


dictory Oaths; one homolegating all, the publick Deſoction 


Nr. Fest, declared Adherence, all thereupon taking Inſtru 


that fo there mey, in the mean Time, be a friendly d cating 29 


- ſhall hercin adhere unto me, PROTEST, that this Meeting is 


25 ' 3. gig 9 of the Aſfciate Synod IN THIS STEP: Be: 


« ſet the Names and Pleaſure of Men in the Room of Truth ai 
% troducing a ſinful and dangerous Iunovation, of ſubjecting thy 


* Caſeof Conſcience, unto the Conſultation of inferior Judicature: 
* particularly Xirt-Seſſons: And becauſe an Affirmative upo 
* this Queſtion muſt run upon a Toleration- Scheme, in direct Or 
e poſition to the Lord's Word, and Precbyterian Principles; by 
* judicially allowing of, at leaſt for a Time, the ſwearing control 


{ 


81 


and Corruptions of the Day, which we teſtify againſt, and thi 
other condemning all theſe, as Grounds of the Lord's Contro 
** verſy to be teſtified againſt : With other Reaſons that ma 
* be added in due Time: And proteſting for Liberty to en 
large upon the foreſaid with other Reaſons, and to carry en thi 
gs ellimony as 1 ſhall find my ſelf in Duty and Conſcience o 
„ bliged, I hereupon take Inſtruments:? To which Proteſta 
tion, all the Miniſters here preſent, except Mr. Matthew and 
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ments; and then, after ſome Reaſoning, the Synod adjourned 
till Night : 

And whereas, at that Se/erunt, the Queſtion was reſumed and 
inſiſted upon as before ; when it was juſt coming to a Vote, Mr, 
LHoncrieſ gave in the following PRO TF. STATION, with a 
Inſtrument,” iz. | | N 
„ Whercas, notwithſtanding of Proteſtation regularly entered 
to the contrary, the Reverend Synod is going on to a Vote 
upon this Queſtion, viz. WWizther the Deciſion anent the reli 
% gious Clauſe in foe Burgeſs Oaths, pa fed by this Synod in 
April 235 ſhatl now or afterwards be male a Term of Miri: 
* fterial and Chriſtian Communion, y and until the making of 1! toe ſum: 
* to be ſo, all be refer ret by May of Qrerture wits Presbyteries ai 
Kirk-Seflns, in order to their giving their Judgment thereanent; 


«the net of this Synad with one ang hier, in a Way 4. Gonfer: 
ence and Prayer, in order to their comin „ through the Lord's 
„Pig, to ſee Eye to Eye inthe Matter of the - ſaid religious Clauſe 
or wt? I Alexander Moncrieff, Miniſter of the Goſpel a 
Abver nethy, do, in mine own Name, and in Name of all who 


© not, nor ought to be held and repute, a due and lawfiully Cofit: 
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is alſo Mr. William Mair, all chereupon taking Inſtruments: 


in audible Voice, the following DECLARATION and PRO. 


and Rights of the Aſſociate Synod. e 
cauſe they are proceeding upon a Reſolution of Yeſternight, - 
which ſuppreſſes proper Light upon the Subject af the Queſti- 
on, while many Members were never preſent at any judicial 
Examination thereof, and ſome have been complaining, that 
they are precluded from neceſſary Acquaintance therewith : 8 
And becauſe, notwithſtanding of much inſiſting to the con- 
trary, the Members proteſting againſt the Sentence of Synod in 
April 1746, who are neceſſarily and directly Parties upon the 
Queſtion, are ſuſtaining themſelves Judges for voting in it: 
And proteſting for Liberty to enlarge the above Reaſons, and 
to carry on this Teſtimony as I ſhall find myſelf in Duty and = 
© Conſcience obliged, I hereupoa take Inſtruments:“ To which 
Proteſtation all Members here preſeyt, except William Hender- . 
in, who was abſent through Indiſpòſition, declared Adherence, 
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Aſter which, the Queſtion being put to Vote, and carried to a * 
Leſelution in the Aflrmative, Mr. Thomas Mair did read with 
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ESTA TION, 012. ml + | 55 
« Whereas this Meeting of Synod have now paſſed a Vote 
and made a Reſolution upon the Affirmative of that Queſtion 
which has bcen inlifted upon, in Oppolnion to a proceeding 
unto the Reaſons of Proteſt againſt the Sentence of Synod in 
April 1746, with the Anſwers to ſaid Reafons ; and conſider- 
ing the two Proteſtations which have been entered this Day. 
concerning that Affair; and conſidering that, by the foreſaid 
Step; this Meeting of Synod have materialy dropt the whoie 
* Teitimony among their Hands, a//9wtng of, at leaſt for a Time, 
* a material ABJURATION thereof: And conſidering that, 
* beſide a conſiderable Number of Elders, the Majority of Mi. 
* niſters in this Mecting, who are the proper Judges in a Con- 4 
troverſy of Faith and Cale of Conſcience, and who could be 
Judges in the preſent Controverſy, have been all along at this 
* Meeting contending far the proper Buſineſs and Duty of the. 
' Synod, in Oppoſition to the cortrary Torrent: Therefore I 
' Thomas Pair, Miniſter of the Gafpel at rel, do hereby DE. 
' CLARE and PROTEST, That the /awfu/ - Authority and 
* Power of the Alſeciate Sywd is DEVOLYVED upon, and muſt 
LIE in a conſtitute Meeting of the. fereſaid Members, Mi- 
* niſters and Elders, together with any other Members who ſhall 
cleave unto them, in a Way of conſeſſing what finful Steps / 
and Compliances they have fallen into upon this Occaſion: as 
bkewiſe I DECLARE and PROTEST,” That the forefaid ©. 
Members ought, in Duty to the Lord and his Heritage, W 
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"#6 impoſing upon and ferverting the Judgment of Members; ſee- 
'* ing the manifeſt Scope thereof, as laid and inſiſted upon, is, to 
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* verſy to be teſtified againſt : With other Reaſons that may 
be added in due Time: And proteſting for Liberty to en- 
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„ ſet the Names and Pleaſure of Men in the Room of Truth aud 
Duty upon this Affair: And becaule this Queſtion is for in- 
« troducing a finful and dangerous [znovation, of ſubjecting the 


* lawful Decifion of Synod, upon a Controverſy of Faith and 


Caſe of Conſcience, unto the Conſultation of inferi5r Judicatures, W* 
* particularly X:rk-Seffions : . And becauſe an Affirmative upon 
this Queſtion muſt run upon a Toleration- Scheme, in direct Op-W* 
* poſition to the Lord's Word, and FPresbyterian Principles; by 


* judicially allowing of, at leaſt for a Time, the ſwearing contra. 


* diftory Oaths; one homolegating all the publick Detections 
* and Corruptions of the Day, which we teſtify againſt, and the 
* other condemning all theſs, as Grounds of the Lord's Contro: 


* Jaige upon the foreſaid with other Reaſons, and to carry on this 
* Teltimony as I ſhall find my ſelf in Duty and Conſcience o- 
„ bliged, I hereupon take Inſtruments : ”-----T'o which Proteſta- WT 
tion, all the Miniſters here preſent, except Mr. Matthew and 


Nr. Sgt, declared Adherence, all thereupon taking Inftru-* 
ments; and then, after ſome Reaſoning, the Synod adjourned MW 


till Night : 

And whereas, at that Se/erunt, the Queſtion was reſumed and 
inſiſted upon as before; when it was juſt coming to a Vote, Mr, 
Moncrieſ gave in the following PROTESTATION, with an 


Inſtrument, viz. | 
„% Whercas, notwithſtanding of Proteſtation regularly entered. 
to the contrary, the Reverend Synod is going on to a Vote 
upon this Quellion, viz. Whether the Deciſion anent the reli, 
gious Clauſe in ſome Burgeſs Oaths, paſſed by this Synod in 
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April 1746, ſhall now or afterwards be made a Term of Mini: 


* fterial and Chriſtian Communion, &y and until the making of the ſam 
* to be ſo, thall be refer rei by Way of Querture unto Presbyteries ard 
* Kirk-Se//ions, in order to their giving their Judgment thgreanents 
* that ſi there may, in the mean Time, be a friendly dealing among 
* the Members of this Synad with one angther, in a Way of Confer: 
ence and Prayer, in order to their coming, through the Lord's 
* Pity, to ſee Eye to Eje in the Matter of the ſuid religious Clauſe, 
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or net ? I Alexander Moncrieff, Miniſter of the Goſpel 2 
Abvernethy, do, in mine own Name, and in Name of all wha 
ſhall herein adhere unto me, PROTEST, that this Meeting i 


. * not, nor ought to be held and repute, a due and lawfully conifit 


/ * tute [Heeting of the Aſfeciate Synod 1N THIS STEP: 1 
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a material ABJURATION thereof: And conſidering that, 


SEE 


and Riphts of the Aſſociate Synod, )  -— $* -| 
« cauſe they are proceeding upon a Reſolution of Yeſterpight, - 
« which ſuppreſſes proper Light upon the Subject af the Queſti: 
« on, while many Members were never preſent at any judicial 
« Examination thereof, and ſome have been complaining, that 
« they are precluded from neceſſary Acquaintance therewith : . 
« And becauſe, notwithſtanding of much inſiſting to the con- 
« trary, the Members proteſting againſt the Sentence of Synod in 
« April 1746, who are neceſſarily and directly Parties upon the ©. 
« Queſtion, are ſuſtaining themſelves Judges for voting in it: 

« And proteſting for Libcrty to enlarge the above Reaſons, and 
to carry on this Teſtimony as I ſhall find myſelf in Duty and. 


*. Conſcience obliged, I hereupoa 0 Inſtruments :” To which 
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Proteſtation all Members here prefeyt, except William Hender- . 
in, who was abſent through Indiſpôſition, declared Adherence, 
as alſo Mr. William Mair, all thereupon taking Inſtruments: 
Aſter which, the Queſtion being put to Vote, and carried to a. 
Neſolution in the Aifirmative, Mr. Thomas Mair did read with . | 
an audible Voice, the following DECLARATION and PRO- 
TESTATION, I. „ | 
 * Whereas this Meeting of Synod have now paſſed a Vote 
and made a Reſolution upon the Afirmative of that Queſtion 
which has been inſiſted upon, in Oppoſition to a proceeding 
unto the Reaſons of Proteſt againſt the Sentence of Synod in 
April 1746, with the Anſwers to ſaid Reaſons ; and conſider- 
ing the two Proteſtations which have been entered this Day. 
concerning that Affair; and conſidering that, by the forefaid 
Step, this Meeting of Synod have matrerialy dropt the whote 
* Teſtimony among their Hands, allowing of, at leaſt for a Time, 
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belide a conſiderable Number of Elders, the Majority of Mi- 
niſters in this Mecting, who are the proper Judges in a Con- 
troverſy of Faith and Cale of Conſcience, and who could be 

Judges in the preſent Controverſy, have been all along at this bY 
Meeting contending far the proper Buſineſs and Duty of ie. 
* Synod, in Oppoſition to the contrary Torrent: Therefor 
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find the lawful Authority and Power of the Aſſociate Synod, th 


| ſociale Yu,, with the faid Authority and Power ; and, That 


ſition to the materia! dropping, and allowing of, at leaſt for 1 


Ns WE aferting the Conſtitution, Sc. 
« 1 + {> A; the Authority and Power of the Afociatl 
« Synod, lawfully and fully devolved upon them as abovg 
« and for this End, to meet To-morrow at ten of the Clock 
« Forenqon, in Mr. Gib's Houſe, that they may regularly em. 
« ter upon and proceed in the Buſineſs of the Synod ; | 

And whereas the Miniſters and Elders here preſent, are con. 
veencd in Conſequence of the forefaid DECLARATION ang 
PROTESTATION, the Meeting was conſtitute as a above. 

It was then propoſed by Way of Overture, © That the Synod 
« 'ſhouid, according to the ſorefaid Declaration and Proteſtatian 


« be lawfully and ſully devolved upon them, and lying among 
« their Hands; and themſelves the only /awfi! and righth con. 
« ſlitute Afficiate Synod with the ſaid Authority and Power; and 
„ obliged, in Duty to the Lord and his Heritage, to exerciſe the 
4 lame, tor ſupporting and carrying on the Teſtimony which 
„ide Lord has put iuto the Hands of the Aſſociate Synod, in Op. 
poſition to the Eri def ping, and allowing of. at leatt for a 
« Tirnc, a material Abjuration of this whole Teſtimony, by the 
* Reſolutions foreſaid, and the Method of carrying the ſame. ” 
. Whereupon, the ſaid Overture being read once and again; and 
after ſerious Deliveration, and Prayer by a Brother for Light and 
Direfiion in this Matter, the Queſtion was put, Approve of the 
faid Drerture, or mt? And it carried unanimoully © Approve ? 
Wherefore the Synod approve of this Overture; as they DID 
and hereby Do FIND, according to the foreſaid DE cr ARA 
TION and PRGIESTATION, That the — Authority and 
Pomer of the Aſſociate Synod, is lawfully and f wy DEVOLY- 
E D upon them, and LI Es among their Hands; That they are 
the. ONLY LAWFUL AND RIGHTLY CONSTITUTE 4: 


they are chlige, in Duty to the Lord and his Heritage, to exer: 
ci/e the ſame; for /upporting and carrying on th: Teſtimony which 
the Lord has put into the Hands of the Aſſociate Synod, in Oppo: 


Fine, a material ABJURATION of that whole Tettimony, by 
the KESOLUTIOAs foreſaid, anc the Method of carrying 
the fame. 
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Al farther ufſerting the Conſtitution, ce. 


dred and forty ſeven Years. 


CT, FURTHER ASSERTING the Conflitution and Rights 
of the Aſſociate Synod. fy 


„ what has been found at laſt Sederunt, for the Synod to 
* find, That none of the Minifters and Elders, preſently in a Way 
* of ſeparating from the Aſſociate Synod, through turning aſide 
« from the lawful Conſtitution thereof, and from the Teſtimony 
* among their Hands, ought or can return unto a Seat in this Sy- 
nod, but in the Way of confeſſing the ſinful Steps and Compli- 
ances which they have ſeverally fallen into, about the two e- 
* ſelutisns formerly mentioned, and the Method of carrying the 
* fame: And to find, That none of the Aſſociate Presbyteries, 
can be lawful in their Conſtitution or Proceedings, but in a 
Way of Subordination to this Synod : And to find, That none 
* of the Aſſociate Seſſions can be iawful in their Conſtitution or 
* Proceedings, but in a Way of Subordination to this Synod ; or 
at leaſt, in a Way of waiting, until the State of the preſent 
Caufe and Controverly ſhall be got laid particularly open un- 
to them: And to find, That only theſe Elders of the reſpec- 
tive Aſſociate Congregations, who ſhall be diſpoſed as above, 
together with a Miniſter in Subordination to this Synod, can 
make up the lawful and rightly conſtitute Seſſions in theſe 
Congregations : And, ſeeing the Majority of Miniſters in the 
Aſſociate Presbytery of Glaſgow have been active in carrying 
on the foreſaid Reſolutions, to find, That the faid Aſſociate 
' Presbytery of Glaſgow cannot be lawful in their Conſtitution or 
Proccedings, nor be lawfully acknowledged as ſuch, by an 
who are cleaving to the Lord's Cauſe and Teſtimony, until 
the faid Presbytery ſhall return unto that Cauſe and Teſtimony, 


in Subgrdination to this Synod : And to find, That none cf | 


tic Miaiſters and Elders foreſaid, ought or can return unto a 


Seat in either of the other two Aſſociate Presbyteries, nor to 
moderate or ſit in any Aſſociate Seiſions, but in the Way of 


confeſſing rhe ſinful Steps and Compliances which they have 
ſeverally fallen into, about the two Reſolutions forefaid, and 


the Method of carrying the fame: And to find, That none 
of the Probationers in the Scceſſion, ought or can lawfull | 
preach the Goſpel as Probationers, but in Subordination to 
but form 

e 


this Synod; nor take Appointments for that End, 


. 


7 ; vs 


Edinburgh, the Tenth Day of April, one Thouſand ſeven Hun- ; 


T was propoſed, by Way of Overture, © In conſequence of 


- * P a 26 
5 ' * 
a mY 
«4 * * * 
1 2» : * 7 
4 7 a * 8 . 1 
7 Y 
” x — , 
4 1. hu 
* 


— 


* 
- 
— — — —— 


— — —— — 


„rr a WAI 


x 


_ 


—_ wo ok 


1 ” 
© Ke, 
— — — — — — — 
—— — — 8 


— 


— — — - 2 
— — —— 


— — — > oa war — 


— —— — ö;J— ner — — — 
— Y — wh + ">, 
— 3 < th © 9 at * 
. «wh 5 rs 2 c 
< ho 2 


—— — 


$8 A further oferting the Cinſlitution, ke. 
« Presbyteries in due Subordination thereunto : And to fil 
That the young Men preſently on Trials before the Aſſeciaif 
« Presbytery of Glaſgow, for Licence to preach the Goſpel 
„ Probationers, ought to be remitted unto one or both of the 
ther two Aſſociate Presbyteries, for this Purpoſe : And as thi 
« ſoreſaid Miniiters and Elders are hereby invited and beſeeche 
« in brotherly Love, to return unto their Duty; fo to fin 
« That this Synod ought, in-due Time, and as the Lord {h: 
« clear their Way, to conſider upon calling them unto an 4 
count for their Conduct foreſaid, according to the Order an 
« Diſcipline of the Lord's Houſe; providing they {hall not retun 
to this Synod, in the Way of confeſſing the ſinful Steps and 
„ Compliances which they have ſeverally fallen into, as above.“ 
| Whereupon, the above Overture beng read over, and then the 
ſeveral Articles thereof being, one by one, read and ſeriouſh 
deliberated upon, and then the whole being again read over; a 
ter Prayer by a Brother for Light and Direction in this Matter, th 
Queſtion was put, Approve of ſuid Overture, or not? Andi 
carried unanimouſly Ap. o:: Wherefore the Synod approm 
of this Overture; as accordingly they pip and hereby pt 
F1ND, That none of the Miniſters and Elders, preſently in 
Way of ſeparating from the Aſſociate Synod, through turning aſit 
from the lawful Conſtitution thereof, and from the Teſtimony among 
their Hands, ought or can return unto a Seat in this Synod, but 
in the Way of confeſſing the ſinful Steps and Compliances whid 
they have ſeverally fallen into, about the tw9 Reſolutions former] 
mentioned, and the Method of carrying the fame: And the 
IN p, That none of the 4/ociate Presbyteries can be lawſul it 


their Conſtitution or Proceedings, but in a Way of "Subordinalf 


en to this Synod : And they FIN p, That none of the Aſſad 
ate Seſſions can be lawful in their Conſtitution or Proceeding 
but in a V of Subordinariom to this Synod ; or at leaſt, in 
May of waiting, until the State of the preſent Cauſe and Contr 
verſy ſhall be got laid particularly open unto them: And the 
FIND, That only theſe Elders of the reſpective Aſſociate Cong 
gations, who fhall be diſpoſed as above, together with 4 Minilt 
in Subordination to. this Synod, can make up the /awfu! 
rightly conſtitute Seſſions in theſe Congregations : And, feel 


the Majority of Miniſters in the Aſſociate Presbytery of Glaſod 


have been a#ive in carrying on the foreſaid Reſolutions, th 
* "FIND, That the ſaid Aſſociate Presbytery of Glaſgow cannot | 
law ful in their Conſtitution or Proceedings, nor be lawfully a 


* Eko ledged as ſuch, by any who tre cleaving to the Lord's Caul 


and Teſtimony, until the ſaid Presbytery ſhall return unto th 
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2 Waufe and Teſtimony, in Sibordination to this Synod : And they 
return untoa Seat in either of the other two Aſſociate Presbyteries, 
oſ confeſſing the ſiniſul Steps and Compliances which they bave 


Method of carrying the fame: And they FIND, That none of 


ſans of Proteft againſt their Sentence in April 1746, about a re 
ligious Clauſe of ſome Burgſes-Oaths, with the Arfwers 1d: theſs | Þ 


Miniſteria 


| Act firther aſſerting the Conſtitution, ec. 

bin p, That none of the Miniſters and Elders foreſaid ought orcan 
nor to moderate or ſit in any Aſſociate Seſſions, but in the Way 
ſeverally fallen into, about the two Reſolutions foreſaid, and the 


the Probatiiners in the Seceſſion ought or can lawfully preach the 
Goſpel as Probationers, but in Subordination to this Synod ; nor 
take Appointments for that End, but from Presbyteries in due 
Subordination thereunto: And they FIND; That the young 
Men preſently on Trials before the Aſſociate Presbytery of G %%, 
for Licence to preach the Goſpe! as Probationers, ought to be re- 
mitted unto one or both of the other two Aſſociate. Presbyteries, 
for this Purpoſe : And as the ſoreſaid Miniſters and Elders: are 
hereby invited and beſeeched, in brotherly Love; to return unto _ 
their Duty; fo the Synod F1ND, That they ought, in due Time, 
ard as the Lord ſhall clear their Way, to conſider upon calling '” 


Order and Diſcipline of the LoR D's Houſe; providing they 
ſhall not return to this Synod, in the Way of conſeſſing the ſin- 9 
fal Steps and Compliances which they have, ſeverally fallen in- 
to, as above. e ICE . IS 4 


Extrafted by | 
ADAM GI 5, Syn. Cls. p. t- 


At Edinburgh, the fifteenth Day of April, One. thouſand ſever... | 
hundred and forty ſeven Years. | =" HO 


ACT condemning the Reſblution made in Synod, on Wedneſday | 
' laſt Week: 1 17 hats 


REESE, on Wedneſday laſt Week, a Reſolution was made 
in Synod, that, inſtead of proceeding to call for the Rea- 


Reaſons, for being read and conſidered, they would proceed 
untoa Vote upon the following Queſtion, viz. Whether the De- 
ion anent the religions Clauſe in ſome eee, by-this 1 | 


4 


Synod in __ 1746, ſhall new or ofterwards'be made d Term "of -.Y 
and Chriſtian Communion, ay end until the making "ef 4 


1 10 Act condemning the firſl Reſolution. 
i! the ſame to be fo, ſhall be referred by Way of Overture unto Prechy. 
| teries and Kirk-Seſſions, in order to their giving their Judgmoy 
| thereanent ; that ſo there may, in the mean Time, be a friendy 
dealing among the Members of thi; Synod with one another, in 6 
| Way of Coiference and Prayer, in order to their coming, through the 
| Lord's Pity, to fee Eye to Eye in the Matter of the ſaid religiau 
| Clauſe; or not? Therefore though this Synod have, upon the Mat. 
ter, condemned that Step already; yet, for the Vindication of Duty, 
and the Conviction of all concerned, they judge it neceſſary to 
deſcend unto a formal and more particular Condemnation thereof, 
| as a Step very ſinful and dangerous, ina Way moſt unreaſonadl; 
| and diſorderly, For, 3 
3 iſt, It is manifeſt, that the Synod could not, according to any 
due and lawful Order, proceed unto any new Deciſion about thei 
| Sentence in April 1746, eſpecially in Prejudice thereunto, with. 
| out firſt calling for and conſidering the foreſaid Reaſons and Auf: 


TT > Ts wm - > 


wers : Becauſe otherwiſe it could not regularly appear, whether 
that Sentence deſerved Alteration or Amendment; and whether 
the Oppoſition made unto it, with the Reflections caſt upon it, 
by the Proteſters againſt it, in the foreſaid Queſtion, were res 
| ſonable or not. : Lo — 

2dly, It is eſpecially incumbent upon a Court of Chriſt, u 
fearch for, and much more to admit of all proper and neceſſary 
Light, upon the Subject of a Queſtion to be determined : But 
the Sentence in April 1746, about the religions Clauſe of ſome 
| Burgeſs-Oaths, is the Subject of the foreſaid Queſtion; ſo far, 
| that the Queſtion was for a material reverſing of ſaid Sentence: 
| And this Subject could not be brought fairly on the Field for any 
| ſuch Queſtion, ſo as to have proper and neceſſary Light abou 
Truth and Error, Sin and Duty, in the Matter, without calling 
q for and conſidering the ſoreſaid Reaſons and Anſwers. Where, 
[ fore, by carrying the above Reſ9/ution, notwithſtanding of mud. 
Oppoſition thereuato, the Synod did refie, ſuppreſs, and excluh. 
proper and neceſſary Light upon the Subject about which the 
were going to decide. And thus manifeſt Injury was done t 
Truth, by refuſing to let it have a fair hearing; ane by laying 
1 Foundation for having it condemned in the Dark, without tie 
Benefit of its own Light for preventing ſuch Condemnation. Mord 
ever, this Rejection of the Means of Light was contrary to Seri 
ture-precepts, of judging' righteous Fudgment, ſearching «fi 
Knowledge, and walking in the Light ; contrary to a Dependeng 
on Scripture-promiſes, of Light and Leading; as allo, contra 
0 the Example of Scripturg-prayer, for the Lord's /ending ſen r 
% Light and Truth. More particularly, by the above r 
"tt ee 0 x 
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Act condemning the firſt Reſolution. BY 1 


the Oppoſers of the Synod's Sentence foreſaid, were refu/ing to. 
come io the Light, that their Deeds might be made manifeſt. 
in all this it ſadly appears, that the prevailing Party was not 
ling Underſtanding to diſcern Judgment, and that there was no 


udgment in their Goings, but that the Lord was provoked to 


3), What is above is further evident, in conſidering, that 


four of the Miniſters then preſent had not become Members of 
$ynod, till after the Senten ce in April 1746; and that few, if 


y, of the Elders then preſent, had ever been preſent at any jus 


dicial Examination of the Matter. Thus, not one half” of the 
Members then preſent, had ever been regularly acquainted 
vith the Cauſe, {9 as to be capable of Voting in the ſoreſaid 
Queſtion, with Underſtanding ; and ſome Elders were openly com- 


lining, that they were preclude from neceſſary Acquaintancg 
herewith. And fuch Procedure, in theſe Circumſtances, was the 
ore unreaſonable, as it is notorious, that the Reaſons of Proteſt 


gainſt the Sentence, had been let go through ſeveral Corners of 


be Country, among Elders and others, before-hand, whereby 
People had been impreſſed with a Variety of itrange Prejudices a- 
ainſt the Sentence; and which made it peculiariy needful that 
2 Step ſhould be taken about the Sentence, previeus to that of 
alling for and conſidering the Reaſons and Answers, that 657% 
ides of the Cauſe might be fairly opened to all concerned 
But when, , notwithſtanding of all this, the forelaid X'z/olution 
as puſhed and carried, it ſadly appeared, that many Members 


acne Were wanting to have the Cauſe buried at any Rate; ſo as they 
for anſſguned on headlong and blindly in the Matter; without diſeove- 
t about ing any ſingle Regard to Truth and Duty, though upon a Cauſe + 

; calling early affecting the whole of the Teſtimony among our Hands. 
BAY nd-in all this it is evident, that the prevailing Party was aw- 
1 


lly leſt of God, to bchave in open Contradliction to the Name and 


| excl ature of a Court of Chriſt. _ | 

ch the 1th/y, The Matter is yet worſe, in conſidering that as the foreſaid 

done u elolution was carried by Twenty nine, againſt Twenty two ; ſo, of 

y Yayo Twenfy nive, eight were neceſſarily Parties, as Proteſters againſt 

10ut th. Sentence; who therefore could not, according to any Rule or 

u. Moreafon, have a Vote in the Affair; and without whole Vote it 

0 Dol ould have carried to the other Side: But a Vote therein they 

ing fold needs have, fo as could not be got prevented: And ſeeing 
pendenoſ carried by their Vote, the Re/oluticn was then highly diſorderly, 

Con Wherefore, on all the above Grounds, the Synod pip and | 
ding fol reby DO CONDEMN the RESOLU 11 ON above mentioned, Me: 3 Y 
ocean» Step very ſuful and de gerad, in » Way moſt urca/enable |. | 


2 4 _ 


* 


— 


12 Ac condemming the fiſt Reſolution, = 
and diferderly : And they determine, that, in Oppoſition ther 
unto, the 0 of Proteſt, with the Anſwers to the ſan 


ought to have been called for, Teac, and conſidered ; and that iti 
the Duty of the Synod = now to do jo. 


Extradted by 2 
8 G18, Syn. CIs. p. t, 


N. B. The $1 noc Tad next cal for, heard read, hd Tet upe 
the Reaſons of Proteſt again) heir Sentence in April 1746, wit 
the Anſwers to theſe Reaſs 5: But it is thouoht expedient hen 
before proceetling unto theſe, that the two following Acts be i 
troduced. 


* 


At Edinburg gh, the Sixteenth Day of April, One « Thaſand fer 
Hundred and foriy ſeven Tears. 


* ä 


ACT condenming the Roſolution Ka in Synod, on T hurſlay l 
Week. 


Ecauſe, on Thurſday laſt Week, a Reſolution was made | 
Synod, That the Deciſian anent the Religions Ciauſe 


ſome Burgeſi- -Vaths, paſſed by this Synad in April 1746, ſpall 


now or afterwards be made a Term of Miniſterial and. Ghr:jii 
Seommunion, ay and until the meking of the ſame to be fo, ſhell 
referred by way of Dcerlure unto Presbyteries and Kirk-Seſin 
in order to their 27 "omg their Judgment thereanent; that fo "the 
may, in the mean Time, be a Fr tendly dealing among the Me: 
ters of this Synod, with one another, in a Way Conference d 
Prayer, in order to their coming, through the Lord's -Pity, to | 
fire to Eye in the Matter of the ſaid Religious Clause: That 
tore, though rhis Synod have, upon the Matter, condemuicd th 
BY already ; yet, ſecing an heavy Stroke and deep Wound! 
thereby given unto the whole of the Lord's Cauſe and Teſtim 
ny among a witneſling Body, this Synod judge it neceſſary, | 
the Vindication, of that Cauſe and Teſtimony, and for the co 
viction of all concerred, to deſcend unto a formal and more par 
cular Condemnation ĩhereof, as a very ſinful and dangerous Step: Bei 
a Step which, though it leſt the ſorelaid Sentence of Synod in A 
17.46 forma!!y ſtanding, was yet a material Reverſing of the Sau 
Jo that, with awful Inconſiſtency, it enæcted and enjoined and 
lowance, : at leaſt for forme Time, of a Practice which has bt 
and £1 is D to be a P/ efanation of the Lord's Name ; ; i 


* 


Ad condemning the ſecond Reſolution. 23 .- 
material Höjuration of his whole Cauſe and Teſtimony among 
e Hands of the Aſſociate Synod ; whereby that whole Cauſe 
d Teſtimony was materially dropt: And being a Step which 
troduced a ſinful and dangerous {nnovetion, manifeltly ſubver- 

e of Presbyterian Principles, and Order in the Houſe of Gd: 
ad being a. Step which was carried in a Method ſo unfair, un- 
aſonable, and diſorderly, as openly contradicted the Duty, per- 
ned the Buſineſs, overturned the whole Order, and uahinged 


— LO of the Court; And therefore, being a Step ex- 
6 7 Nedingly diſnonourable to Zion's King, Lord and Lawgiver, and 
10, Wii ( 


active of bis whole Cauſe and Teſtimony among a Witnel- 
ng Body. For, 3 | 
i/t, Thoughthat Reſolution leſt the foreſaid Sentence of Synod 
April 17 46 forraily Sanding, yet it was a material Reverſing 
the ſame, as is manifeſt in conſidering what follows. 

The Proteſters againſt the Sentence, by whom this Reſolotion 
a3 propoled, puſhed and carried, do, in their Rears of Proteſe, 
plilt for a Revcr/ino of the Sentence; and that the Judgment of 
ynod about the Reiigious Clauie of ſome Burgels-Oath is, ac- 
ording to the Sentence, male a Term of Miniſterial and Chriſti- 
2 Communion : Hut, as they have never inſiſted for an explicit 
r formal Reverſing of the Sentence ; ſo they propoſed the ſore- 


nt hen 
3 be 


nd ſer 
ſay l; 


made | 


ale Mid 7efolution tor reverting it matertally, by unmazing what they 
ſhall ¶ecbon the Sentence mates, Accordingly, as they plead in their 
Chr: /igW-<caions of Proteſt, that, in the Sentence, a new Term of Com- 


; ſhell 


RY: . 


nunion 7s ſeI up by tlie Synod, and that an excluding of ſome 
eople from Communion does inevitably follow from the Sen- 
fo thence; to the Reioluion carried by them mult be for recer/ing 
A Ma hat they reckon 7s done by the Sentence, and mmevtably follows 
ence om it; and mutt therefore be for making the Sentence-materi- 
ry, to Yi. Again, it is well known, that, when they introduced 
Thee Queition for this Reſolution, they did not refuſe, but ac- 
ancd thiff-10w ledge, that the Import thereof was to make the Sentence 
Vound Wd as to any Effect, tho? left landing in the Minutes. More- 
TeſtingÞvecr it is as well known, that the Reſolution was ſpecially laid, 
Mary, + 5 eviantly ſtande, in an immediate Oppoſition to the Con- 
the cen in the Sentence, about thote who are, or might have Oc- 
ore pur alion to become engaged in Burgeſs-Oaths, with the Religious 
ep: Bel adie; and the rever/117 of this Concluſion dothreduce the Sen- 
in Hence unto a 99; Shaιjð,J . Accordingly, the Refolution was ar- 
he faux cd for by ail whe puſhad it, and is manifeſtly laid, in imme- 


ed an ite Oppoſition, at lealt for a Pime, unta the alleging of auy 
has bv cement or ſncomfiſtoncy betu ixt a Burgeſs-Oath in its Religi- 


me; Wiois Clauſe, and the Oath ol the Bond for renewing our Cove- 


nants 


_— 


13 Ad condemning the ſecond Reſolution. | 
nants ; ſo as Perſons engaged in ſuch Burgeſs-Oatlis, ſhonld hy 
taken no account of on that Head, in order to their Admiſſivg 
into the ſaid Bond; whereby the Sentence is matcrially reverſed, 
Likewiſe, under tha: Expreſſion, Term of Minifterial and Chriſjj 
an Communion, there muſt neceſſarily, according to Presbyterian 
Principles, be included all the Dealing and Diſcipline which is 
previous to any regular Excluſion fim ſuch Communion : And 
therefore the forelaid Reſolution muſt neceſſarily ride 4. 
gainſt all Dealing with or Diſcipline againſt any Perſons, in any 
Event, at leaſt for a Time, as ©femers againſt the Sentence; 
which materially rever/es the fame. Accordingly the Refolution 
was expreſly inſiſted for, and is manifeſtly Jaid, for exeeming 
4 Perſons, at leaſt for a Time, from being called to any ace um, 
or any way gudrreile!, for any Oppoſition or walking contrary to 
the Sentence ; which materially rever/es the ſame. | 

Wheetore the ſoreſaid Keſolution is nedeiſariiy and plainly 2 
mete ial reverſing of the Sentence in A 1746; and a judicial 
Allo tvance, at leaſt fer a Time, for Scceders to {wear the foreſaid 
religious Clanſe, and to be admitted into the Bond of the Cove- 
| nant, without any Demur upon their having done ſo; or a ju— 
| dicial Allowance of a conjun't Engagement in both theſe Oaths, 
i; jointly avowed-and adhered unto. =» | 

24:y, According to the foreſaid Sentence, which this Synod 
have found valid, againſt all the Reaſors of Proteſt to the con. 
trary ; the ſwearing the religions Clauſe of fomie Burgelſs-Oaths, 
is mcon/rte:'t with and contradictoi to a {wearing the Bond for 
renewing our Covenants ; fo far, That, as the ſaid Oath of the 
Covenant ovorches the whole Cante nl Teſtimony of Chriſt in 
a witneiling Way; fo the other Oath doth materially e! 
that whole Cauſe and Teſtimon', as it Bands in a Way of open 

witneling againſt the manifuld Defections aud Corruptions in the 

pickont national Profeifion and Setilement of Religion Where— 
fore, by the forclaid Reſo/ution, there is a prdfcial Ailowance, at 
leaſt for a Time, of materially abjrinz hat Cauſe and Teltimony 
of Chriſt, and of protaning his Name by ſwearing Oaths that are 

inc onſiſtent and contrattictors. * 

But further, the State in which Matters were left in the Aſſoci— 
ate Synnd, by that Resolution, ſeems without any Paralel ; and 
ef ſuch a dreadiul Natwe, as may aftunith the preſent and aſter 
Generations. For, on the one Hand, the Sentence in April 
1745, was /eft profeftedly or formally /tand': » ; a Sentence de- 
chriny two Oaihs cmtralitlory, the one d/yurins what the other 

auches: And, on the other Hand, the {id Reſfelution doth, 
upon the Maites, determine, that, 4: walk for forge Lime, the 
= | conjund 


—— 


11d be 
niſſiog 
verſed, 
rift 
tering 
lich iz 
And 
Re 4. 
n any 
cnce; 
lation 
eming 
cgunt, 
7 to 


nly a 
4/1 ei 
reſaid 
Cove. 
a ju- 
Jaths, 


55 nod 
Con. 
Dathss, 
d for 
f the 
iſt in 


avjure,l 


open 
in the 
/here- 
(e, at 
mony 
at are 


\ fToci- 
- and 
aſter 
April 
© de- 
other 
doth, 
„ the 
jun 


ol] 


Act condemning the ſecond Reſolution, 15 


onjunct ſwearing of theſe contradictoryOaths ought not to be op* 
e or quarrelled. Now, if the prevailing Party had gone fairly to 
'ork, for getting the Sentence expreſly reſcinded,” and had done 
„ there would have been ſome Self- Conſiſtency in the Thing: 
ut to have that Sentence proſeſſedly left landing, and another 
t up along with it; the one determining two Oaths to be con- 
adictory in the general Matter of Religion, and the other de- 
mining that the conjunct ſwearing of both theſe Oaths ought 
ot, at leait for ſome Time, to be oppy/ed or quarrelled; this 
as indeed a dreadful Affair, as the prevailing Party did thus 
n into an awful Inconſiſtency, of giving judicial Allowance, in 
e mean. Time, for a Practice which is, at the fame Time, 
dicially found to be a Profunetion of the Lord's Name, and a 
aterial Abjuratisn of his whole Cauſc and Teſtimony among the 
ands of the Aſſociate Synod. And as this is materially and neceſ- 
arily the Amount of the Thing, it is melancholy that any ſhould 
ave loft their Way and Sight, ſo far as not to conſider it. 
Morcover, the Reference made of the Affair, by the foreſaid 
Reſolution, unto inferior Judicatories, particularly Kir Seſſions, 
nder the abſurd Pretence of what were called Barrier-Acts, was 
Step manifeſtly /ubver//ve of our Confeſſion of Faith, Chop. 
1. Act 3. and of Presbyterian Order in the Houſe of God: 
:onfidering that the foreſaid Sentence, is plainly in a Controverſy 
Faith and Caſe of Conſcience : And conſidering that, accord- 
g to what is above, the Sentence itſelf, when become and pro- 
lſedly remaining a Sentence, is thus thrown looſe into the Hands 
f inferior Judicateries, particularly K:rk-Sefſions.-- -And further, 
s the Sentence amounts to no more, than a neceſ/ary Stand far 
he whole Teſtin. ny of the Seceſſion, in Oppoſition to a ſwear- 
pg which has been found materially abjuring the ſame : There- 
orc, by the ſoreſaid Reſolution, it is upon the Matter referred io 
resbyteries and Kirk-Seſſions, to give their Jucigment whether 
ke Seceſſion-Teſtimony ought to be any longer maintained and 
alxed ip to, by the Profeifors thereof; and whethcr the Synod 
bould determine and endeavour ſo much. 
34ly, Ihe above Reſolution was carried in a Method moſt un- 
ar and unreaſonable; which was calculate for impoſing upon and 


erverting the Judgment of Memhers and others, in the Cafe. 


or, when the prevailing Party was ruſhing foreward to a Reſo- 

ution reverſing the Sentence, it was pled and inſiſted for, that if 

uch a Thing behoved to be done, it right be done in a fair and 

genuous Way; and that, if the Sentence could be ſound deſerv- 

ng to be reverſcd, t might be done regularly, honeſty and ex- 

el, in plain and ingenuous Terms, without any Covert. How- 
| cver 


%. 
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ever, the Proteſſers againſt the Sentence, who were puſhing, 
foreſaid Reſolution, would by no Means venture to let the 8 
tence have fair Dealing, or be expreſly brought into Que io 
ſo as the Matter of Truth and Duty might have been fairly 
the Field, to get the Benefit of common Juſtice : But, 
making ſure a Party againſt the Sentence, they would needs ha 


it kept in the dar, and the Deſign againſt it diſſe ble; fo thi 


it came to be materialy reverſed, by a Secret and covert Thru 
Moreover, a deceitful Engine was uſed, for carrying the Poy 
in making great Noiſe about Depoſitions and Excommunicatiu 
as if theſe who ftood up for common Juſtice to the Sentence, 
Sainſt the Reſolution puſhed, were only, in doing fo, mali 
Head againſt the getting them reſtrained from dapoſing and 
commugicating their Brethren. Theſe Friends of the Sentend 
and of fair Dealing therewith, had given no Ground for /u/þet 
their Love unto their Brethren, or their Diſpoſition for Tende 
neſs toward them and all concerned in the Affair, or for all f 
practical Forbearances in the Matter that could be practicable, 1 


cording to.the common Rules of Religion. All they inliſted | 


was, that the Sentence might be fairly handled, and that it mig 
not be reverſed but in an ingenuous Way and en fair Ground 
And as they profeſſed to maintain the Equity and Validity of 
Sentence; fo, they as much profeſſed an Inclination for all d 

ractical Tenderneſs, Patience and Forbcarance, that could co 


ſiſt with the Equity and Validity thereof, according to any Sei 


ture Rule, and any Presbyterial Order. But no Profeſſions 
Declarations this way could avail: The NVoiſe about Depoſiti 


and Excommunications went ſtill on: Thus the Matter of Tri 
and Error, Sin and Duty, as to the Sentence thruſt at, was entif 


ly difſemb/ed: The Relolution puſhed was till violently wrelt 
unto a Pretence of amounting to no more, than a reſlraim 
from Depoſitions and Excommunications : And a Point of real, 1 
ful Injury to Truth and Duty, yea to the whole Teſtimony 
mong our Hands, was {till dreſſed up, as only a Point of Tendt 


neſs and due Regard to Fathers and Brethren: Wherefore, 


along, the Names and Pleaſure of Men were thruſt into the Ro 
of Truth and Duty, as if there had been no more in Queſti 
but a Point of due Tenderneſs and Regard to them. | 
Again, the Reſolution was laid under a Pretence of neceſh 
Regard to what were called Barrier- Ads, Anunis 1639 and 161 
about conſulting Presbyteries and Kirk-Seſſions; while theſe A 


could not be interpreted as having any Manner of Reſpect 


Applicableneſ5 to uch a Caſe : However, this tended to enſa 
Members. And further, the Reſolution was laid as an interin 
| denn 
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wporary Thing; while yet the plain Scope thereof is, that the 
latter felt fo, till there can be Unanimity about doing otherwiſe; 
d the Brethren who puſhed this Matter, did ſignify well enough, 
at no Unanimity about doing otherwiſe was to be expected, as 


ng as they could hinder it. . | RE 
4%, It was an awful Afair,in a Court of Chriſt, and profeſſedly in 
is Name, to deal with a Matter of Truth and Duty, and with 
e Honour, Name and Cauſe of Chriſt, in fach a Method as 
ath been declared: Bat this Procedure went on, and that in a 
ay maſt arforderly. There was fad Diforder, in proceeding to 
ich a Deed againſt the Scntence, in a way of refuſms, ſufpref= 
w and excluding Light upon the Subjec, as by:the ſormer Ke- 
lation: For thus, the prevailing Party was ruihing on to an 
verthrow of the Sentence, im a Way of ſtanding upon a Groves 
tone ſet and ſealed, for keeping proper and neceſſary Light 
out it ſtill buried, „ õ ehm 06 LI0ey 
At the ſame Time, Seven Miniſters and Ou * Elder, who were 
roteſters againſt the Sentence, and who could have no rea} Tide 
Power to vote in the Queſtion, were violently ſuſtaining them * 
it migWlves 7ucges for voting in it, over the Belly of great Oppo- 
U romnWhion thercunts. | e vo 
ty of i Morcover, at the Time when the Reſolution was coming to 2 
all Wote, the Majority of Miniſters preſent, who are the proper 
Duld cofſRadges in a Conttoverly of Faith and Caſe of Conſcicnze, and 
ny Semih bo were not Parties in the Matter, together with a good Num- 
eſhons Mer of Eller, were ſtanding under the Banner of a Proteſtution 
JepoſitiMoain{t the Procedure: And before the Vote was got driven on, 
of Tri ndry other Miniſters had cauſed mark in the Minutes theit 
as entiheſire of a Delay. . | | 2b 
y wie: However, the Proteſiers againſt the Sentence, wich the + Elder 
-eſtranWora Edinburgh, did ſtill ruſh forward, with a fatal Obttinacy : So 
real, Mr, that when the Moderator was craving a Delay, and when 
imony We Clerk pro ten pore, tho? one of the Proteſters, was declining! 
Ten call the Roti, another of them took it up and calied it. But 
refore, Wer all, as the Miniſters and _Fiders who were making Oppoſi- 
the Roaſon to th:Syhole Courſe could not, according to their Situation, 
QueſtiFWeddle in the Vote, and as others were fikent; the Vote Cams 
"Wit dat of ne Miniſters, and Eleven Elders for the Reſolution, 
" necefſFWho made up few more than a third Part of the Ambers pre ſent, 
and 1% hon Thirteen Minitters and Ten Elders were under Pioteltatione 
theſe Minſt putting the Vote. Likewite, of the faid Voters, S Mis 
eeſpect Wlters and Cne Elder were Porties, who Bad no R. S t Lore N 
to ena C | aud 
interim 


ien Janes Beugo from Durſermline. + Fokn Moulrey, 


* 


hereby Do CON DPEMN the RESOLUTION above: mention 
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and of the other Three Miniſters, Ge had never been in Syng 
before, and anther had never been preſent at any judicial Py, 
amination of the Subject in Queſtion ; as was the Caſe alſo yi 
the Elders, according to what has been declared in condemning 
the {ir/t Reſolution; and all were voting, in a Way of refuſing 
ſuppreſſing and excluding proper and neceſſary Light upon th 
Subject which they were voting about. 

Thus was the Matter carried with a Multiplicity of ſad Di/ords 
which could not bo got ſtopped by any Iuſiſtings or Proteltatiq 
to the contrary. And by ſuch Procedure, the prevailing Par 
did openly contradict the Duty, pervert the Buſineſs, overtun 
the wholc Order, and unhinge the Conſtitution of the Court; in 
troducing aw ful and manifold Confuſion into the Houſe of Ge 
and throwing the Keys thereof, in a Judicative Way, out of thei 
Hands. And thus, the Miniſters and Elders who were makin 
Oppoſition to this Torrent, were neceſſarily and inevitably ſhy 
up unto the Courſe which they took. 

Wherctore, on all the above Grounds, the Synod DID, an 


ed, as a rey /infil and dangerous Step : Being a Step, which 
tho? it leſt the foreſaid Sentence of Synod in Ap 1746, fr 
meliy tending, was yet a material Reverſing of the fame ; fo th; 
with aveful Inconſiſtency, it eadled and enjoined an Allo 
at leaſt for ſome Time, of 2 Practice which has been, and {till 1 
found to be, a Prophanatiion oſ the Lord's Name, and a mat 
rial Abjuration of his whole Cauſe and Teſtimony among t) 
Haads of the Aſſociate Synod ; whereby that whole Caule an 
Teſtimony was materially drapt: And being a Step which inti 
duced a ſinſul and dangerous Iungvation, manifeſtly ſubverſive 
Presbytcrian Principles, and Order in the Houſe of God: Ar 
being a Step which was carricd in a Method to unfair, unreaſi 
able and difprderiy, as openly contraciticd the Duty, pervert 
the Bnſiueſs, overturned the wile Order, and unhinged the (u 
flitution of the Court; And thercfoe being a Step exceeding 
aiſhonurable to Ziows King, Lord and Law-giver, and efirudn 
Ai tis whole Cauſe and Teitimony among a witreſirfy H=. 


Extracted by, 


ADAM GB, Syn. Cs. P. . 
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Syn? Edinburgh, the ſixteenth Day of April, One thouſand ſeven 
al Ex }undred and forty ſeven Tears. 


O Wit 
mning 


6 uſing 
on th 


er conterning the Miniſtets and Elders, preſently in a way of 
ſeparating from the Aſſociate Synod. | 


order 
ltatio 
Par 


vertur 


irt; United and circumſcribed n and particularly, that, as the Go 
of Golf Order, he bath commanded, that the Powers derived from 
of thin be exerciſed in an orderly Way ; and that they be exerciſed 
makin 


nd employed for the Maintenance of his Truth, Caufe and Teſli-, 
pry; and for preſerving a Practice ſuitable to the Profeſſion 
nde and the Teſtimony maintained, according to the Rules of 


bly ſhy 


D, Mis Word, by the Members of his Church: 

nention And Loy the Caſe of the Miniſters and Elders, who, at 
, whidiMWome of the firſt Diets of this Meeting of Synud, in a molt difor- 
46, f Manner propoſed and inſiſted upon the following Queſtion, 


fo thai. Whether the Deciſion anent the religious Clauſe in ſome Burge/s- 


Hoa ths, paſſed by this Synsd in April 1746, ſhall now or afjerwards 
id [till ie made a Term of Miniſterial and Chriſtian Communion, ay and 
a n the _ of the fame to be ſo, ſhall be referred by Way of 

1ong Mverture unto Presbyteries and Kirk-Seſſions, in order to their give 
aule fg their Judgment thereanent; that ſo there may, in the mean Time, be 

ich intro friendly dealing among the Members of this Synod with one another, 
verlive Hay Conference and Prayer, in Order to their coming, thraugh 
|: Ado Lord's Pity, to fee Eye to Eye in the Matter of the ſal religions 
unreaſWp/9:/e ; or not? And who puſhed for an immediate paſſing of a 
fperverig ote upon their Queſtion ; to an excluding the proper and im- 
/ the Mediate Buſineſs of the Synod about the foreſaid Sentence, in cal- 


ceedingMWng-ter, conſidering and judging upon the Keaſens of Proteſt a- 
{e{lruciaWoint it, with the Auſiuers to theſe Reaſons; and to an excluding 


Boy. | privat# Cauſes (except one which, with Difticulty, was got 
aken in) tho Parties were attending, ſome of them from remote 
aces of the Kingdom, and others from Ireland: And who {till 
ulhed their Quettion ; tho' the native and proper Queſtion, 
r any that were againſt the Warrantableneſs of the Synod's 
ntence, was, Keverſe the Sentence, er not? And though thcir 
neſtion, as laid, could not be put, according to Presbyterian 
linciples: And who proceeded ſtill in their diſorderly Courſe, 
/ rejeting the Declarations made, that it was not the View of 


C 2 | any 


1s. P.. 
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ruled by a Vote, that Ve- Queſtion,which was a violent Thruf 


20 Acc concerniug the Miniſter and Ellert, 
any in the Synod, that the faid Sentence ſhould be made a 7 t 
of Communion, more than any Sentence whatſoever, reſelvingi,/ 
Caſe rf Conſcience about Sin and Duty: And who at length ow 


the Act and Decree of Synod in April 1746, ſhould firſt be p 
to a Vote, before the Anſwers to the Reaſons of their Proteſt 
gainſt the Act, ſhould be read and judged ; tho' all Form a 
Order required, that what was in Readineſs to be anſwered 
their Reaſons of Proteſt againſt the Act, ſhould be firſt heard à 
conſidered, before ſuch an Attack had been made upon this 4 
and Pecree, which had been deliberatly conſidered and reafon 
upon, in many Sederunts, at Fur different Meetings of Syno 
eſpecialſy as the Reo/3ns of Proteſt had been handed about, wh 
the #rers had never Acceſs to be heard: And who proceed 
violuniy ro puſh an immediate Queſtion againſt the Act, c 
trary to all Crier and Decency; tho' ſome Elders, who we 
Members, crazed to hear the Reaſons and Anſwers, becauſe th 
were ſo far unacquainted with the Queſtion which was urged 
be put immediately, thay they never ſo much as /aw or hes 
rea the Synod's Act and Decree which was ſtruck at by tl 
Queſtion : And who proceeded againſt all Order, to ſuſtain the 
{elves Jiiges in the Queſtion ; tho? they were Proteſters agai 
the Synod's Sentence, and ought not to have had any Vote 
excluding an Hea ing of the Anſwers to their own Reaſons of 
teſt, or in the Queltion itſelf; in all which they were Partie 
gainſt the Synod : And who thus puſhed and carried, in a 1 
Giſorerly Tiay, a Deed which tolerated a material Abjuration 
the whole Teſtimony as in the Hands of the Synod ; and thu 
once mate-ully. dropt and Feevded from the u hole T eſtimony 
dopted by them; a Deed «hich /akjects the Acts and Decregs 
S;nods and Councils, in Controverſies of Faithand Caſes of Cl 
ſcience, to the Conſultation of inferior Judieatories, particul; 
Kirk-Seffions, contrary to our received Prittciples :---- And c 
ſidering what has been already found, in condemning the to! 


ſlul ions: ©... | Os 
Therefore the Synad FIND, That by the irregmar and a 4 
trary Procedure of the faid Minifters and Elders, Treth wil * 


wounded, a Teſlimony for the Cauſe of Chriſt among their Ha 
huriel, the Conſtiences of Men enfnared, and Anarchy and Conf 
en attempted to be introduced : And they FIN D, That by ü 
aſſuming te themſelves an arbitrary Power of their own, v 
cannot poſſibly be derived 57m Chriſt, ſecing it is employed 
gainſt Chriſt, the alone King and Head of his Church, and 
burying his Truth, Cauſe and Interelt; and that by their a0 


—— 
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pt according to the Rule of Chriſt's Word, which is the alone 
ue of the Procedure of Courts conſtitute in his Name, but in - 


4 


ving 


0, Contradidtion to the ſame; and that by their obſtinate ſubvert- 
rule of that Order which Chriſt, as the GOD oF ORDER, hath 
be p ömmanded to be obſerved in his Houle, which is. the Church of the 
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ving Cod; They are highly E NSURABL E, and have them- 
ves, by this Mabadminiſtration; FALLEN FROM all Right and 
itle to any preſent actual Exerciſe of the Keys of the Kingdom 
Heaven, committed by the Lord Jeſus to the Office-bearers 
f his Houle,------- ay and until they be ſenſible of the Sinfulne/s of 
heir above Conduct, acknowledge the ſame to the Glory of God, 
nd roturmonito their Duty to him. 


ADAM G13, Syn, Cls, p. . 
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AxSWERS by the Aſſociate Syxop, | 


T O 


rasonsSof DISSENT from, andPROTEST againff, the S Ex- 
TENCE of ſaid Synod, at Edinburgh, April 9. 1746. con- 
cerning a religious Clauſe in ſome on l ; by the Reve- 
rend Maſters, Ralph Erskine at Dunfermline, James Fiſher at 
Glaſgow, William Hutton aft Stow, Henry Erskine, at Falkirk, 
and John M*Cara at Bruntshields, Miniſters of the Goſpel ; with 
James Wardlaw at Dunfermline, and William Robertſon at 
Edinburgh, ruling Elders. 

Mong the ſad and ſearching Providences of our Day, it is 
Matter of peculiar Concern and Grief, that the late Sen- 
ce of Synod about a religious Clauſe in ſome Burge/5-Oaths, 
ould have been controverted by a Diſſent and Proteſt ; and that 
1c Controverſy ſhould not only endure hitherto, but become ſo 
yeravated as in the Regfons of Diſſent and Proteſt, ſince offerred 
nd {till infeſted on. This Matter, in all Circumilances confider- 
d, being ſomewhat aſtoniſhing and awful; there was ſome Rea- 
n to hope, that it might have been got ſufficiently expoſed and 
meded, without any Necellity of entring the Liſts as at preſent : 
zut ſuch is become the Hour of Darkneſs and Temptation, in 
Kelpect of ſtrange Miſtakes, Miſconſtt uct ions and Prejudices u- 
Jon this Head; that, under all Endeavours hitherto for healing 
ic Breach, it widncth apace ; and produceth bitter Fruits a- 
nong the witneſſing Body, in diſcouraging ſome and diſtracting 
thers, while the Goings of not a few are here nerthroun. Thus, 
he Matter has already turned out unto a fad Effect and a ſadder 
Alpect, with regard unto the Maintenance and Management of 
be Lord's Work among our Hands: And after all, it is no leſs 
by ious than mournful, that further Debate thereupon, inſtead of 
romiſing a Reſtoration of Harmony with our Reverend Brethren, 
does threften the contrary : However, the Synod find themiſelyes 
bw obliged for the Benefit of the Lord's Work and People, as 
Io for their own Vindication, to proceed in making formal An- 
wers unto what our Brethren have offered, under the Title of 
reaſons of Diſſent and Proteſt, as above. | | 
The Brethren give an hiſtorical Preamble to their Reaſons, 
hich requireth a particular Keview : Being as follows. | 
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= EASONS of DrssEnT; by Mr. Ratph Erchine Ma 


«6 


„ 1NG” That @ ſwearing the religious Clauſe in fome Burg 
_ « Oath, ( viz. Here I proteſt, before God and your Lordſhig 


ES Preantle to the Reaſons. 


« N fler at Dunfermline, Mr. James Fiſher Miniſter at Gli 
« gow, Mr. William Hutton Miniſter at Stow, Mr. Henry Era 
« Miniſter at Falkir#, Mr. John M*Cars Miniſter at Bruntshielt 
tc 2 Werdlaw at Dunfermline, and William Rebertſon at Ed 
urg h, Elders; in their own Name, and in the Name of i# 
« that ſhall-adhere to them; from the Sentence of the Reveren 
« the Afociate Synod, met at Briſtow, April 9. 1746. Fin 


« that I profeſs and allow with my Heart, the true Religic 
« preſently profeſſed within this Realm, and authoriſed by 
« Laws thereof; I ſhall abide thereat, and defend the ſame, 
„my Life's End, renunciand the Roman Religion called P 
« piltry ) by any under their Inſpection, as the ſaid Clauſe com 
« neceſſarily in this Period to be uſed and applied, docs not agree 1 
to the preſent State and Circuniſtances of the Teſtimony for Kel 
gion and Reformation, which this Synod with theſe under the 
« [rnſpetion are maintaining ;, particularly, that it does not agr 
« unto, nor conſiſt with, an entring into*the Bond for renewing a 
« fo;emn Govenants, and that therefore theſe of the Seceflion cannÞ El 
further, with Safety of Conſcience and without Sin, ſwear any Bull ſer 
« pefs-YJath with the ſaid religions Clauſe, while Matters, wil At 


reference to the Profeſſion and Settlement Religion, coutinue ¶ alt 


« ſuch Circumſtances as at preſent : Moreover the Syno x1 HI. 
« That Burgeſſes of the Seceſſion, who are already concgrned in ol. © 
« ſuch Oaths, ſhould be required in order to their Admiſſion into i A 
« Bond for renewing our ſolemm Covenants, to attend Conference willif as 
« their reſpective Sefjions, for | ſignifying a Satisfaction with tiff li 


« preſent Judgment ef the Synod, aud a Senſe of the Miſtake t ü 


. ! . 
* have hitherto, thro ſnadvertency, been under, concerning ſi 


„ Burgceſs-Jaths: And the Synod agree 10 ſiſt further Procedy 
« at this Juncture, in the whole” Affair of the Burgeſs-Oath. ” 
« The Debate anent the Burgeſs-Oath, took its firſt - Riſe 1 
( what is now) the Aſſociate Presbytery of Dunfennuline: 
Brother iu that Presbytery having thought proper, at his ow 
Hand, without taking the Advice of the then Aſtociate Pre 
bytery, to refuſe ſome of his Congregation, who had taken! 
Burgeſs-Oath, even without the religious Clauſe (which ist 
only Thing in that Oath the Syed have now condemned 
the Privilege of entring into the Bond for renewing our | 
lemn Covenants, immediately before his Sacrament, Ai 
1744; and at the ſame Time offered to admit them to t 
= | Lox 
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Lord's Table, if they would take it to Conſideration, whether they 
would acknowledge the Sinfulneſs of the Burgeſs-Oath, or not. A- 
other Brother in the ſaid Presbytery, either adviſed unto, or at 


% 4" 
| 


t Cl 


:rkiWealt approved of this Conduct: And theſe two Brethren, having 
hielWthus practically determined the Queſtion anent the Burgeſs-Oath 
Edi tbemſelves, ſome few Days before the Aſſociate Presbytery 
of Merected themſelves into three Presbyteries, in Subordination to 
a Aſſociate Synod ; in Confequence hercof, at the firſt Meet- 


ing of the Aſſociate Presbytery of Perth and Dunfermline, the 
faid Brethren propoſed, that the Burgeſs-Oath might be taken 
under Conſideration, as a Matter that might be referred to the 
Synod, to give their Judgment thereanent. This was refuſed 
at two ſeveral Meetings of the faid Presbytery, as being. a 
Queſtion that was altogether new, and never formerly debated: 
jn the Church of Scot/and., At length, at a Meeting of Preſ- 
Wbytery at Abernethy, for Prayer and privy Cenſure, when, be- 
ce des theſe two Brethren, there were preſent only Two other 
Miniſters, and One Elder, with the Moderator; the above 
ke Two Brethren inſiſted, That the Conſideration of the Burgeſs- 
gra Oath, ſhould be tranſmitted as an Overture to the Syned; the 
g ai other Two Miniſters oppoſed the Motion; and it carried by the 
com Elders Vote, Tranſmit ; whereupon the Two other Miniſters dif- - 
Buff ſented : So that theſe Two Brethren took the Advantage of the 
„vil Abſenes of other Members, to bring upon the Field a Queſtion” 
inue altogether new, contraty to the declared Judgment of the Ma- 
F1xMjority of the Presbytery, at former Meetings . | 
in Fn this Shape the Matter came before the firſt Meeting of the 
to 11 Aſſociate Synod, at Stirling, in the Month of March 1745 ;- 
e ui as an Overture, tranſmitted from the Presbytery of Dunferm- 
th ie in the above Manner: And tho' many in the Synod judged, 
e % chat the tranſmitting of an Overture anent the Synod's tak- 
| J D Rs i FS. 0 ing 4 


+ Theugh it did not ly in the Synod's Way, to examine the 
harges here begun with, againſt Two Brethren, and the Aſſeciate 
Fresbytery Dunfermline, whereto they belong: Jet it may be 
ſerved here, that the very Thing mentioned about theſe tuo 
Wrethren, was a good Reaſon for having the Aſair taken under || 


en thdicial Conſideration : Likewiſe, the Charity which thinketh 
vis tio Evil, might have inclined to ſuppoſe, that theſe Brethren did nat 


roceed lightly in the Matter; and that they procesded ſo, upon the | 
Weſt ion occurring, through conceiving that their deing otherwife, 
aud have been much rather a practical Deciſien theregf : pies] 
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26 PB Preantle js the Negſont. + 
„ ing the Burgeſs-Oath under their Conſideratiok, in the Wi 
and Manner in which the ſaid Overture was tranſmitted 
„ bove, was raſh and precipitant, eſpecially as the two Brethy 
„ who did drive on this Matter bad themſelves given a pradli 
% Deciſion about it before; yet, for the Sake of Peace, the Syhy 
„ agreed, That the Burgeſs-Oath ſhould be among the Lift 
** ſeveral other Overtures, that were reſerred to a pro re i 
* Synod in May, at Edinburgh, the faid Year.” MF 
« The Brethren, who firſt brought this Debats upon the Fid 
*+ would not give Way to the Conſideration of any other Oy 
+ ture, of whatever Importance, till the Queſtion anent the 
** geſs-Oath ſhould be firſt diſcuſſed : Accordingly, after nt 
*© ſoning upon this Matter, at ſeveral Sederunts, for the Space 
two Weeks, the Affair was, by Vote, delayed till nent ordint 
Meeting of Synod, at Styling, September the ſaid Year, 
ter long Reaſoning at ſome Sederunts of the ſaid Mecting, 
„Was again by Vote, delayed at that Time till 2 Meeting whi 
* was propoſed in hune eſſectum, to meet at Stirling, in Now 
ber the ſaid Year: And altho' there were two Weeks ſþent 
\ r-afoning at this Time, yet, when the Queſtion was put, ity 
delayed till the ordinary Meeting of Synod at Edirnhu 
ia April laſt. By all which frequent 8 after fo ma 
long and tedious Reaſonings, it evidently appears how av 
the Majority of the 7 75 were to determine a Point ne 
„formerly in Debate, io iar as we know, in the Church of & 
« /and. During the firſt Week of the Synod's Meeting at E 
« burghin April laſt, the Brethren who appeared for Conde 
ing the Burgeſs-Oath, ſpake as if they were for going into { 
healing Overture, wherein we might all agree. This was 
acceptable to us, that we cheerfully conſented to ſtay ano 
** Week, tho' under no {mall Neceſſity to go home; in! 
* pectation that an amicable Period might be put to this All 
' Will 
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ther, it is eaſy to know, who are to be blamed, that the 5 
got not forward to the Conſideration of what theſe Breihron den 
ted upon, /o as to delermine, whether or not they were il 
wrong: And moreover, it will be found efterwards, that 
th; Miniſters were then under a new Neceflity of pondering 
G Fair of the Burge/i-Oath, upon adverting to it; and that all 
Presbytcries. had got this Affair pointed out to them, by the 
Meéting of the Aſſociate Presbytery before the Disjunction 
Buſine/s proper for being introduced by them, to the firſt Med 
ils Aſſociate Synod. = 1 
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which, tho' we judge charitably of our Brethren, appeared 
always. to: us to be a Fire-ball thrown in by the great wars? | 
for the breaking and dividing us: But, to our great Surpriſe, 
men the Synod met the ſecond Week, and ſeveral Members 
vho were Preſent before had not returned, threugh Expectation 
pf the Contiguance of the healing Diſpoſition, which appear- 
od during the ſormer Week, in not a few of theſe who were on 
he oppoſite Side to us; all Overtures of Peace were rejected, 
and a preſent Deciſion ſtrenuouſly infifted upon, and at length 
arried, by a ſmall Majority; when not ſo much as one Halt 
of the conſtituent Members of Synod were preſent. Where- 
won we were conſtrained, from the Duty we owe to the Great 
o p, to ourſelves, and to the preſent and after Generations, te 
nter the following Diſſent and Prete/t. * In regard we have 
ontributed what we could to preſerve Peace and Harmony 
n this Synod, by propoting ſeveral Overtures, as Means to 
drevent the fatal Conſequences of a Rupture among ourſelves 


wind the People under our Inſpection ; particularly, That the 
New br/t Clauſe in ſome Burgeſi-Oaths, viz. Here I proteſt, Cc. 
pen night, for the Sake of e, le explained, accerding to the ori- 
„ug ond obvious Meaning and Intent of the Mord then ſeiors, 10 
ind 6 a Senſe as might be à lapted to the preſent Teftimesy, eſpe- 


ially as Magiſtrates of Burroughs are th original Framers and 
{miniftraters of the ſaid Cath ; likewiſe, a mutual Forbeargnce 


t ve orc another in the preſent Queſtion, as being one of theſe which 

ol as never Matter of Teſtimony in the Church ef Scotland, and 
t £0 )cre1ito we never had attaingd, was earneſtly urged ; allo it 
uy as propoſed, That for the Sake of” Peace, and to prevent dif er- 

to 10 


Practices, any under our Inspection, who are to enter Burgeſſes, 
wa We cdviſed to take the Burgeſi-Vath without the foreſuid firſt Clauſe, 
and“ the Members of the Synod come to fee more clearly Kye to Eye in 
in W's Hatter ; All which Overtures were rejected, and an ab- 
olute Condemnation of the Oath, as ſinful, inſiſted upon, and 
artied by a ſmall Majority of Thirteen 10 Nine, the one Half of 
he conſtituent Members of the Synod not being preſent, u hen 
ie Decihon of ſuch an important Queſtion was paſſed : There- 
| denWpre we, the faid Mr. Raſph Erſkine Miniſter at Dunfermline, 
e ir. Janes Fiſher Miniſter at Glaſgow, Mr. William Huttoy 
that iniſter at Stow; Mr. Henry Erſkine Miniſter at Falkirk, Mr. 


n Cara Miniſter at Bruntfichds ; Fames Wardlaw in Dun- 
at ine, and William Robertſon in Edinburgh, Elders ; did and 


fel 
& ON, 


Med! 


ereby do diſſent from the above Deciſion of this ReverendSy- 
hoc, as fontrary to the Word of Go p, our Standards of Truth, 
N Þ 2 * the 
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the Practice of the Church of Chriſt in her pureft Times; 
that Brotherly Love, Regard and Forbearance, that the Mey 
bers of Judicatories, and all Chriſtians, ought to maintain g 
* wards one another; contrary to our Covenants, National a 
* Solemn League; to our late Bond renewing the ſaid Coy 
* nants, and to the Act of the Aſſociate Presbytery appointi 
the fame; this being a new Term of Communion, notil 
* ſtanding that the Terms of Miniſterjal and Chriſtian Comm 
nion were ſtated in the ſaid Act; and likewiſe being a lordy 
< it over the Conſciences of Gop's Heritage, both Minill 
Land People, and a laying Burdens upon them which they? 
not able to bear: And we Proteſt, That the Synod, or Meg 
* bers thereof, who have joined in paſſing this Act, fhalibe chan 

* able with all the diſmal Cos {equences which have or 
* ſollow upon the bringing of this Queſtion upon the Fit 
and the puſhing of it unto ſuch a tyrannical Deciſion : A 

* ſurther we Proteſt, That we ſhall be no Ways limited or 
* ſtrained in our Practice, by this Deciſion of Synod, from n 
1 * cecuing to reew the Bond in our reſpective Congregatia 
i un Agrecableneſs to the Terms of Miniſterial and Chriſtian Ce 
13 * muaicn formerly ſtated ; and this our Diſſent and Proteſ 
give in, in our own Name, and in the Name of all that f. 
| * achere unto us; and thereupon we take Inſtruments, era 
* ExtreG&s, and Liberty to give in further Reaſons of Diſſent 
the Moderator and Clerk, if the awful Providences of the 
* ſhall permit, againſt the firſt of July in this preſent Year, 
It is with the deepeſt Concern, that we have been obliged 
e ter a Diſſent agiinlt the Condu t of our Brethren, whom, 
„ tho” they Le but a {mall Number in Compariſon of the wh 
«* Synod if fully met, yet the Vote having carried by a Maja 
« of that Sederiunt, we ſhall, out of that due Ręſyect we one 
| „to our Presbyterian Principles, call the Aſſociate Synod, : 
# * own the Sentence to be a Deed of the ſaid Synod: And. 
[ . * Concern js the greater, that this is the firſt Time that « 
= * any of us entrcd a Diflent and Proteſt, ſince we were Men 
K of any our Aſſociate Judicatories, and never expeſted that! 
1 ters would be driven te ſuch an Height, as to ablige us to 
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14 «2 tolemn Step, which we were always averſe to, without! 
| : | % utmoſt Neceſſity But now, ſince there is no other Rem 
"2 left us, in a Point wherein our Conſciences are fo much ii! 
11 ** ped, we offer the follow ing Reaſons, which are of Weight" 


* ws to ſupport our Conduct. 
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E ſhall not ſappoſe that our Brethren have erred wilfully in 
the above Narration, or have therein dene miſrepreſen- 
ed the Riſe and Progreſs of the Debate about the Burgeſs-Oath: 


purcble and injurious ; differing from Reality, not only in ſome 
Particulars, but likewiſe in the main Scope thereof; that it is hard 
to conceive how there could miſs to be at Bottom, an uncom- 


oy mn Meaſure of Forgetfulneſs and Prepoſſeſſion. 1 
- Fill Tbo' there ſhould be no ſecret Thruſt in the Thing, at the 
2 Aſſociate Presbytery of Dunfermline, it is, at lsaſt, im properly 


q 8 faid, that the Debate anznt the Burgeſs-Oath took its hrit Rite 

in (what is now) the Aſſociate Presbytery of Punſtrmline; when 

#atin the Rife mentioned, was only within the Bounds of (what is now) 
that Presbytery. e | | 


m v] 


0e { i en 
15 Debate about the Burgeſs-Oath, was, in general, a Thing ere 


n judicial, or among ſome particular Perſons; but, in condeicei- 
ien ins upon the Firſt of /ach Kind of Rite, they ſhould have gone 
further back than the Conduct of Two Brethren, {rm 1744 ; 25 
the Debate took ſome Rite of this Kind, ſome Years before that 
Time *. What they had properly ado here, was to mention the 
Arit Riſe of this, as a udicial Debate; but that Riſe of the 
Thing they quite overlook: And it is as follows. 

When the Aſſociate Presbytery was met at Edinburgh, in 
b dbeler 1744, a Brother who came not up till aſter the Sentence 


the 


about that Sentence; one of which was, © That, altho' the 


ww, * Presbytery had determined both the A/aration and Allegiance 
ox 1.7 FL 
Jeni to be ſinfal, yet they had not as yet conſidered the Burgeſs-Qats, 
Kü . 4 * | 
5 1 «bich he apprehended might be found by the Presbytery to be 


. * ftinfuR if they thought proper to take the ſame under Conk- 
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em 
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of them was one of the two that prepared the Draught of theſe 
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But the Report there made of that Caſe, is ſo very unfair, u. 


2 What our Brethren give out as the Firſt Riſe of the preſent 


of Digunction, offered unto the Presbytery a Paper of Scrnples + 


* ceration ? :* And the An{wers then made to that Paper (which 
were approved by a the Brethren now proteſtins ; yea, the Fir? | 


8 EY af 
Anſwers) it was replied, among other Things, to the forelaid 


Scruple | ; | 


N "Eh ; | . 5 | 22 1 
* This had been the Gufe, particu/arly among ſome traying SOC. 


+ 


„ thercot, in the Manner propoſed, than the Presbytery in then 


ſind the Matter repreſented as in the Preambls to the Reaſong 
3 


ory Overtures laid beſore the Committee for Overtures, from the 


_ Committee a general Jverture from the Aſſociate Presbytery d 


That the faid general Overtwe, bad a ſpecial View to the ſame 


Vice thereto, had bern laid /e gereralty, upon ſuppoſing that the 
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uple about the Burgeſs-Oath ; that, © As all the Members woll 
have better Acceſs to conſider upon that Matter in their te 
* ſpective Hreshileries, for having their Opinions ĩhereanent ite 
” miliew to the F Meeting of Sued; fo the Syned could che. 
put be in a better Capacity for overtaking à ConkideratighMitic 


„ preſent Situation“. This indeed is the very firſt Rij 
of the Debate, that our Brethren had'any Concern with hue: 
And a Riſe it is, upon which, at the very firſt, they concurrel 
as much as cm. without tlie Icalt Demurr, in pointing out the ak 
fair of the Burgels-Oach, in the above Manner, as Buſineſs pro 
per for being introduced, by the ſeveral Presbyteries, unto the Firl 
Meeting of Synod : Al} which conſidered, it is really Rrange t 


of Diſſent and Protelt. BI | 6 3:3, 55 | 
Morcover, the Account given of the TatreduQion and Managę 
ment of this Ailair, at the firlt Meeting of Synod, is likewiſe un 


ju1; For, the Caſe was plainly 28 follows. Along with fun 


Aſiaciate Presbytery of Dunſerriliue; there was preſented a Traub 
million of an Overture about the Affair of the Burgeſi-Vuth 
with a Biſſent by two Brethren of ſaid Presbytery from tha 
Tranimilſon, Reaſons of Diſſent, and Anſwers to theſe Reaſons; 
all wiich were read. At the ſame Time, there was before the 


Edinburgh, for the Synod 10 conſider upon and endeavour the 
Removal of any publick Bars that might be ' preſently found in 
the Way of duc Proprefs in Covenanting-work : And, upon 
v. Mate is above, foine Brethren from that Presbytery did ſignify, 


Aſtaic oi he Burg23-2ath ; and, that the Aftair having been un 
der fone Confideration in their Presbytery, the Overture, witha 


Matter would be inttoduczd unto that Meeting of Synod, un 
rein from elfewhere: Aud accordiagly, this general Over 
ture was afterwards ſallen from, by the Brethren of that Presby- 
tery then preſent ; when they tound it, as to the fpecig] Deſign 
thereof, rran{mitted upon the Matter, by the Committee's. tranF 
g ting to the Sy nod what was before them, on the ſame Head, 
from the Aſſociate Presþytery of Dunfermiue. Hereapon, tht 
Committce form concluded, that now, the Synod's doing fume 
ming abont the A Hir of the Burgeſi-Oatb, was nearly connected 
with the ater of Piogrefs in Corerenting-Werk, and was gecella 


1 
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ts elexr the Way for that Progreſs: And therefore, whatever 
:fieulties or Grounds of Deraur appeared about the Formality 
the ſore ſaid Tranſmiſſion, all did egſihß agree to wave Nelibe= :- 
tion and Diſpute upon that Point, as being of ſmall Moment 
the Overture itſelf ; which accordingly they did as be 5 
wnimeuſly, without a Vote, tranſmit unto the Synod in the 
ront of Tundry other Overtures which they tranſmized on that 
mr... | 3 eee 
In this Shape did the Matter come before the Synod, in March 

145: And then indeed, ſome of the Brethren now proteſting . :. 


Fi wo of whom only had belonged to the Committee for Overtures) 
ge d take Occaſion to ſignify their DiſſatisfaQion with the Method. 
aſon the Tranſmiſſion from Dunfermline Presbytery, and with the 


onduct of Two Brethren relative to this Affait at a late Sacra- 
ental Occaſion: But, without any Diſpute about the Overture, -, 
d without a Vote, the Synod uvanimeuſly reecived the ſame, as 2 
ſtood in the firſt Room among theſe other Overtures; along 


n thefWith which it was, without any Debate or Vote, unanimouſly refers... 
"raved to a pro re nata Meeting of Synod, at Edinburgh in May the 


Cath id Year. And this being the real State of the Caſe, it is far. 


1 thaſWom being duly related by our Brethren, in the ſecond Paragraph 
ſons; f their Preamble. | 7? | Dh 


e the 
ery of 
r the 


But the Narration which they make of the after Progreſi of. 
his Matter, is {till more unfair, and very ungecountuble. As, 
tmo. They teil, That © the Brethren (viz. the two Brethren ) 


nd in who firſt brought this Debate upon the Field, would not give 
upon Way to the Conſideration of any other Overture, of what- _ 
gniſ ver Importance, till the Queſtion about the Burgeſs-Oath ſhould _ 
fame be firſt diſcuſſed ;” and they immediately give this out wich an 

n um ccerdingly, as tmeSpring of the Reaſoning upon the Matter, when 

with ahne Synod met in May 1745. Now, beſide what is here repet- 


at the 
un 
Over 


| about the Riſe of the Debate, which has been conkdered al- | 
ady ; and without inſiſting upon the Face of Ab/ardity and Log 
eſs there is in this Story, as to tha very wniecent Refledtion. . 


resby·hich it caſts upon the Synod, through the Sides of Two Brethren ; 
Delign t is ſurt her remarkable, that the Matter of Fact is here aſiag ether 


trank{oncea/ad or miſrepreſented, For, 8 
Head 1. As it noway holds, that thoſe two Brethren were ſingular, in 
u, thee Management of this Affair before the Synod: It as little 
ſome olds, (tho' plainly inſinuated by our Brethren) that an Enttance 
„ect pon the Affair, at that Meeting of Synod, was with any Struggle 
ceeſſur Diſpute. On the contrary, tho' it was never 4greed lo, yea 

er propoſed (as will appear afterwards) that zo eier Overture" 

| - | ſhould « 
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mould be eonſidered before this about the Burgeſs-Oath ; yet 
' + ..therto, the Synod were realiſy unanimous in concluding that, ,j 


0 9 connecled with the Affair of Progreſi in Covenanting-worl 
they were 45 readily unanimous about proceeding expeditiouſly i 
neſs and Diſſatisſactien, about what Neceſſity appeared of takin 
the ſame under Conſideration; ſo as to blame and reflect upon: 
well known, that it was not till after the firſt Meeting of Sync 
Length during their ſecen 


. they did, 


ouglit to drop it as a Thing they had na Buſineſs with: Ye 


met at Edinburgh, in May 1745 ; having ſpent the firſt Day 


Copios of different Burgeſs-Oaths before them; they had a. go 
deal of Reaſoning upon the. Subject : Wherein there were ( 


unto the Synod, on the third Day of their Meetingy that tl 


* 


Matters ſtood, their doing ſomething about this Affair was ne | 


and neceſſary to clear the Way for that Progreſs : Whereſe 


to the Buſineſs. It is true indeed that, from the firſt Introdud 
on of the Matter into the Synod, our Brethren did ſignify Unes 


mers for it, that Things were come to this Paſs: But it is ye 


and ti!] Reaſoning on the 2 had been proeeeded in at fon 
Meeting, that they began to qua 

any age given to is Overture before ethers. And, iy 
then and afterwards, come the Length of ſpurning 

gainſt any further Conſideration of the Matter; yea of argui 
that the Synod ſhould net have meddled with it, and that th 


when this could not be obtained, they did- ſtill, from Time 
Time, acquieſce and concur in further Reaſoning thereupon. 
2. The Caſe, more particularly, ſtands thus. When the Syn 


their Meeting in a publick Faſt ; on the /econd Day thereof, y 
Committee for Overtures appointed at their former Meeting, 
continued, with the Addition of Six other Miniſters, T hren 
whom are now proteſting : And the ſaid Committee got ge 
Orders to ripen for the Synod the Matters to come before the 
Ageordingly this Committe, having under Conſideration, at 
Sederunts, the Overture about the Burgeſ5-Oath ; and havi 


jections made by one Side, againſt ſundry Clauſes of theſe Oath 
and, by the other Side, Anſwers were offered thereunto : Af 
which, the Committee did manimouſiy, without a Vote, over 


fhould take tlie Affair under Conſideration at a private Segerml 
and this the Synod did unanimouſly, without Diſpure or Vote, ag 
to have dene the Day following. Wherefore on that fourth Day 
their Meeting, they entered without any Demur upon this Al. 
beginning with the fir/?, viz. the religious Clauſe of fome Burgas 
Oaths, particularly in Edinburgh; which was reaſoned wile 
then 3 at ſome Aﬀter;/ederunts.. | '. _ 
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Moreover, by the foreſaid Words and what immediately follows, 
is plainly given out, as if the Synod had not got any other Over. 
nen fo mach as taken under Confideration, at their Meeting in May 
wong: yea, nor at their Aﬀer-meetings, till that about the Burgeſs- 
ele ch was diſcuſſed ; tho'the Diſcuſſion ef the jirſt Clauſe thereof was 
Hand, aftet their Meetiiigs in September and November 1745, till | 
e luſt Day fave one oſtheir Meeting in April 17 46: And the mani- 
| Scope of this Story is to bring other Members of Sy nod ander 
Odum of an inconſidetate and blind Zeal, upon the Overture 
out the Burpeſs-Oath. But, on the contrary, the Minufts of the 
ecting in May 1745, do teſtify, that before this Overture was 
red e (and indeed without the leaſt Oppoſition 10 the 
o Brethren or any elſe) three other Overtures were diſcuſſed, 
dn fourth proceeded in as far as the Nature of it could then 
ow : And as other Pieces of Buſineſs were then handled, both 
fore entring on that Affair, and in the Intervals of Reaſoning 
teupon; ſo, after the Concluſion of the. Reaſoning for that 
ime, ano her Overture was diſcuſſed, and two more proceeded = 
23 far as the Nature thereof could then allow: And ii 
e Manner the Minutes teſtify, that during the Aſter- 
tings when that Affair was in Dependenee, the Synod 
ceded in the Conſideration of other Overtures. beſide exped- 
Variety of other Buſineſs. 5 „„ Ro SS BL 
20, Our Brethren having further obſerved, That there was long 
zfoning about this Affair, at ſome Sederunis of the Meeting int 
ember 1745, (which Reaſoning was moſtly at ene Sederunt;and 
upon the Queſtion, Whether the Synod ſhould continue to ſit 
t Week and proceed in the Affair, or delay till a pro re nata 
ing in November ? Which laſt carried by Vote ;) and having 
erved likewiſe, the Time ſpent in reaſoning on this Subject, 
the faid Meeting in November, after which the Matter was ſtill 
bay till the Meeting at Edinburgh, in April 1746: From 
this they deduce a general Inference, in the Words following: 
By all which frequent Delays,, aſter ſo many long and tedious. 
Reafonings; it evidently appears how averſe the Majority of 
ie Synod were to determine a Point never formerly in De- 
ee, ſo far as we know, in the Church of Scotland.” Now, 
laid Majority of Synod (excepting out 5 are ſenſibly 
ed, by alledging that their Averſneſs, fo long, from a Deters 
ation, did turn upon the Reaſon here told, which will after- | 
ds occur to be examined: And, by the above Inference, 
ters are greatly miſrepreſented. For, 7 
is very well known, that in each Meeting of $ynod ben 
Affair was in Dependence, the Majority by much, of theſd 
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who inter feered with any Declaration of their Judgment,” did 
ways do fo, to the very ſame Purpoſe with what is laid in the & 
tence of Synod now proteſted againſt: And the true Reaſon 
the Delays, from Time to Time, was this. Some of the Brethy 
now proteſting, did ſtill ſo ſtrenuouſly oppoſe any ſuch Detem 
nation, arguing the Inevitableneſs of a Rupture upon Suppoli 
on thereof; that ſome of the other Members did, for a Ti 
conceive that the Conſequences of a Deciſion might be worſe th 
theſe of | ſame further Delay: And therefore, from Fear of 
'Breach, Deſire of Harmony, and Tenderneſs to theſe Brethn 
the Majority went into ſeveral Delays : But as one Member, 
the other Side from our Brethren, did inſiſt much for ſome of the 
4 . Delays; he at the ſame Time declared, that if ſome furth 
Reaſonings ſhould be without the deſired Effect, he would be d 
liged to vote for a Deciſion according to his Light. Moreon 
the Minutes of Synod do oftner than once mention the Fear g 
Brench, as the Reaſon of delaying : But it is certain, that thy 
appeared not then any Reaſon to fear a Breach in 7 6 up 
| this Head, with reſpect to me than have ſince proteſted : . 
| it is as certain, that nothing but their Oppoſition procured ſu 
y long end tedious Reaſonings on the Subject, and prevented the 
k ned's coming to ſuch a Deciſion thereupon, as they have 10 
made, eyen in their firſt Meeting when the Affair was entred q 
? 212. at Edinburgh, in May 1745. „„ 
' 3tio. The Management of this Buſineſs, in the Meeting of $ 
nod at Edinburgh, in April 1746, when they came to a:Sexten 
thereupon, is, by our Brethrens Account, peculiarly clouded 1 

miſrepreſented. Oba 1 
They ſpeak as if ſome of the ir Brethren had, on the firſt Wa 
of the Meeting, deceived them with the Appearance of, an he 
ing Diſpoſition, and a Propoſal of going in to ſome healing Ove 
ture, for putting an amicable Period to the Affair; and had th 
enticed them to Fay another Week, under no ſmall Necellity. 
going home: Whereas, on the /econd Week, they were greatii 
ſurpriſed in finding no Continuænce of the former healing Dil 
ſition; the View whereof (they alledge ) had prevegted ſevaſpal 
Members whe were preſent on the firſt Week, from returning 
the /econd > But that, all Overtures of Peace being rejected 
preſent Deciſion was ſtrenuouſly inſiſted upon.---This is the Shaf 
n Which our Brethren repreſent the Matter: Whereas, 2. 
1. The Synod being met at Edinburgh, in April 1746; Ur] 
having returned to the Conſideration of the Affair of the Burgh 
Oath, in the Aſternoon's 'Sederunt, in the ſecond Day of that 
Meeting: They did unanimouſiy agree not to reſume _ Re 
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ning about the religious Clauſe ; but to conſider upon . ſame O: 
ertures for bringing that Debate unto an Iſſue. All were of the 
ind that there had already been enough of the former Reaſon- 
g: And ſome Members being much apprehenſive, that the 
jontinuance of our Brethrens Oppoſition, was moſtly, if not wholly, 
wing to Miſtakes of what was inſiſted for; ſuch Miſtakes as it 
ill aſterwards appear were then really entertained, and are. ſtill ad- 
rel to by them: It was therefore ſuggeſted, that the propet- 


e Way of removing theſe Miſtakes, for coming to an amicable | 
te in this Point of Debate, would be to proceed next unto an 
er, Wamining what Opertures might be propoſed. on both Sides, for 


rminating the ſame.. And thus, indeed, as ſome did ſigniſy a 
erſualion that their Brethren on the other Side, did greatly my- 
derſtond and miſconſtruct them; ſo, they expreſſed much Hope, 
at, by the Method of Overtures as above, an Harmony might 
e attainced: Rut none of the Brethron who had formerly declar- 
d their judgment as in the Sentence of 8&ynod now paſſed, did 
vive the /ea/? Occaſion of ſuppoling that they had altered the 
me; or that they could be ſatisfied with the Synod's doing any 
bing le/5, in a Deciſion of the Matter, than what they have now. 
e ug Wherefore, ſome. Overtures, as above, having been propoſed + 
| reaſoned upoa, at that Sederunt, without coming to an Iſſue; 
rther Procedure this way was then deferred: But there was an 
# enizous Agreement for proceeding, on the /ecord Ween, to ſome 
enleDeci/on that might prevent a renewing of the Debate, for retarde 
g other Buſineſs, at next Meeting. Yea, ſo fenkble did our 
rethren then appear, of the Necz2/ity of ſome ſuch Deciſion ; that, 
ter much reaſoning about ſame Overtures, on the firſ} Week, 
n hithout Effe g, they did net propoſe any ſuch Thing as a ſimple 
Oly till next ordinary Meeting. | 1 | 
Upon the whole, it is manifeſt, that all Members, on the firſt 
flity Wet, bad os fair Advertiſement as could hen taks Place, of what 
grculioht follow on the /econd Met: And it will afterwards appear, 
at inſtead of the alledged Decay, at this Time, of a former 
cvaling Dipolition ; there was only a mournſul Diſappointment = 
ning of that Healing which had been propoſed, and was rationally to be 
pected, from that Overture which the Synod turned unt6 a Sen- 
xe ShafWnce: But, Re TRIS 15 
2, Concerning the Overtures of Peace that were propoſed ; 
WW Brethren ſpeak as if there had been nene but from their Side, 
o the Caſe yas otherways ; Again, they ſpeak as iſ theſe pre- 
of that by them had met with nothing but Necker, ths” each of 
EEE... ES on pO 
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then was firſt reaſaned upon, till found wnreeſonable : And 
of the Overtures from their Side, is conceale,f. More particularly 
(1.) One of their Overtures was for explaining the religion 
Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, “ According to the origiaal au 
% obvious Meaning and Intent of the Words themſelves, in tu 
« a Senſe as might be adapted to the preſent Teltimeny, cſj:cch 
ally as Magiſtrates of Burroughs are tlie original Framers aul 
« AJminittrators of the ſaid! Oath,” Becguſe there will be On 
caſion afterwards for examining this Overture; it is Ju{licient lens 1 
to remember, that the Synod could not ſee how it was c91%þete! 
for them as a chercher and im their peculiar Bit uatiogt 
nor hew they could, without expoling their Churacter, oller t 
explain any Oath framed and adminiſtrated by any Civil-Authe 
rity. And further, that this Overture was 100 „le rinus lor th 
gynod: For, as they had no Buſineſs here, unlets wich the fro 
ent Tatcnt of the Words; fo, they know no pre/ent /ntent of th 
Hords themſeives, but according as, in the preſent U/e thered 
they are manifeſty ie,, Again, this Overture tells, tha 
the Meaning to be explained is ebvions, which fays that an Exyl 
cation was red!ly neeeſs ; and yet this fame Overture is for aliens 
P.:xplication in /uich a Senſe as might be adapted to the preſent Te 
timany, which, if it meancth any Thing, fays,that an F,xplicat 
en was rely nee fu: But, if this Overture was made, mereh 
in Conleſcentence io other Members; theſe could, by no Mean 
have their Conſciences ſalved by ſuch an Expedient, confideri 
what is above, and will occur aſterwards. 
( 2.) Another of theſe Overtures was, for © mutual Forben 
4 ance of one another in the preſent Queilion, as being one « 
„ theſe Things which was never Matter of Feſtimony in th 
„ (Church of Scotland, and whereunto we never had attained, 
This Forbearance, as allo the Raaſon here prodaced Por it, ul 
come into particular Conſideration afterwards. But it may Wiſhe 
obſerved in this Place, that, beſide the Difficulties attending jud 
an Overture, upon a Queſtion directly about Sin or Duty, in t 
momentuons Affair 0j an Oath, and fa early affecting the Matt 
of Progreſs in Covenanting-work.; even upon Suppoſſzion of 1 
$ynod's ſorbearing a preſent Deciſion in the Qucltion, our Bei 
ren would by no Means agree to forbear, in the mean Tine, Mie 
Almiſſion ef theſe engaged in ſuch Burgeſs-Oaths, into the Boaliſſieal 
for renewing the Covenants ; any more than it the Synòd had pine 
ſeq Sentence on their Side; tho” yet it was to remain a QuettionÞþur 
whether an Engagement in ſuch Oaths was incon/i/lent with Nes 
| Entrance into the fad Bond: Wherefore, it could not. eppſmo: 
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t the Forbearance prepoſed was really mutual, or any way cal” 
lated for preſervmg Peace, and preventing different Practices. 
(3) The next of theſe Overtures was, ® That for the Jake a 
peace, and to prevent different Practices, any u:der our In- 
ſpection, who are to enter Burgeſſes, be adviſed to take the 
Burgels-Oath, without the foreſaid Firſt Clauſe, till the Mem- 
bers of the 8y nod come to ſee more clearly ye to Eye in the 
nter. But this Overture, as propoſed, and then inſiſted on, 
ws no way habile for gaining the Knd. For, it noway extended 
to the Caſe of thoſe who were alrealy engaged in ſuch Bur- 
f-Oaths : Again ir behoved to imply the Synoud's Allowance 
the ohe Clauſos of theſe Oathis ; tho' yet they had not over- 


he 
cen 
tion 


athoWlcn the Conſideration thereof; and tho' our Brethren knew 
r hcl! cnough, that other Clauſes had been quarreli**, when the 
2 profW@fſair of the-Burgeſs-Oath was generally converſed upon, by* the 
of Waiter tor Overtures, at the Mecting in May 1745: More- 


creofWer, our Brothren would by no means grant, that theſe ve 
ould reſulc to follow. the Advice of the Overture, ſhould net, 7x 
"ole mew Time, be admitted into the Bond: fer renewing the Co- 
enants ; and how then could ſuch an Overture, it gone inro, 
ve been available, for preſerving Peace and preventing dife- 
Practices? But, 
nerdy (. There was a further Overture propoſed in Vit, from our Bre- 
leu rens Side, which is now paſſed in Silence; vir. An Overture 
a neu Religious Clauſe fer theſe Burgels-Qaths ; and that Se- 
ers, when Occafion offered, ſhould inſiſt for having the Oath 
miniſtrate to them with this new Clauſe ; or, otherwiſe, ſhould 
one Mule it altogether, It is needleſs to make particular Remarks 
in tiWpon this pecuiar Sort of Ovartare : But there is Reaſon for 
ſerving, That, if it meant any Thing, it generally meam juſt 
t, vi hat the Synod have declared by their Sentence, about ſwearing 
he Religious Clauſe of forme Burgeſs-Oaths. viz. That the do- 
glois not right: And it ſerved to ſhew that they had yield- 
in long enough to the Oppoſition, when the fame, with ſome at 
MangFeait, turned out in ſuch an a#f/urd Appearance. Moncover, | 
ol 1 (5.) Oyr Brethren ought 10 remember, that what is now the 
' BreiiW@ynod's Sentence, was for ſome Time infifted upon, by theſe of 
ne, Ie other Side, as an heating Overture. And it was really an 
1: Booſſealmg, Overture, an Overture of Peace: For, as will appear 
had pier wards, it was duly lard for removing Jeep Miſtakes which 
ucttioÞur Bretheren laboured under; fo that if they had yiel/e! te the 
with removal of theſs Miſtakes thereby, more Peace and Har- 
. appeznony might have enſued than was any otherwife probable : 
| further, as they had oftner than once diſcovered, 


lar Situation of the A//5ciate Presbytery for ſome Years before th 
Disjunction, and of the Synod ſince, there have uſed to Ms 


the Lord's Work among their Hands behoved, even in Matten 


ly negleded. And more particularly, 


many as ever attended any Meeting of Synod before that Time: 
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that their Oppoſition to a Deciſion on the frſt Clauſe, 
much for preventing. an Examination of ſcme. following; ¶Mitue 
an Article for Peace, on this Point, was laid in the Concliſi um 
of that Overture and Sentence; as thereby the Brethrg 
who had ſtgnitied: material. Difficulties upon other Clauſes, d 
yet agree not to inſiſt for an immediate Procedure, in Mut 
preſent Circumſtanees, unto any Confideration thereof. ad! 
Ito. Our Bretheren produce à Charge againſt the Sentence. 
Synod, from the Thinne/5 of that Metting in which, and em 
Smallneſt of that Majority by which it was carried : For ih 
eomplain, that it was © carricd by a ſinall Majority of 7 hir!ef 
* te Mine; not fo much as one Half of the eonſtituent Men o be 
bers of the Synod being preſent, when, the Deciſion of ſuch a 


© important-Queſtion was paſſed ”, Upon this Head, ſandrififfÞpms 
Things are to be obſerved, for ſetting the Matter in a due Light 


And in general, it is well enough known, that, from the pe 


ffecial Deficiencies, as to the Attendance of Miniſters upon the aid! 
leveral Meetings: But that, more eſpecially, the Attend ance aſÞ** 
Elders was always wery uncertain and precarious; conſidering ben 
great Diſtances, with the Engagements of Buſineſs at Home, a 
pecially in ſuch Seaſons of the Year as that when the Sentend 
paſſed, beſide other common Occurrences ; ſo that ordinarily ee 
Elders cane up, and fewer attended both Weeks, when the Meet! t 
ing continued mare than one. Wherefore, as our Brethren": 
very well knew, if theſe Judic atories had uſed to % Procedure 
upon the Abſence of /ome of the Miniſters, or moſt of the Elders; 


of gi eateſt Importance or Urgency, to have been ſadly, yea, ſinful 


1. As to the Meeting of Synod in April 1746, the preſent 


| Caſe ſtands thus. Of Twenty eight Miniſters then belonging ufer. 


the Synod, Twenty three did attend on the Firſt Week; being ufer 


And there were preſent Fourteen Elders ; being more hy ſeveral 
than had ever come up at the Examination of the Affair, before 
that Time. But, on the Second Week, only Twenty of theo» 
Minifters returned; tho? ſometimes as few, ſometimes fewer, 
had attended or returned at Meetings formerly: And there re 
turned only Five Elders, with a Sixth who had not come up bei 
fore. Moreover, conſidering that Z/ders who never came up from 
Seſſions, to be received by the Synod as commiſſioned fer this Pur:*® 


= 
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aſe; were not properlyConſtituent Members thereof, fo that tlie Con- 
ituent Members were properly tobe reckoned as above, vig. In 


IT. . * : 

ch umber Forty three; it is therefore unfairly ſaid by our Brethren, 
the hat not ſo much as dne Half of the Conſtituent. Members were 
„ en preſent ; when of the Forty three, Twenty fix were preſent. 


zut after all, according to what has been obſerved already, they 
ad no Reaſon, during the former Dependence of the Affair, to 
xpect that a fuller Meeting could have been of more Advantage, 
omparatively, to their Side of the Cauſe, but the very Re- 
72 1 „ . 
. As the Dependence of this Matter before the Synod, behoved 
o be well enough known, all along, by all concerned; ſo, itcanbe in- 

ructed from the Minutes, that, from the Firſt Entrance upen the 
ame, the /coveral De/ays were made, witha View of coming te a De- 

an at every next Meeting: Wherefore, the Synod are noway 

nſwerable for it, that more Members did not attend on the Firſt 

Week of the Meeting in April 1746. Again it appears from what 

das been ſaid already, that all who attended on the Firſt Weck oſ 
aid Meeting. had due Information of what was to be in Hand cn the 
ace cen Week, yea that fome Deciſion was in View; and none of 
bem had any Ground given to conclude that the Matter might 
e delayed further, or that ſuch a Deciſion might not fall out as 
\tencſſÞGually came to pals : Wherefore the Synod are as little an- 
werable that more Members returned not, on this Second Week 
Wt the Meeting; nor was it reaſonable, from the Poſture of Aſ- 
airs and Presbyterian Principles, to delay urgent Buſineſs upon 
wt Score. Moreover, as to the Importance of the Queſtion, 
hich our Bretheen give out for a Reaſon againſt Procedure to a 


atten Meciſſen, in the ſoreſaid Circumſtances; this very Importance, 
infulWonlidering the Nature of the Thing in itſelf, and the Connection 


bereof with Covenanting-work, was the very Reaſon why the 
nod could not longer delay a Deciſion : And it will appear af- 
erwards, that this, as a Reaſon for proceeding, did juſtly prepon · 
erate all Reaſons which could be then adduced for a further Delay. 
3. The ANoiſe which our Brethren now make, againſt Proce- 
lore to Deen, from the Thinne/5 of the Meeting on the Second 

eek, will appear moſt unaceountable, upon conſidering what fol- 
ows. When the Affair was reſumed, at the. ſecond Sederunt of 
is Meeting on the ſecond Week, they did not then reſiect 
m Wway upon the T hinne/ſs of the Mecting, ſo as to propoſe 
ny Delay of further Procedure from that Conſideration : But, 
> from ter ſome Time then ſpent upon it, there was a general Agree- 
s Pur: ent, without a Vote, to reſume further Conſerence upon the 
pal abzect, at the Forenoon's Sederunt, next Day. Moreover, 
3 ͤ ----- 0 | | when 
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when that de derunt came, after long Reaſoning without Effect, 
did not yet inſiſt for a Delay of further Procedure: But, on 
contrary, the Minute of ſaid Seferunt runs in theſe Te 
* Reſum'd Conference upon the Affair of the firſt Clauſe 


* poted for bringing that Matter to an Iſſue; and after | 


Was coming to a Vote, that our Brethren began to inſiſt for a I 


of Thirteen to Mus; it is to be remarked, that our Brethren hi 
uo Reaſon, from the Nature of the Vote, to conceive that eve 
_ #/l theſe Nine were on their Side, as to the Cauſe itſelf. Thai 


prehended any Expediency of ſome further Delay, whether oth 
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« ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, particularly of the ſeveral Overtures y 


« Reaſoning upon the ſaid Overtures, the Synod agreed to con 
* at ext Sexerunt, to a Stato of a Queſtion, for terminating 
* Debate” : And tho! this Minute, importing ſuch -a gen 
Agreement without a Vote, was read before them at that 8 
runt ; and again at the Aſternoon's Sederum in which the Dec 
on was made; yet none of them did ever alledge, as if they Mute 
been imjured thereby. Yea, it was not till after ſome Reaſoni ; 
at the Selerunxt when the Deciſion was made, and till the Matt 


lay till next ordinary Meeting: And as for the Thinnefs off 
Meeting, they did not begin to plead upon it, till next Day ah 


the Sentence, when they gave in their written Diſſent and Moor 


teil ; Neither indeed could they, in a Conſiſteney with th 


ſelves, have pled the Thinneſs of the Meeting, during the Mn 
ſoning before the Sentence; ſeeing this would have been 2s ftro 


an Argument againlt iſſuing in ſome of 1heir own Dvertures whit 
they urged molt, as againſt the Sentence which was paſſa 


From all which it appears, that their Qitarre] with the Tyner, 


of ſaid Metting, is quite out of Time, and quite urea 
ble. Again. | | 2 
4. As to the Sentence having been carried by à fmall Major 


bad, all aleng, taken very cautious Care not to have their Sidet 
ve Controverſy put to the Riſque of a Vote: So that whe 
once and again, at former Mectings, a Vote on the Metits of ti 
Cauſe had been inſiſted ſor, they never put their $ide of the Mere 
iroverſy into a Side of the Queſtion for a Vote; but their Side( 
the Queſtion was always for a /impls Delay till neyt orcin 

Meeting; whereby they ſtill made themſelves /ure of all who api 


wile on their Side or not. Accordjngly, when that Overtu 
which the Synod have turned into a Sentence, was juſt comil 
to a Vote; they did not offer te propoſe for their Side of the Que 
tion, any of thoje Overtures which they had earneſtly urged du 
ing the Reaſoning; but they came then at - /aſt to propoſe fe 
their Side of the Queſtion, a /impls Delay till or wy 
5 N eeting 
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| eeting: Nor was it any Wonder, whea the Vote came 10 

on i; Stats, that two, not otherwiſe on their Side, voted 'a De- 
e ** and that T hrge were ſilent in the Vote; white Thirteen, 
ger much Heavineſs of Spirit, found themſelves ob liged, from 
onſiderations that wijl occur by and by, to vote the Deciſion, 
en in Oppoſition to a ſimple Delay. Wherefore, abſtracting from 


cone Brother of the faid Tuo that voted a Delay; who profeſſed 
tes and Difficulties only. about the Deciſion when made; while 


Þ more ſibngly profeſſed Difficulties on the o her Hand, about the 
ge- Heth: But ſeeing the other of theſe Two, with the Three 
at had been filent in the Vote, did, by their Silence acquieſce in the 


e Wotence when paſſed ; and ſceing the Moderators Acquicicence 
ſoni it was well known; it is then manifeſt, that the Diviſion of 
Matt | 


Members preſent, upon the Sentence itſelf, was by no Means 
2 DF 7hiricen to Niue, but of Eighteen to Seven; in, as to ihe 
niflcrs, of Fourteen to Five. | 5 
5to, In the Preamble and afterwards, there are ſundry Accu- 
ons laid againſt Brethren of Synod, as guilty of undue Warmth, 
bing, driving, and more than ordinary Keeneſs of Spirit in this 


air : And there is Neceſlity of ſome Reply on this Head, for 


fro dicating both the Synod and their Sentence | 
wh It is true, that none of the Brethren accuſed will pretend to be, 
pafſ Gro againſt unlue Warmth of Spirit, when violenily, and in. their 


ew very unregſonably .oppoſed ; eſpecially -upon an Affair, 
ich required no ſmall Meaſure of, what the Scripture calls, a 
lending earneſtly for the Faith once delivered unto the Saints, This 
fair, at the firſt Opening of it, did appear to ſome in ſuch a 
zht, that beſides the Bar thrown into the Way of due Pro- 
in Covenanting-work, by the Debate and Difference there- 
TheWon ; they reckoned the Debate maintained by our Brethren to 
vetrinental or prejudicial unto the Teſtimony already lifted 
hei and avouched by this Synod ; as conceiving that a due and 
of Ment Adherence to the ſaid Teſtimony, was materially impunged 
he Gt eredy : And they expreſſed great Fears, from the Beginning. 
the Controverſy, that a prot*adting the Debate, by Delays of 
Deciſion an ſucha Queſtion, while the Gererality of the Synod 
ds clear about the Point, might prove an Occaſion and Mean of 
r otbetWrther bewildering to our Brethren : On which Accounts, the y had 
unllerted from fome Delays thereof. Morvover, as our Bre- 
comllirens Oppoſition did indeed gradually increaſe, it required a good 
e Que of Patience to bear with their Method of fighting againſt a 
citon ; by ſpurning againſt Conſideration of the Affair, by 
ofe Marge Refinements and Auſtractions about the Clauſe in Contro-— 
ly, by,extrateous Diſcourſes and Suppoſitions about former T. _ 
4 F | | 
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and by tragical Declamaticns about a Breach.— But further, 
particular Cafe, as to any ſtrenuous inſiſting for a Deciſion 
April laſt, was really this: The Members of Synod did theney 
more generally than ever before, to conclude that a further De 
behd ved, in all Probability, to be of wor/e Conſequence than a ri 
ent Deciſion, as to any apparent Hazard of a Breach then lei 
With our Brethren : In regard particularly, that ſome of thelf 
conform to what is laid in their Preteſt, had then ſigniſied tif 
Inclinations about Procedure in Covenanting- work, in /uch a M 
her, as gave juſt Ground to fear that, before another Meeting rag 
_ Synod, different yea contrary Methods ef Procedure in that Wa 
might be on Foot among the People: And the Synod fou 
_ themſelves obliged to make a Deciſion at that Time; as a n t 
fary Step toward preventing ſuch an awful Poſture of Affairs, af the 

_ neceſſary for their own Exoneration in the Matter, whether en 
ſhould prove ſucceſsſul or not. = | | 


Ae Narration of the Preamble is now diſcuſſed ; An 
| appears upon the whole, That the Character which: 
given thereof in the Entry, is 790 juſt ; fo that our Bretheren H St: 
thereby done no Service to their 9wn Side, but given a very 
lf bodding Introduction to their Keaſons. The Synod have no I 
j fre in expoſing their Brethren upon that Narrative; but wa 
with Pleaſure liſten to all Apologies for the ſame: And if 
Hurt done thereby were of a fer/onal and private Nature, f 
ſhould willingly have ſuffered all with Silence: However, N Ut 
| ing the Hurt is done unto the Reputation of the Court, and of tl 
| . Condudt ; they were. obliged to make the foregoing Keview, 
i the Homur of 11M whoſe the Court is, and for the Greait of 
'... ork, as among their Hands in the prefent Controverſy. Mc 
- over, it is too well known, that our Brethren have ſeen meet 
let /undry Copies of their whole Paper ge abroad among the Peg 
zin different and diſtant Corners; and that the Prejudices abi 
Aa againſt the Synod's Sentence, are much owing to Mzſrepreſent 
10 ous of the Method of their Procedure, as laid in the ſaid P 
| and induftriceſh ſpread otherwiſe: Wherefore, there was n 
| than ordinary need for examining that Narrative, and for « 
Dio at good length. | r 5 
[ Ihe heavy Charge wherewith the Synod and their Sentence 
| loaded in the Proteſt, and the Liberty which our Brethren 
therebv. claim, will appear in their proper Light when the R 
dre conſidered- . / | 
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Concerning other Things of the Preamble, what follows may 
remarked. That as our Brethren did not always appear to 
e the preſent Affair for one of Satan's Fire- balls; fo, they will 
found in a / Miftake, when ſatisſied with viewing it in ſuch 
gut: Likewiſe, it will appear in due Time, that they are 
„ions to theſe of the other Side, in what they mean by 
Wir Expreſſions of condemning the Burgeſi-Oath, and an ab/clute 
nemnation thereof: Again, it is evident from "what has 
a faid, that the Synod and their Sentence are noway be- 
en to them; for the Complement which is made in the laſt 
ragraph of their Preamble : Further, they have no Reaſon 
Wluppoſe, that Peace and Harmony were le/s deſireable, or the 
prehenſion of a Breach /e/s burdenſome to other Brethren 
n to them; tho' heavy Trials this Way muſt be ſubmitted to, 
the Sake of Truth and Duty: And finally, it will appear, 
en the Reaſons ſhall be diſcuſſed, whether our Brethren have 
tributed what they morally could, to preſerve Peace and Har- 
ny in the Synod; whether they were really under that ſolemn . 
Vraiut and utmoſt Neceſſily which they pretend, to enter their 
Anent and Proteſt ; and whether the Weight of their Reaſons, 
ich Hu indeed bear any due Proportion to the Deepneſt of Concern 
en ol Straitnedneſs of Conſcience upon that Head, which they pro- 
very i | 


ut to proceed: Before engaging with the Reaſons ſeverally, it 
is needful, for opening the Subject and preventing ſome Re- 
Itions afterwards, to examine three Grounds of Prejudice againſt. 
zynod's Sentence, wherewith ſundry of the Reaſons are tinctured; 
M shich, tho' noway affecting the Merits of the Cauſe, are ſpe- 
 meet}ly bilt upon by our Brethren. Theſg are, fir/}, that the Sen- 
e is in a Point altogether new, which was never formerly debut, 
fl {e/tioned, or Matter sf Teſtimony, in the Church of Scotland; 
whereunto we never had attained : Secondly, the Sentence i3 
reſented, as if it were 77/urious to the Memory and Reputation 
ur reforming and covenanting Foreſathers, in contradicting 
r Practice of admitting Burgeſſes as well as others to ſwear the 
Fenants: And, in the ird Place, it is repreſented, more 
ticularly, as injurious to the Memory and Reputation of honeſt 
gelſes in that Period. Now it may be eaſily perceived, that a 
ge againſt the Synod, upon all or apy of theſe Greunds, can- 
V „ Nor 
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not be! 'ong but unto an 1 air, nſcund Way of reaſon ing. 
further. 

ino. As to the firſt of theſe, viz. that the Sentence of Sy 
is in a Point quite neu, which was never formerly debalell, 10 0 
ed, or Mutter of 7. eftimony, in the Church of Scotland; and wha 
unto we never hud attained; This is 2 Stting upon which d 
Brethren ſtrike high in their Prednble, again and again; a 
which they reſume in moe than one of their Re: feng, as il it we 
of mighty Conſequence to the Caſe in Hand. Whercas, 
1. 10 defame the Synod's Sentence on that Account, is ang 
ful Step; as being of a native Tendency to di/creit the Laus 
Chriſt and the oradual Method cf his Church hitherto, aby 
wr eftling for Progreſs or Advancement in his Work; unlth 
could be proven, that ſuch are the Attainments of the Church. 
ready, as make it needleſ; and unwarrantable io prefs farther iu 
Ward, if lone concerned refule to go along. 
2. The graiual Neture of Attaintnetits in the Ehureh, a/c 
the Order ol Seaſons, neither ſconer nor latier, herein the fed 
ral Degrees thereof are bro d ght about; this is a 1 hing which uh 
Synod cannot, yea no Creature can be acconntable for; bang wit! 
Lord hath eminently reſerved unto his own Miſclom and Sovereign 
But, when Duty, Decaſton and Capacity, all concur, for makings 
new Advancement in the Church; how abſurd mail it be to pe 
agamſt doing ſo, even through Orpefitien becauſe it was net c 
2 zer, Or was never attained before ef Again, the Lud makes 
Thing beau fu in his Line: Tuere is great Be Sy in his 000 


ing oi /e Seufons for {pe ecial Sten: And when he bicaks We © 
J.itat, unto any further Hep in his Work; as 5 is 2 % F. 
Pcoot of his Preie ue in the Church; and as it affords 57 Nia u. 


0 Praiſe; , it Yi ves new Evidence, how mach Ground 0 
14211 for h:: 2 e Sichnue 13! i: {ge ent 1 ith the Aporik, Philip 111. 
Lot as inongh Ha., alrealy attained, either were alien 5 * 
3- Theoynod have, on this Occaſn m been fh up to a C 
deration and "2 cilion of the ay ent Affair; 10 as they near 
bare, and Vet er was the Cafe former;z, in a reſo nung Pcliol 
7 Church of Scerflund. 

uch Brethren as were taking T.! nought upon n U Subjech 

ee before it was ſtartcd in the 4% Newting of the 5 
Pr 859 erg, can a for themſelves; 5 Khetber or not it te 
holds as the ey profcis, that they were very 7 2 caftonully and un 
pe fel) led and obiges to do 10. However, it is very cegt 
tat tho Synod were noway ſeeking after the Thing, ull it 
provi kniumily voupht in their W ay ; few Members were ae 
PHO lach a 1 hing as as the Burge!z-Qath, belore the Malie n 
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= [7-8/1 Meeting of the Aſſociate Presbytety; and fever had e- 
ten any Burgeis-Ozth, at lealt with a r#ligious Clauſe, till after 
Sym Time. Again, it is as certain, that a little befor# even that 
nei of the Debate which our Brethren notice in their Preamble, 
whoſatters were come to be fo ſituate, as to lay under 4 Neceflity. of 
ich offattining this Point, upon the firſt adverting to it, ſuch a Ne. 
1; h as had not forme?!y taken Place, fince the Riſe of the Seceſ- 
it ven: So rhat, from the ſimple Propoſal of the Thing in Synod, 
kde. the common Talk about it then began, the Synod were 


; ant ler an andiſbenſible Nece ſity to take the fame into Confiderati- 
Lass Fot, Matters in the Seceſſion were then come the length of 


„ ab 
lets 
ut Chi 
Cr 10 


enn Covenunting, the Adminiſtration of a em Oath, in renew- 
2 our Covenants; and this did evidentiy lay all the Miniſters, 
peclally in their Fudicative Capacity, under a ne and Huron 
Neceſſity than ever before, of examining what Oaths an of. 
ctr Feople were otherw!/e concerned with: And upon the very 
h, 3 opening of this Affair in Synod, many Members were of the 
de ſeldoment, that a fwearing the religious Clauſe of fome Burget: - 
hich ichs, was even inconſiſtent with and contradiffory unto a ſwearing 
wat: Oath in renewing our ſolemn Covenants. 
rein From all this it is plain, that the Synod have, on this Occalion, 
cing en Huf, up to a Conlideration of the preſent Affair; ſo as they 
to per were befire. And it is as plain, that they have been ſhut 
net p unto it, ſo as never was the Caſe formerly in 4 reforming Peri- 
cs of the Church of Scat ujẽ; as will appear from the vaſt Diſpa- 
i % betwixt the Caſe of the covenanting Church thei and nw, to 
caks MW: conſidered in a little. 5 

a li Further it is already beginning to appear, as if the Lord had, 
ww Noh his bvercign and adorable Providence, reſerved the pre ſent Af- 
their U 19w; for a general, a momentucus Uſe and End, beyond 
« in. Nhat it was 4e fer, in the late reforming Period which our 
[er fethien uſe to refer unto. Tho! it feemed at %%, as if the Mat- 
a Coir «ould have only affected the Caſe of a few Purgeſes ; yer, 
er ubugb the Debate and Difference thereupon in Synod, it is be- 
FcrioÞomitig a general Trial for the whole witneſſing Body And it will 
e ſound to be properly a Trial of their Sincerity and Stability, 


ubjedf ah refpAt to the Seceſan Teſtimony, which they have been of a | 
bod Time profeſſing. But this is a general, a momentuous Uſe and 
it rer,, beyond whar it was adaptel for, in that reforming Period; 


en fuppohng (which yet is not the Caſe ) that 2 {wearing the 


| Flgious Clauſe of ſome Burgets-Oaths had been condemnatle 
1! it en as much as 2ow Becauſe it would have been competent ta. 
re ape Reformers then, not ſimply to bear witneſs, through Cppeſi- 
tion d | 


an, againit the Thing, in a Way of cleaving to the Teſtimony 
; among. 


unto: Becauſe, for making up the Contradittion or Contrarieh, 


Work, for a /maller Party covenanting, in a Time of Naztond 


eon/iltensy of that Matter. . 
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among their Hands, which yet is / that can he done in aur Cir 
eumſlances ; but it would have been properly competent unto them 
and wery eaſy in their Circumſtances, ta amend and reform the 
Thing itlelf, upen adverting to it, 

4: Aſter all the Synod do entirely refuſe, that what they hav 
come to by the Sentence now proteſted againſt, is anyway ney 
as to the Matter of the Thing, or further than as to the Manug 
thereof; in ſo far as they have nov thereby adopted any ney 
Principle, any new Matter of Teſtimony : But they maintain y 
pon jult Grounds, as will aiterwards appear, that what they haye 
done, is only a new and neceſ/ary Step as to the Manner of Teſti 
mony; or amounts to no more than the making a new Staud ig 
Matters of Principle and Teſtimony, which have been formerly at 
tained and avouched by them; even the whole of that Teltims 
ny, es it lies in a Seceſion Way. | : 

ag, The Sentence of Synod is repreſented, as if it were iu 

rioſ to the Memory and Neputatian of our reforming and Cove 
nantiug Forefathers ; in contradicting their Practice of admitting 
Lurgeſjes as well as others to ſwear the Gopenants. This is the 
manitelt Scope and Amount of what our Brethren do.oftner than 
once harp upon, in their Reatans, about our Reformers : And 
however well ſuch Way of Reaſoning may be calculate for gather: 
ing an dium upon the Synod ; yet, it has no real Tendency to 
moalidate their Sentence. For, 1 

1. Evcn ſſſpoſing that a Swearing the Religious Clauſe of ſome 
Burgeſs-Oaths, had been condemiable in 2 reforming Period before, 
as much as now ; it is yet to be obſerved, That, 

(I.) As our Brethren acknowledge, this Point was never then 
Matter of Teſtimony, yea never in Debate or q leſtiong]!: Where: 
fore, however dif/grent the Synod's Procedure may ſeem from that 
cf our Reformers; it cannot be contratlictory, or contrary there 


it were necdful to prove, that our Reformers had expreſly taken 
vp a Teſtimony, about the Lawfine/5 of Swearing the foreſaid 
Clauſe; yea, about its being confiſtent enough with Covenanting 


Deſection, to (wear it; as the Sentence of Synod is about an In 


Moreover it is very certain, that an Eil fill the ſame in itſelf 
doth yet come under valtly different Conſiderations, according a 
it is brought into Controverſy or not; and at different Times 
when Light thercupon comes in Providence to be ſpecially broke 
up, or not, A common Maxim, that all is good till challengeh 
doth hold comparatively iy ſuch a Caſe, Our Loxp JES 


i 
We 


ir Cir 
them 
'IN the 
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bid of the Jews, in this comparative Reſpeft, 7 I had not come 
nd ſpoken unto them, they had not had Sin ; but now they have ns 
ble for their Sin. To the ſame Purpoſe, the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
ob's Wining at Times of fenorance: And even in ſuch a mo- 
entuous Matter, as that of turning from Antichriſt to Chriſt, the 
all to do fo, with Reference to the breaking up of Light at the 
Reformation, is backed with this notable Argument, Fev. xiv. 7, 
or the Hour of his Jug ment is came; importing, that the Jndg- 
ent of GoD which Antiehriſtian Errors might formerly draw 
town, were as nothing in Compariſon of what a Perſeverance there- 
n, when Light was broke up, would expoſe to. It is therefore 
wſt unaccountable to ſtate a Compariſon betwixt our Caſe, and 
at of our Reſormers, upon the preſent Affair: Seeing the 
Point was never in Debate or Queſtion among them ; which ſays, 
hat they never refuſed or demurred to take it under Confideration ; 
hat they never /hifted or neglected Light upon the Head; and 
hat they never reſiſted or overlooked any ſpecial Providence ſhut- 
ing them up to a Diſcuſſion thereof. LES 1 5 
(2.) An Outcry againſt the Synod, on the preſent Affair, as if 
hey were any way blackning our Reformers, or a reforming 
period, is not only of a bad Appearance, but of a dangerous Ten- 
jency : For, it will ſtrike againſt all new Progreſs md Auvance- 
ent of the Church, in the Lord's Work; becauſe it could {tilt 
te pled, that there had been famous Churches, famous Refermers, 
ere, who had not taken ſuch Steps; but had been over/cen, 
lefeftive, or otherwiſe minded, thereupon. Again, is it an 
indue Refleftion upon the beft in this World, to ſay that 
hey know -but in Part, and are not already perſect! Is it 
ny Injury to our Covenanting Reformers, to ſay, that tho' they 
xreſtled forward in the Lox D's Work, according to their 
es/ure, and the Providences of their Day; yet they attained 
ot unto ſome Steps which the Providences of our Day do more 
pecially ſhut up nnto? Did our Brethren ever argue at this 
Rate, when ſome Points of Teſtimony were eſpouſed by the Aſ- 
ociate Presbytery, which had never been explicitely attained to 
efore, asin the Act about the Doctrine of Grace? Moreover, 
ur reforming Anceſtors e that there would be no 
ed of going further than they had done; but behoved to have 
eckoned themſelves wronged, by uſing the Weight of their Names 
or ſuch a Purpoſe * And an improving what Attainments they 
aye made in the Lor D's Work, inſtead of diſcrediting them, 
ends to preſerve the Memory and advance the Credit of their 
leaſure of Inſtrumentallity, that Way. | 
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in a State of Seceſſion from the conllitute Church wherennto 


| Preamble to the Anfwer,,  -_ © 

2. What has been ſaid, is ſufficient for the Synods Vin e 
tion upon the preſent Article; even ſuppoſing that a SwWn 
the Religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oath, had been condem 0 
lle, in a Reforming Period before, as much as now. But ar 
this no way holds: For, | | 
(1.) There are ſundry Points of religious TE itcithe | 


nov, that were not attained in the Time of our firſt Retormatigis;: | 
when according to our Brethren, the religious Clauſe was fai. | 


ed; nor yet were {ome of them attained under the /a/t retormiiffſe tel! 
Period: Now, it appears from the Proteſtation made ne 16865 th 
noticed in the Anſwers to Mr. Nairn, Page 37, that our Reſoſſ ing 
ers in the laſt Period, were expreſiy of the Mind, that any ge 
Swearing to Religion, without comprehending gl! the PeintzMWi 
Teſtimony attained, aould not be watrantable : So that, in this 
ſped, the /ame religious Oath, commendable in their Days, bchoy 
10 be condemuable in urs. „ 
(2.) The national Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion (ui 


a ſwearing the religious Clauſe in ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, doth bee 


evitably home!ogate, as will be maniſeſted aiterwarcs) are ve 
different now in Point of Purity, from what they were then; 
our Hrethren will not reſuſe: And what is the Meaning of HN 
but that theſe Things which the religious Clauſe doth expreſy at. 
fer unto u, are zery different {rom theſe which it reſerred un 
then? Yea that, in this ze ſpect, /uch a ſwearing of the reiiginÞc 
Clauſe, os now, is a Thing which had zo Being in their Daygſſpme 
and that, in ſo far, the Synod's Sentence does noway meddle wil 
them, nor with any Thing they ever did or had ado. get 
(3.) It is with a ſpecial Reference to Conenanting-work, that this P 
Synod have been led into the Examination and Deciſion, of f 
Queſtion, about the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſi-Sath 
Now, it noways holds, that ener, ſince the Reformation belai 
this Time, the conſtitute Church covenanting, was different, ji 
in Scceſfion, from the conſtilute Church whereunto the national Pp 
f-fion and Settlement of Religion did immediately and formerly Mich 
long: And fo, for Members of a conſtitute Church covenantin 


national Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion do thus belong 
for theſe #0 join with Members of that Church, in any gene ® 
ſwearing to Religion, under that national Profeſſion and SY Mer 
This we ſay is an Aﬀair quite neu, that never had any Para 
in former Covenanting-times. N 

Upon the whole then, it is manifeſt, that Compariſons in MN 
preſent Cafe, with the Practices of our reforming and covenant 
ing Fare-fathets, are quite of the Queſtion ; and that any Chaf 


Preanble to the e fduert. | a b 49 | 


at 1tion, is entirely grounale/ſ;. 


lem io, The Sentence of Synod is repreſented, more murtivulirly; | 
t m r ious to the Memory and Reputation of honeſt Burgeſſes 


that Period. This is likewiſe a grand Point with our Brethren, 
the preſent Coptroverſy, as appears from ſundry of their Rea- 
but there is nothing in it, unto the Purpoſe. Becauſe; 
.. Even /upps/ing that the Engagement of theſe Burgeſſes in 
WM tcligious Clauſe of the Oath, had been the ſame Way ſituate, 
Wis the Caſe now: with ſeceding Burgeſſes; yet, ſome of the 
ines that have been ſaid upon a /ike Suppoſition under the /off 
Mos, may be eaſily actemodated for deſcerning, that ts argue 


pen acce i 
int; Wnt the Sentence, or draw an Odium upon the I nod, from 

this is Quarter; is a Step very unreaſonablein its Nature and dan- 
chorſWerous in its Tendency. But the Caſe then, is noway parallel to 


Be Cafe now, conſidering what has been obſerved :, That there 
tt ſome Points of religious Teſtimony attained now, that ought 


e vel ich were not attained, then: That the national Profeſſion an 
n; Mitlement ef Religion, which are homologated by ſwearing the 
f Uteſaid Clauſe, are very different now, in Point of Purity, fro 


ey dt they were then: And that the honeſt, or reforming and 
d un venanting Burgeſſes then, were of that C:ovenanting-Churth-Body, 


ein bereunto the national Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion did 
DaysÞmediately and formally belong; a Body unto whom it was 


le ih petent, and who were eſſaying, with very deſireable Succeſs, 
get that Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion further reform 
hat this plain therefore, That the Caſe now is noway parallel to the 
of ie then ; fo that there is no Comparableneſi betwixt them, in 
alle preſent Controverſy. Moreover, „ 
bela 2. Our Brethren may indeed be left to deal among Traditi- 
Ws, about what was the Time when the religious Clauſe was firſt 
Wed unto ſome Burgeſs-Oaths; and whether it was retainec 
Mithout Interruption or Omiſſion, where once added: But it 
antinW0not be. paſſed, that they fhould give out this religions Clauſe, 
\to H fit had ꝓeen a nated Affair in Covenanting-times. There is 
oh Talk afterwards, about the ſaid Clauſe having been cotnpil- 
enen and laid by our Reformers, with manifeſt Scope and declared 
Mention, as a March-ſtone and Fence againſt Popery, a Landmark 
che Reformation : Alſo, there is arguing againſt the Synod's 
tence, from the Mind and Preffice of all our Covenanters 
in Mader the. laſt Reformation - Period, in admitting Burgeſſel 44 
venanell as others to fwear the Covenants; and if this mea an 


— : 
7 — 


l in contrary to them, or diſcrediting their Memory and 


be carried along in every Act of {wearing generally to Religion 85 


* 


Chan bing tothe Point, it means that the reforining Church of Stor 
; * G ; 2 Y lan 4 | 


n Preamble to the Anſwers, © 
land were ſtill well appriſæd of, and preſerved Reſpect for 
March ſtone, Fence and Land-mart ; fo that Burgeſſes themgh 
could not but be particularly adverting and purpoſely adbn 
to the Thing. Thus, according to our Brethren, the relig 
Clauſe behoved to be then much accounted of, greatly reckoned i 
and commonly adverted to: But whence do they gather all 1 
Where is their Authority fer it? Certainly nothing this W 
katli yet appeared among us; and therefore all muſt be ti te 
25 gratis dictum, or poke at Random. | 
But, as to the ſetting up of this March- tone, at our firſt Whol! 
formation; was not all the Affair done merely by the Maęiſ 
* of Burghs, as our Brethren acknowledge? And was it not & 
only in a very few Burghs, as we cannot hear tell but of at 
I ew where this Clauſc is to be found in the Oath ?!— More 
1 when the Jaft Reformation Period came about, what if this A 
was lying in the dark; as it hath been for ſome Years with 


[| 

. What if the reforming Church of Scotland was then noway 

ſt| _ werting to the Thing? And what if the Burroughs were g Ne 
l| rally as little adverting to it, from its taking Place only wißt 
1 very feu of them ? R. 
| 1 But there is more than Conjecture here; it is certain, Mo 
"y ſome Way or other the religious Clauſe of fore Burgeſs-Oulfff t! 


| 3- The reforming Church and the Burroughs of Scotland re 
| bout and under the Time of the laſt Reformation, did exp 
eoneur in a Teſtimeny againſt what is expreſiy laid in the re ! 
eus Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths. 
_ Toward Evidence of this, it is to be remarked ; That, in 
1 Tear 1633, and in a Parliament holdea by K. Ch. I. an 
- was made of the Tenor following, viz. © Our Sovereign 
„ with Advice and Conſent of the Eſtates, ratiſies and appre 


| 
| 
| | |, was generally unbecded at that Time. For, 


| 

| 

al « all and whatſoever Acts and Statutes made before, anent Pl: 
it Liberty and Freedom of the true Kirk of God, and Religi$": 
[ii 6 preſently proſeſſed within this Realm; and ordains the fuſs 
hl to ſtand in full Force and Effect, as if they were ſpecially n 


tioned.“ But, as is recorded by the Hiſtorian Ragin, a gn 


"I ly Number of the Nobility, Barons and Burroughs, diſſented de 
| | _ © from this Act: About which Caſe he writes as follows, ! 
| The whole Artifite of this Act conſiſted in theſe Words In 
i _ * lipion preſently profeſſed; for thereby were confirmed all the 


* novations in the Diſcipline of the Kirk of Scotland, to w 
„the Oppoſers of the Act would not agree: They were will 
to ratify the Ads made in Favours of Religion, as eſtablil 
o by an Add paſſed in the 6 Year of K. Ja. VI. when 
|, + 0 | 22 | * Bil 


* _ 


0 py . 
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" Preanble to the Anſwers, 51 
liſhops had no Power or Juriſdiftion ; but would not admit 
theſe Words, preſently profeſſed.” | | . 
Now, tho' what was ratified and approven by the foreſaid Act. 
a very good Name, viz. All Ads and Statutes made before, 
ut the Liberty and Freedom of the true Kirk of God, and Re- 
n; yet this was not /ufficient to the Oppoſers of the Act; they 
ad not ſatisfy themſelves with any ſuch Metaphyſical Nicitieß, 
theſe, that the Act behoved ts be right enough, becauſe any bad 
ws which had been mads about the Kirk and Religion, could in 
ality, be no Part of theſe good Laws, which had been made a- 
the Liberty and Freedom of the true Kirk of God, and true 
gon; or that corrupt Innovations could be no Part of the true 
ligion: But, on the contrary, they were of the Mind, that 
le Words preſently profeſſed (without any reduplicating 4 did 
te the Act really reduplicate upon the ld as well as the good 
ws, and upon the Corruptions in the preſent Profeſſion of the 
Religion. „„ | 7 | ; 
Nor was it merely. theſe Nobility, Barons and Burrovghy, 
u came to be of this judgment; nor is it merely the Authority 
Rapin that we have upon the Head: As appears by the 
owing Paſſage of a Proteſtation made at the Croſs of Edinburgh, 
the Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, Burrows, Miniſters, and 
mons of the four Tablet, Anno 1638; upon a Proclamation 
renewing and ſubſcribing the Confeſſion of Faith, or Covenant, 
ed 1580; while the King aſſured them, that he never inten- 
% admit of any Change or Alteration in the true Religion al. 
dy eſtabliſbed and profeiJed, and while, from a Declaration of 
vry-Council, the ſaid Confeſſion was to be renewed, and ſub. 
ibed according to the ſaid Date and Tenor thereof, 1580, and 
Wit was ten profeſſed within this Kingdom. In their Proteſta- 
againſt doing ſo, they ſay: lt is moſt manifeſt, that his 
ajeſty's Mind, Intention and Commandment, is no other but 
ig dat the Confeſſion be ſworn, for the Maintenance of Religion, 
i 75 preſentiy profeſſed, —— and thus as it i#cluleth and 
| W-rtaineth within the Compaſs thereof, the forrſaid Nevatiois 
„ a nd Epiſegpocy Which under that Name, were alſo ratified, in 
ned Hide firſt Parliament holden by his Majeſty,” iz. An 1633 
lows, And a little after, they add, We mult affirm the Religioꝝ 
Vords In the Tear 1580 and at this Time, to be altogether one an 
all te be /ame; and thus mult acknowledge that there is no Ne 


to whilſn of Religion.“ ol 
ere wil om what is above, it is manifeſt, that ſame Burroughs a3 


« 


when "rs, Rur geſts as well as others, Anno 1638; did condemn * 


eſtabliſ as others, Anno 1633, and with the Concurrence of the C. 
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of the rue Kirk of God and true Religion, becauſe it bore 2 


Place before the Reformation, Anno 1638, could have juſlif 
or allowe any Oath, in referring as much ts that preſent Prof 


Period. 


any particular S7'emaity Conſidering likewiſe, that ef theſe | 
some Years among old Papers, never lookt into ſince firſt got, o. 


could not fo generally real Print as now, far leſs could they [9 g 


of the Burgelſes, and perhaps the honeſter Part moſtly, conld 


J 


52 Preanble to the Anſwers, 1 
an Ad of Parliament, even an Act for the Liberty and Frey 


tarenee to the preſent Profeſſion of the true Religion, and fo 
molegated the preſent Corruptions about Religion, How then ij 
poſſible, That theſe who condemned an Act of Parliament, tor 
tering to the preſent Profeſſion of the true Religion that to 


ſion, had they #7ertedthereto? And as to Burgeſſes that eu 
curred in the Reformation Auno 1638, and who had been 
viouſly engaged in Burgeſſes-Oaths with this religious Clauk 
how is it poſlible, that theſe Burgeſſes themſelves, could lin 
then miſled to quarrel that previns Engagment in ſuch Burgd 
Oaths? It is impoſſible to account for this, by any. Thing 
than that the ſaid religious Clauſe was fome-way not {pecial 
lookt into. + Wherefore, our Brethren had no Realon to talk 
ſuch a Rate as they do, about Copenanters and Burgeſſes in d 


Py 


+ That the religious Clauſe ne Burge/5-Daths, was nt Hi 
ſpecially Jookt into ey the Friends of Reformation, mig ht t 
readily cone to-pa/s :— Conſidering that the Adminillratun 
the Oath was no on a religious, but merely on a civil Oc 
en: Conſidering alſo, what might have been much the Caſe then 
now ; that the Cath is ſeldom realy adminiſtrated, and ſeldem u 


* 


Burg bs, malt, if uot all the Burgeſſes,” who concurred 17 the | 
formation, Anno 1638, might have had their Tickets /jing| 


leaſt for a good Time back : Conſidering further, that as can be 
ſtructed, even toward the: C iſe of this Neformation- period, Pe 


rally read Wiit; yea, It is evident, from ſubſcril ed Capie 
the Covenant: ſtile extant, that ſome Commiſſioners from Burroug 
belonging to the four Tables at the Rensvation of the Covent 
Anno 1638, co! nat ſubſeribe but by a Notar, and that the d 
was the ſame afterwards, with one iVlembers of Town-Count 
even in Edinburgh; whereGre it is choious to ſuppoſe, that n 


read their. Tickets, and could not be adverting particularly 
Clauſe of the Oath written therein - Cunſi lering moreover, | 
while the Malter was not ſpecially kumun to the Charch, . 
Barghs ani Burgeſſes wanted proper Means of Ayer ence 

| | ori 


* . 
? v 


* D 54 
tis Time now, ' for engaging with- the REASONS /everally;- 
as follo s. i 5 Nez | | | 


REASON I. ; 
1, FF * He Lawſulnes of the Burgeſs · Oath. is a Point never ſo much 

T as once called in Queſtion, in the Church of Scot/and, und 
therefoie the Synod ought to have been more cautious in do- 
eiding a Queſtion of this Nature. Our worthy deceated Brother 
Mr. /Vi/fon in his Defence, Page 64. judiciouſty obſerves,” That, 
There is a D ference betwixt different Sentiments among the 
lembers of a Church, upsn ou particular Points, that have 
ever been a Part or Branch of Teſlinony in that Church, ar 


— 
— — 


ing ee were never adopted in any of her public ts and Con- 
{pci untions; and ſuch Principles and Practices maintained end 
o talkMWuſified, which gre in thenyetves 4 Departure or Backſliding 


ratin 
fl! (cc 
then 
1 tom u 


SIA tt from p 
wrmation and Light, about any Thing that night hatte been guer- | 
eled in it :---- An afier all, the Brethren have pro ſuce ! in proger | 
nat oidence, that there was u Interruption er Ommithon, as # the ö 
t ve Uſe of this Clauſe in that Periol. 5 | 


The enly Inſtance yet produced, as ts any Notice taken or Aceonnt* 
rave. of this Clenſe in that Period, is from King Chaiies's large 
declaration, printed in London, Anno 1639, Pape 41; which 
 Werords d Petition againft the Service-Book, beuring ut follows + -- 
theſe We, Men, Women, Children and Servants, Indwellers within 
mn the oe Burgh of Edinburgh, — being urged with this Book of Ser- 

Hing Piece, and having conſidered the ſame, we find many Things 
got, herein fo far different from that Form of Gad's publick Worſhip, 
can le niverſally received and profeſſed within this Kingdom; Aud we 
ad, Pe Burgeſſes, being at our Entry. and Almiſjion deeply Fworn for the 
y jo; aintenance thereof, that now makes our Hearts to tremble, and 
1 Cour weak Conſciences will not ſuffer us to embrace and practiſe 
zurroughis urged Service. | | , 
Covent Goncergina the. above Paſſiige, theſe two Things will b, manifeſt | 


it the Mnto any intelligent and impartial Reader ; viz. That it noway 


n- Cour les gain what has been ubſerved abut the general Inadverten- 
that - y in the forefard Period, unto the Altair of the religious Clauſe: 
con und that it is mt of any Conſequence in the preſent Controverſy, © | 
alarly fl It nowa y [trizes againſi what has been obſerve, about ihe gene- 


cover, Mal Inadvertency, in the ſoreſdid Period, unto the Affair of ite re- 

arch, WWtriaus Clauſe : For, the Petition gives no Ground for con-einir 

ſe nent bet the /eid Ciarye was adverted to by any moe of the Petitions, | 
ern 2 8 


* 


— — _ 2 


—  —— — 


r 1 


from ſome Part or Branch of what has been received and adum 


Queſtion (ſays he) before us, is concerning ſuch Principles g 3 


4+ ſpeaketh his Mind, as to the Matter in Hand, iz. That in pr 


2 — 
% 


than the Drawer or Drawers thereof; as the Petition bears, V 
Children having conſidered this Book of Service: And ſurth 


; by and by. | 


 n:ther Petition offered at the ſume Time, the Romiſh Maſs is, in tt 
more ſubſtantial Points, made up therein. Further, it is not 


as 4 Point of Confeſſion and Teſtimony in a Chursh: ——t$ 


Practices, as may be juſtly reckoned a  Departurs from what bh 
been Matter of \Canfe ion and Teſtimony in this particular N ” 
tional Church, Whereby our Reverend Brother, tho? dead, 


« ciples and Practices never controv erted in this or any other Chuuſ 
« ſo far as we know, the Synod ought to have been excegdid 
«tender and cautious in paſſing a Deciſion, eſpecially w hen the 
„were ſuch different Sentiments about it among our ſelves, and 
« apparent Rupture threatned to enſue. Se 


— 


6 IE" 


very curſory View, or faint Remembrance f the Clauſe, was ſi 
ficient fer all the Ule made tbercef, in that Petition; as will appu 


Again, it is not of any Conſequence in the preſdnt Controver| 
For u Body refuſes that the forefuid religious Clauſe contains a Teſ 
mony againſt Popery, and could! not but ſtrike againit a Service- Bo 
which had ſuch an open Face of Poperv, that, as is abſerved in 


eontroverted that the ſaid religious Clauſe ſtrikes againft every Thin 
in the Matter of religious Profeſſion, which is nat authoriſed NN 
Law, but illegal: And the Service-Book is compliined of in the 
beve Petition, as a Thing which hath neither bern agitated . 
received, either by general Aſſembly or Parliament. 
Morepver, it is a manifeſt and gro/s Impoſition upen the Worll 
to alledge, as if Burgeſſes, at that Time, appeared anyway by t 
£559e Petition, to conſider themſelves as ſworn by their  Burgel 
Oath, to maintain the Purity f IP5; [Lip received and profeſſed 
this Ghureh, in Oppoſition to any Laws at that Time, authoriſ 
Innovations: For in that Petition, they contended fremeheir Bulify 
gels-Oath, any againſt the Service- Bock, which was authoriſed i; 
ne Law, nor hal ever been received and profeſſed in this Churc 
And it wil! be obvious to any Boh, at one Reading of the while Þ 
tition, that theſe Perſons were not then came the length of teſti 
ing and contending dgainſi the Correptions which <vere alreadſ 
8 Fro Place, under that Perizd of Defection, in the Profelſioh 
and Settlement of Religion, or the received Form of God's public 
Worſhip. But when tbey ſoon after came forward «nts this Teltlh 


My 


Anſwer to Reafm ſecond. | Fr: 
aum We find that in covenanting Times, Burgeſſes are among the 
n nomination of theſe who are admitted to ſwear the Covenants; © 
ler and no leſs than 48 Burghs were preſent by their Commiſſioner 
bat bn the Aflembly at Glaſgow 1638, as appears from Def. Page 
ar M 48, and when, after the Reſtoration, Matters, with reference to 
ad, de Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion, were quite alterod from 
in Prffghat they were before; yet we find none of our Sufferers in any 
Chu their Teſtimonies making the leaſt Exception againſt this, er 
cecdilany' other Clauſe of the Burgeſs-Oath, nor were any of them 
n the mat were entred Burgeſſes during that perſeeuting Period, look- 
and id upon to have hereby receded in the leaſt {rom any Branch 

f their Teſtimony, and we may freely ſay, that they were 28 
nder of Oaths as any in this Period, as appears by their refu- 
ing many other Oaths at that Time, and ſuffering to Death on 
rs, Ut Account. | ls 
furt 


WAI [h 


ANSWER to REASON I. 
l TH "F 7 Pon this firſt pretended Reaſon, it is obſervable ; That, 
trol _  1m9, The Synod are under no Apprehenſion, but that 
Fer Deciſion will be found cautious cnoug h, as to the Nature of 
ce- Bod: And as to the Leizure taken in coming ſorward unto it; the 
e i Nation they have uſed, confidering all Circumitances, particu- 
8, in M the Connection of the Matter with their former Teſtimony, 
70, ſeem to have been rather too much. Moreover, if there was 
-y T hinfſc<llity of taking up ayd _— the Queſtion, as the Synod 
fd Dre done, (and that there was ſe, will be farther maniſelt in 
in the & Time; ) of what Significancy is it to object, That the Point 
ated u never fo much as once been called in Queſtion in the Church 
Scotland; eſpecially conſidering that, as hath been ſhewn al- 


e ny, the preſent Point of Controverſy had never a Being, and. 
ay bj t preſent Queſtion about it conld not therefore have had 3 Beings 
Burgefflny reforming Period of this Church before ? | 155 
-ofejſed 5 os 2% Sup- 
ithorifinl | 5 5 : 
heir Buff y, it Quld not have entred inte their Minds, that their Bur- 


horiſed! 


b-Oath. oliged them thereunto, but the Contrary : As it hath 
hure 


rady been made appear, and will further be ſs afterwards, that 
Hale Mi Covenanters, Burgeſles and others, behoved neceſſarily, accor.. 
of teſli ls to their declared Principles, ie conſider and condemn the 
e alread rgeſs-Oath, in its Religious Clauſe, as homologating or approu- 
Proſeſſe of theſe Corruptions, by the Mords preſently profeſſed, furing 
5 POO Tine when Matters were not come the length of National Re- 
518 Teſt | pans they Teen lad to look {ſpecially into the ſaid 
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46 AL 16. Reofin f. "= 
234. Suppoſing the Quotation here made from our worthy * 
eeaſed Brother, Mr. Wilen, were as the Proteſtors give out; Mg. 


551 may not be /eft farther to maintain and juſtify), are, in themſellf 


it particular Church, as will appear afterwards; and, in 


. eonceal entirely the true Deſign thereof; and the Concluſion 


the KP Judicatorics; and, where a Gap is left in the Citati 
nection is there, betwixt theſe two; that certain Things are 


#9 be examined and adjuftcd, as at preſent, in the Church? I 
rhe former of theſe Cafes that Mr. Filſon ſpeaks upon; but ul 


an Air of Aſſurance, doth iſſue meanly, in 2 Thruſt againſt the! 


mme Caſe of Burgeſſes or Burghs, in covenanting Times: 


had juſtified, or knowingly allowed of, a {wearing the ſaid religlh 


belong to the proteſtant Rule for diſtinguiſhing betwixt Sin 
Duty, or directing Conſcience, in the Matter: Wherefore, 


noway to their Advantage but the contrary : Becauſe their 88 
ments and Practices in the preſent Affair, (which it is wiſned i J 
fte 


33 


Departure or Backſliding, from ſome Part or Branch of what 
been received and adopted, as a Point of Confeſſion and T eſlimonlifp;; 
: | ir 
Caſe, the Difference of Sentiments among ourſelves,' or Haz 
of a Rupture, could not have warranted the Synod to forbe 


Daciſio.------But after all, the foreſaid Quotation is ſo laid, a 


from it, as the Author's Mind, is foreign to his Scope, with 
any Foundation in his Words, and injurious to his Memory. 
Mr. Wilſon is there ſtating the Queſtion concerning Seceſſion fi 


he ſays © Fhe ſeceding Bretliren are far from ſtaring their Sect 
* on upon every Difference of Sentiments: Now, what C 


Ground of Seceſſion from a Church, and that ſuch Things cg 


Shadow is there of his ſpeaking with Relation to /uch 4 Caſe 
the preſent ? His Words indecd bear no Shew of F avour tot 
Side which they are here drawn unte: But they are produce 
Random; and the pretended Concluſiox therefrom, tho? made w 


bd, inltead of their Sentence, as if they had proceeded with 
due Tenderneſs and Caution. | 

2tio. From what was ſaid formerly, it is evident, that then 
no Reaſon to make an Up-caft, in the preſent Controverſy, abs: 


tho' there were, it is vain to mention forty eight of theſe Bur 
en this Head; ſeeing we have not yet heard tell of ſo many 
eight Burghe, that have the religious Clauſe, now controve 
in their Oath. for Io | 
4. Altho' our Sufferers, under the late Period of Perſecuti 


Clauſe even in ſuch Circumſtances as then ; yet, that could} 


Upbraiding the Synod with their Tenlerneſs about Oaths oth 
wile, can be neither an ingenusus Shift on this Subject, nor 2 


N 1 
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yo of treating their Memory. But moreover; what is 
ut: Naed here, turns out to be very aſtonifhing and locſe. | #5 
ir St is very aſtoniſbing, to find our Brethren, (or their Words, at 
edi , of, Opinion, that our late Sufferers might warrantably and 
*mſenWEf-utly enough {wear the foreſaid religious Clauſe, when (as is 
what ), Matters with Reference td the Profeſſion and Settlement 
ina Higion, were quite altered from what they were before. The 
ig this Clauſe, if it be not exenipted from the common Nas, 
of Oaths and Language, doth homelogate a preſent national 
ben gon and Settlement of Religion, by an expreſs Mention of 
id, all Reference unto the ſame ; and it exprelly 2akes up that preſent 


on neon, in theſe Words, / profeſs Might ſuch a Chule there- - 
with de warrentably enough ſworn in that Period? And might our 
y- Wi Sufferers do fo, conſiſtently enough with their ſuffering unto. 
n ith, rather than comply with that preſent Profeſſion and Settle- 
Citatilſht ? Or. might they well enough ſwear ſuch a Clauſe, in a way 


 SeceBWeaning what was paſt, and not preſent ® Theſe Things are | 
nat Med beyond Comprehenſion: And, at this Rate, there need- 
be no more ads about Oaths, but in leaving them to all the 


21g ht Wins of Deceit and Fancy. 0 N 5 
gain, it is very looſiy obje cted, that we find none of our Sil fer- 
ut u i any of their T eſttmones, making the leaſt Exception againſt 
Cake or ony other Clauſe, of the Burgeſi-Oath. For the Truth is; 
Ur to ¶sufferers were moſtly off the Way of any particular Acquaiat- 
ducelife with the Affairs of Burghs : Nor do we find that any of 
ade Mn were adverting to this Affair; more than honeſt Burgeſſes 
ſt the Covenanters had been formerly, with Reference to the Period 
withpeſection preceeding the Year 1638. And as none can be 


perly ſaid to recede from a. Branch of Teſtimony, but when 


t then are conſcious of their doing ſo; or, at leaſt, of the Thing 
y, abe they do ſo: It is not conceivable, how the other 
3: Aﬀerers could have miſſed to reckon that ſuffering Burgeſſes were 
: BurfWding from their Teſtimony, by a known and juſtified Engag- 
many ſt in ſuch Oaths ; if theſe other Sufferers had been adverting 
roverike Thing: As it was ſhown, that Honeſt Burgeſſes and 


enanterg fermerly, could not have /o allowed of any /uch En- 
ment, even in Reference to the laſt named Period of Des 


religion, which was far from being fo black as the Perſecitions 
could d.. Concerning other Things /co/y objected here, it may 
Sin to remark; That we have but {mall Account of /uffering 
efore, Ngeſſes, eſpecially ſuffering unto Death, in the ſaid Period? 
hs ot our Bretheren may try, if they can reeoncile with Hiſtory 
Dor 2 


common Reaſor, the Truth of what they take for granted; 
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that any were (yea or could be) among the then Sufferert, and 
entring, or nay org Burgeſſes, at the /ame Time, in 
Place where we have found the Religious Clauſe in the Byry 
Oath. | 


REASON II. | 

2. IT is evident, that the firſt Clauſe of the Burpeſs-Oathy 
« condemned by the Synod, was compiled and laid as a May 
e Stone o1 Fence againſt Popery ; as appears both from the Sti 
« the ſaid Cl u'e, which is agreeable to the current Stile, 
* Moce of expreſling the Profeſſion and Settlement of Relig 
« jn reforming Times, particularly in our old Confeſſion and 
* the National Covenant; and likewiſe from the expreſs Rent 
'* ciation of the Roman Religion called Fafyſtry, in the Clauk 
„„ ſelf, This being the Cale, it was the Buſinels of the Sy 
ho have in their Teſtimony adopted the whole Woll 
« Reformation attained unto, and tranſmitted unto us by 
« Forefathers, rather to have vindicated than condemned. 
« Clauſe of the Oath as ſinſul. There is an expreſs Prohibii f 
. Prov. XXil. 28. Remove not the ancient Land-mark, which: 
« Fathers have ſet, which is repeted Chap. xxiii. 10. Remo 
* the old Land-mark. Nou, if it be finful to remove the A 
« marks of Eaithly Inheritances, it cannot but be a more 2 
* vated Sin to remove the Land- marks of Reformation in 0 
* ſition to the Man of Sin and Son of Perdition. To remove 

* Rubbiſh (if there was any) was indeed the proper Work of 
* Synod, by declaring the End and Uſe of this. Relig 

„ Clauſe, as a March-itone laid againſt the Mother of Harlots 

* Abominations entring into the Burghs of this Kingdom, 

« was propoſed by ſome of us (wherein we all agree) as the 

t ſineſs of the Synod, rather then te remove the March it 

“If any perverted it unto a wrong Ule, for patronizing the 

« fections of our Day; it was their Provinee to declare 

* warn, that in ſo doing, whether Adminiſtrator or Taker e 

& Oath, they thereby pervert the Deſign thereof, captrary u 

& manifeſt Scope and declared Intention of the firſt Compilers 

© Impolers thereof, and the Mind of all our Covenanters, 

admitted Burgeſſes as well as others to ſwear the Coven: 

« according to the Example and Practice of our Log D, Mt 

v and vi. Chaplers, who vindicates the Law, but reſutes 
corrupt Glofſes put upon it; but to declare what was evi 

ly fat up by our Reformers, as a Fence againſt Popery, ! 

* now ſinfu), is, in our Opinion, a removing of one of their 1 

| | | A 


* 
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Stones, Which no Sett of Witneſſes before ever attempted, 


no ANY : 
This will further appear in the 8equel. But, 


10 


Buy ANSWER to REASON II. 


UR Brethren do now advance with high Pretenſtons ; but 
| noway to the Purpoſe. While, : | 5 
at of 172, They bring out the Religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs- 
as, in / great a Form, as we cannot find to have ever ente- 
{ into the View of any before ; and as ſeems not to have been 
their own View, when condeſcending upon the Original Fran- 
me Adminiſtrator: thereof, in the Preamble to their 
Mons. | 


Stile, 
Relig 


1 and E 8 | 
Renal Ve are told, that it was compilel and laid or ſet up, as 2 
lauch“ eb - Stone or Fenee, yea a Lan l. mart of Reformation, againſt 


pery ; or againſt the /Mot/-zr of Harlots an ] Abominations en- 


de dy. 8 
ö ing into the Burgh of this Kingdem : And, at the fame 


1 e, The Thing is given out to have been done by aur Re- 
ned ers; 28 far back as our Reformation from Popery. All this 18 
ohibiy confidently ſet furth, as being evident : And yet all the 
wie ence pretended, is from the Stile and /Vords of the Clauſe; 


Ll ich can fignify no more than, in general, that it may have 


he 
OTE ad! 
in O5 


in Oppoſition to Popery. 6 | 
he Truth is, from what has been ſaid formerly, the Hiſto» 
of the Religious Clauſe in ſome Burgeſs-Oaths doth moſt proba» 


ary amount unto this; that the Magiſtretes of a few Burghs, 
Relig etime about our firſt Reformation, and from Honelty of 


rt, may have taken it in to their Burgeſs-Oath, but wi hout 
ſulting either Church or State thereupon : And, tho' the 
ing might have been pretty well known at firit, and noway 
melled, conſidering that the Clauſe did run in Agresableneſs 


Larlots 
Om, v 
as the 


rch it a ik 

ne thi he then Teſtimony for Religion and Reformation ; yet, that 
aclare i aſter, it began to eſcape particular Notice, and has done ſo 
"aber M and more, becoming generally unhee e, till of lato. 
trary u 77 1t 13 manifeſt, that this Clauſe had never any other 
mpilers ber iin, than from the Magiſrates of Burohis, either 
anten the Framing or Adminiſtration thereof: Conſidering that 
Covert is not to be found, any Conſtitution about it, of a different 


1 cher Authority; as alſo, that it takes Place in ſo HR 
reſute l and that, even among theſe, the Stile of it is not 


vas evil. Our Brethren indeed could nor be brought, by any 


pery, | Wong, do acknowledge the ſaid Origural ol this Clauſe * 
heir N 8 RK 8 8 
6 g. 


n framed /omewhere, in a civil Way, under our firſt Reſorma- 


unf 


— —— 


they came, at Length, of their own Accord, not only to ackngy 


TE 


cauld have Leen the Caſe ; Becauſe, from our-tir{t Relormatia 


| P. 'l 55 Laug ers and 2 /{/erters of that March - Stone or Fence 


60 Anſiver to R 2 ſecond. 


jedge it, but to p.eud upon it; as in their written Diſſent ql 
Froteſt, prefixed, to their Reafons Tho! it be ſtrange thatth 
fhou d have thus taken up, às an Argument on their Side, wh 
only makes gat them, 

Well then, concerning the ſaid Clauſe its baving been {et wile; 
by our Reformer; as a March-Stone, Fence or Land-/Viark of M 
formation, againſt Popery'; our Brethren may be enquyety N 
low this Story can be made to e and hang tyoether ? 

Could our Reformers ſuppoſe, that any Lard-Mark of Relg 
mation againſt Popery, might ly in the perticu/ar and priv 
Conſtitution of Burghs ; or otheru iſe than in the general 1 
publick Conſtitutions of the Land? Andcould they mis to rech 
that the Courſe taken in Reſorraing-Tianes, by the lupreme Ay 
thority of the Church and Nation, for keeping Poper y t of 
Church ana Naticz: in general, was the frofer Go ſe for keepin 


it out of Burghs in particular? Again, it the faid Clauſe nſþ a 


Gy up by our Reformers, as a March-ltone or Fence, againſt ¶ ol 

Mother of Harlots and Abominations entring into the Burgi ' ff 
this Kingdom; how then comes it about, that the ſame was Hoe 

ver lain, except in a very few of theſe Bu, gh; as our Breth Wi 
0 not found it yet Hing, except in a very few of them! 
would” be vain to pretend here, that it might have been ant 
more generally ufed; but that, in naſt Places, it may have he 
got razed out fo ce: For, as no Record has becn found of a 
uch Thing ; fo, there is no Prebabilit for conjecturing thattl 


there was never a Tine of any Attempts in the State, to emo 
a March-ſ!one or Fence ſimply againſt Pottery; till toward 
Cloſe of the late Perſecution- Period: And our Records of ju 
Attempts then, will not admit of a Cenjecture, that they c 
have ha! the fere/aid Effect; nor could all Accounts Fheresf hay 
periſhed / /5on, it it had been ſo. 

Moreover, as our Preiliren acknowledge in their Preambi 
Magiſtrates of Burg s are the original Franers end Admin 
5075 uf the Burge/: . Carl, with the torefaid Religious Clauſe; 4 
thus, they acknowiege theſo Mapitiratcs for the orWinel C 


gainki Popery : But how can this cs with telling, that 
vas ſo cmpiled, laid and ſet up, by or Reformers ? For & 
tainly the Tom, our Reform ers, 4-4 never her retofore underſto 
ct the Mag:iſirates of a fe w barg hs, acting in their Magiftrate 
or civil Capacity ; tho? it be only as acting in this Capacity, 


$7.0 coula lranie aud adminifu ate loch an Oath, And Judt 
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chr te Clauſe ander Conſideration, was ſet up by our Reformers, as | 
it MW arch-S tone, Fence or Land-Mark againft Pcpery.; then it be- 
rat the ved to be of Church- Authority : But how can this conſiſt with 


e, wh s having the Magiſtrates of Burghs for the original Framers and 
Jmnittrators thereof, while no other Authority has ever been 
ter poled thereupon ; ſeeing this makes it merely a civil Deet, 
nere civil Hul ori ity ? 

Now, till theſe foregoing Objections ean be ord; 

eat Things faid here about the Religious Clante of 3 
argeſs-Oaths, mult be taken as a Flajh of I Hards. po 
Finally, upon this Point, our Brethren might be farther ex- 


tulated with; about their Pleading for a T hing as ſome pro- 


{et u] 
of R 
med 
Reſa 
privd 


ral m1 


 reckiWr 1a ch-Stone, Fence or Land-mark of Reformation againſt 
me Ay opery, which yet was never laid or ratified by the ſupreme Aur 
iy) of Church or State“; and about their thus acknowled doing 
k cepulifihe Magiſtrales of Burghis, as of competent Authority tor letting 
afe vi a March- Stone or Land-Mark, in Matters of revealed Ret; n, 
inſt HM of the Church and Kingdom of Chriſt. But it is necdleſs to 
gls large here: Beeauſe, tho theſe great Characters which they: 


Was 1 
zrethe 
m! | 


ve of the Religious Clauſe were never fo juſt; yet this doth 
way militate again{t or touch the Synod's Sentence, as will aps 
ar in conlidering, that, | 


en onal 2:0, There is an awful and heavy Charge now laid againſt 
vc beg e 5ynod, as being guilty of an aggr avated Sin, in removing a 
| of aWend-mart of Reformation in Oppoſition to the Man of Sin and Son 
that Ferdition, a Merch-/tone laid againſt the Mother of Ha: lots and 


mata 
emo 
ard 
; of a 
cy i 


ef Na 


mmgtions entering ints the Burghs of this Kingdom, aud a Fence 
inſt Pepery. This is indeed a dreadful Impeachment ; and 


Id, it is without any Sert of Found tian or Provecation : Where- 
xe, the Ule here made of ſome Scriptures, canwot properly give 
Concern upon this Head, but about the melancholy Courſe 
at our Brethren are fallen into. 

What is all the een pretended for the above Charge? It is 
iſt this, that the Synod have con'emned the religious ' Clauſe of 
Bur gels- Oath; that they have conemned it as ful; and that, 
us, 7 ay, have declared what was evidently jet up by aur Nefor- 


reambi 
munifu 
lle; A 


gl ( 


Fence e's, as a Fence againſt Popery, (0 be raw (inful. But the Synod 
that Plolutcly refu/e that they have done ſo; and their Sentence gives 
1 o Shad of Fourtution tor alledging any ſuch hing: What 
derſta 


ey have condemned, is a [ag of the faid Clauſe, by Seceders 
it comes neceſſarily to be uſed and afflied in this Period: And 
us, their Sentence dillers from what is s here Ren 0 not on- 


altratie 
ty, { 


Bm 


more dreadful, in one Reſpect, that, while very confidently 
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io parallel in their Time; more than their Time, as to the N 


vz. a ſwearing of it by Seceders, as it cones neceſſarily to be 


could ſuch a Perion be acting agreeably to Law and Rega 
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ly in the Manner of Expreſſion, but alſo in the whole 1 
and Merits of the Cauſe, as may be eaſily perceived. 
ut it ſhaſl be obſerved here, that however ancient the 1 
gious Clauſe it/e/f may be; yet what the Synod have cond 


and applied in this Period, is a Thing which had ne Being 
the Time of our Reformers, when the faid Clauſe is ſuppol 
to have been ſet up, more than the Year 1746 had a Being 
their Time: And the ſaid ſwearing of it, is a Thing which! 


feſſion and Settlement of Religion, with the State and Circyn 
{tances of the Teſtimony for Religion and Reformation, was 
rallel to our Time. Wherefore, what the Synod have conden 
ned, is a Thing which had neither a Being nor Parallel in the 
Time: And thus, the heavy Charge here laid fo contidentlyy 
gainſt the Synod, mult evaniſh like a Dream. | 
Moreover, even ſuppoſing that Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oat! 
had been à proper enough /Harch-ſtone againſt Popery : Yet, ſe 
ing ſundry ether March-ſtenes have been ſet up by this Time, 
Oppoſition to a Variety of other Errors and Evils beſide Pope 
mu't the Synod then be reckoned Removers of that March-ſloy 
imply becauſe they condemna general Ac of ſwearing to Religia 
that overloors and neglects all the other March. ſtones? If any Pn 
prietor of a temporal State had got a March-ſtone ſet up again 
an encroaching Neighbour on one $7.e; and if his Succellin 
upon Controverſies ariſing with encroaching Neighbours on 64 
Side, ſhould get March- tones ſet there likewiſe ; fo as, at lengi 
the Eſtate thould come to have Match-ſtones ſet round about 
Aſter this, would it be any Detriment or D/jcredit to the firſt 
eld [Harch-ſlone, for a {ucceeding Proprietor to rde and con len 
any general Definition oi his Eſtate, by that Marci-ſtone, with 
out comprehending the other March-Stones, as neceſſary tor gil 
ing a general and ju? Definition of his Property and Claim? Ye 


or with a due Regard to that fame old March-ſtone, the origin 
Deſign and Uſe whereot comes to be fortiked and improven, 
the other March- ſtones afterwards annexed unto it; iÞhe thouk 
make out any oH general Deed about the Extent of his Ef 


date 
merely with a Regard to that old Marc heſtene; or without any art 

Definition of his Property and Claira, than thereby 
All this is plain enough; and an Application to the Point! 
Hand is eaſy: Wherefore, the Synod are ſo far from havin 
done ſuch a Thing by their Sentence, as uo Sort of Witnejjes b 
fore ever attempted ; that they have only done what no Sett( 
| S Wind 


Auſiver io Reafon ſecond. e | 6 
ineffes could, conſiſtently enough with that Character, have 
horn to do, in the like Circumſtances ; and what is a proper 


ne ol f 
© u ation of the former Witneſſes of Chriſt. 


4. tie, Our Brethren adventure to determine and teach, what the 
ing mod /bould have done as their proper Work in this Affair, in- 
appol d of the Sentence that they have now paſſed. | 
eine Wy They are here improving upon an Overture narrated in their 
nch rumble, which has been conſidered a little at that Place: And 
le ö really diſmal, to have ado with ſuch maniſeſt Abſurdities, 
"rey 2 ſo grave and plain a Buſineſs. | | 
ax he {aid Overture was for explaining the Clauſe, Aecord- 
onde ing to the original and obvious Meaning and Intent of the 
in del Words themſelves, in ſuch a Senſe as might be adapted to the 
ently preſent Teſtimony ;” And the Keaſon given for doing fo, 
"4 Ws, mat“ Magiſtrates of Burroughs are the original Framers and 
0 Adminiſtrators of the Burgeſs-Oath” with that Clauſe, How 
ret, fol could bo indeed a Reaſon for the Overture, and not againft 
rime $ © above Camprehenſion : Seeing (beſide what has been faid 
Poper this Point before,) it would be profanly deceitful, by being 
ch ln Any inconſiſtent with the Nature of this Oath, as it is an Oath, 
xeliginf® the ſame ſhould be taken in any Senſe, or with any Explica. 
_ but what is, at leaſt, openly adopted by the Magiſtrates of Bur- 
_ ughs ; becauſe to them, or for their Aſſurance and Satisſaction, 
coef 15 immediately taken: And likewiſe no Explication of an 
on a ah, however made or adopted, can be allowed of, without ma- 
t lengil lelt Ab/urdity and Sin, except it be agreeable to the plain and 
1 benen, or neceſſary Senſe of the Words: But, the plain and 
e firſt mmon, Senſe of the Words in that Part of the Oath, as it comes 
on le eeſtarily to be uſed and applied in this Period, cannot poſſibly 
e, wit ate“ to the preſent Teſtimony among Sece ers, by any 
for gi plication that theſe Magiſtrates could either make or adopt ; 
n? Yelſeauſe the ſaid Part of the Oath, tho' it takes up a general Te/- 
Reaſon” for Religion, doth yet take up 10 more extenſive Teſtimo- 
ovivinFe chan for the Proteſiant, in Oppoſition tothe Popiſh Religion; 
wen, U becauſe, in the forefaid plain and common Senſe of the 
ie thou 9214s, is neceſſarily homologates the pre/ent national Profeſſion 
« EI d Settlement of Religion, which the Teſtimony among Sccedors 
. arte h as neceſſarily find Fault with; and becaule 4/eſe Magiſtrates 
| ve not in their Power, to rectiſj that Settlement and Profeſſion, 
Point my of the Things for which it is fo fond Fault with. Where. 
n havin as on the one Hand, /eceding Hurgeſſes cannot, conſiſtently 
gel e by ith the Nature, Ute and End of an Oath, {wear the religious 
10 Set auſe in ary Senſe, but according to the Will of the Magiffrates 
wind whoſe Satisfaction it is ſwern; ſo on the other Hand, theſe 


Magiſtrates, 


— 
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| Magiſtrates, becauſe (among other Reaſens) they are but Ma 
| trates of Burroughs, cannot conſiſtently adminiſtrate the ſan 
in any Seizſe adapted to the preſent Teſtimeny among , Secedes | 
any more than they can bring up the national Profeſſion and Sett 
| nent of Religion to a Level with, or make them a/lepted u 
the aid Teſtimony. „ PPS ICH 
| Aſter all, it is very «6/urd to propeſe that the-Syro41 ſheul, 
| inſtead of their Sentence, have explained that Clauſe in fon 
| - * Burgeſs-Oaths; as if it were conſiſtent with the Nature of aff 
| - Oath, that any ſhould determine the Meaning thereof, but the/e {df 
| whoſe Aſſurance and Satisfaction it is properly taken; and as 
the Meaning with which theſe Magiſtrates do and mult adminiſtratif 
the ſame, were not manifelt enough, from the obvious Meanin; 
and Intent of the Words, co-inciding with the preſent State q 
Matters, and with the open Profeſſion which the Magittratesmakef 
And the above Propoſal will appear. the more abſurd ; if it H 
eonfidered, that the Clauſe needeth no Explication, as to H 
Terms thereof: Conſidering allo that it cannot adhit of any Ex 
plication as to the Import thereof; but in a Way of explaining ot 
the preſent national Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion, aff 
nesceſſuriſy homelogoted thereby: And this Explication will be ju 
 aVindication of the Synod's Sentence. : 
| But, whenour Brethren are come to improve upon their foreſailif 
| Overture, there is ſome new Face put upon the Thins. The 
talk myſteriouſly about removing the Rybbiſh, from the religio 
Clauſe: And yet they put an if to it; ſo as not to grant that the 
is really any ſach Rubbiſh, or aay wrong Uſe of the Clauſe if 
our Day. Well, how was the ſuppoſed Rubbiſe to be removed 
It was (according to them) by vindicating the Clauſe; by dec. 
ring the ſuppoſed L/ and End theres; yea, by declaring a. 
warning, both as to Adminiſlrator and T aker, againſt perverting 
the Dejign thereof, contrary to the manifeſt Scope and declared In 
tention of the firſt Compilers and Impoſers thereof. ' 
Now, if all this have any diſtinct and co-herent Senſe, it mull... 
| fay, that the Synod ſhould have made a Declaration and Ward 
zng, for having the Clauſe of the Oath adminiſtrated yd ſworn 
according to the Meaning, Uſe and Application which it had! 
the Time ef our Reformation from Popery ; or, as they ſpeak, a 
cording to the original Meaning and Intent of the Words themſelve 
which they reckon obvious. 
But ſuppaſing that only /eceding Takers of the Oath, bu 
likewiſe- all other Takers, and even the Adminiſlrators thereq 
ſhould have been diſpoſed to pay all imaginable Regard to ſuch 
' Deslaration and Warning; yet how could this Scheme conf 
| 5 a 
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„„ Anfwer to Regen ſecond. „ 63 
be eomplied with? For, tho? it was agreeable enough to 
near generally unto” Religion, only in ſpecial Oppoſition to 
„, at 2 Time when the Teſtimony on the Field for Relir 
bn was fo ſtated ; yet, how could this anſwer yow, when 2 
rther Teſtimony is ſpecially on the Field ? Moreover, would 
* Brethrzn have the Synod to teach, that an Oath of a current 
tare, expreſly referring to preſent Things, a pre/ent Proſethon 

Wd Settlement ; ought to be taken as meant of paſt Things, or 
ith a Reſpect unto peſt Things, or in a Way of abſtradting from. 
te preſent Things that are contrary to theſe paſt Things? And 
de our Brethren forgot what they taught about an Cath, in the 
wers to Mr. Nafru, Page 29,\viz. © Tho! we fhould pro- 
ounce the /ame Form and Words, yet we behoved neceſſarily 
Fto. underſtand it of the preſent Time, Perſons, and Things; 
S otherwiſe it could not be a preſent Cath?“ This is Doctrine, 
at we were all unanimous about once: And were the 
od to teach People the contrary now, they would indeed con- 
dict the whole Deſen, Uſe and End of Oaths, and run a rea} 
Ik of being found Students unto Perjury ; according to what is 
pundleſly inſinuated againſt them in the next Reaſon. * , 
However, our Brethren do ſome Way explain themſelves 
re, For, they talk of preſent Magiſtrates in Burghs as Admi- 
rators of this Clauſe in the Oath ; and of Magiſtrates «t the 
or mation as the firſt Compilers and Inpoſers thereof, according 
whole manifeſt Scope and declared Iutention, or original Mean* 
p, the Clauſe is to be taken: And thus, as indeed they have 
ed to argue, they do not own the preſent Magiſtrates to be on a 
ve! with theſe former Magiſtrates, in rcfj.e& of the Oath ; but 
t the former are ſtill to be conſidered as the Inpoſers of the re- 
ious Clauſe, and the latter as Adminiſ{rators thereof; fo that 
the Seope and Intention of theſe former Magiſtrates, in Fra- 
ig and impoſing it, is now to be regarded in 5 itz and 
us they make the preſent Magiſtrates to be no more herg, than 
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muecutors of the Will of the Dead. 3 
J This is indeed a new Kind of Scheme, contrary to what has 
Wanzen commonly received hitherto, viz. That the who/e Power of 
1d 1 apiſtrates doth natively devolve upon their Succeſſors; ſo that 


gent * /Fagiſtrates muſt be, in reſpect of the former Ones, as 
Hate Maſters and Impoſers of the Oath, as ever theſe former 
%%% | xy AS: 
But further, in this and what cHe is {aid upon the Head, our 
eihren ſeem to ſorget that the Motter in Hand is of an Oath, 
ſolemn Cath. For, all the ſpecial Uſeand End of an Oath, 2 
bb, ean be nothing elſe than to put an Ed to Striſe, or to give lf 


page 


66 Anſwer to Reaſon ſecond. 
Aſſurance and Satisfaction to the Impaſers thereof: Wherek, 
People cannot ſwear this Oath ou, for giving Aſſurance 
Satisfaction to the Old, the dead Magiſtrates ; or otherwiſe, 
to give preſent Aſſurance and Satisſaction to the preſent, the lin 
Magiſtrates, about the fre/ent religious Profeſſion and frog 
the Sweater. This Oath then, asall Oaths, muſt, in the ſy 
ing thetcof, be conſidered ſnply and merely as à preſent Thin be 
for that prcſi nt Uje and End; as indeed the other Clauſes th 
of, wherewmith the firſt or religious Clauſe doth coaleſce, can 
poſlibly be interpreted with any Reference to paſt Things: 
thus, the Oath muſt be underſiood and ſworn now, in the w 
ſene Way as if the Fiume of it had never had a Being underz 
former Magiſtrates ; becauſe it is of ne Conſideration here, Mut; 
ancient the Frame of it be; ſeeing the Thing conſidered un 
the Formality of an Calli, for preſent Aſſurance and Satigfacti 
preſent Magiſtrates, is a Thing that never had or could have a 
ing under any former Magiſtrates? | | 
Well then, muſt not the preſent Magiſtrates of Burghs, Hand 
reckoned gs much the In feſers of the Oath, for Satisſaction to th 
& ever any former Magiſtrates were, for Satisfaction to thy 
And if it be taken now at all, muſt not the Swearers take it, 
cording to the &1nywn and conſiſtent Scope or Intention of theſe 
fent Magiſtrates, without any proper Dependence upon the $ 
and Intention of former ones; becauſe this would contradid 1 
preſent Tie and End thereof, which is noway to give Aſſur 
and Sati:fa&tion to paſt, but to preſent Magiſtrates ? 
All thete Things are plain and undiſputable, according tot 
Nature of Oaths, and the Senſe of all Ages about them. Men 
over, according to the ofvirus Meaning and Intent of the Wa 
in the Religious Clauſe, they arc of a current Nature, neceſſioath 
Iy re{eriivg to preſent Things, in the preſent State of Matten, 
to the Prolefſion and Settlement of the true Religion: There, 
the preſent Mapittrc: is of Burghs caunot conſillently, nor gane 
to adminiitrate the ſamc, if they do fo at all, but with ad ligio 
and Leb entien, of having Sceurity from the Swearer, about, 
Satisfaction with that preſent Slate of Matters; notyithſtandieem 
the Defedtions and Coruptions therein which we complan Weg 
as myurions to that H,mHelgien. Wherefore our Brethren ich 
no Reaſon to talk of Him iniſliaton or Taker of the Oath now on 
if they would pervert the proper Deſier thereof, by any . T 
Scope and Intention : Secing, an Uſe of it, as Matters Mon 
"And, witheret this Scepe and Intention, would be a grols When 
Dreadfa] peroerting ot the Oatb. | tity 
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Religious Clauſe, do make a Reference to our LoRD's Exam-' 
fo and Practice of vindicuting the Law, in the 5th and 6th 
LU 


apters of Matthew; this is indeed but an alſurd air, ace 
ding to what has been ſaid alieady: But moreover, the Come 
ſon is by no means decent: And thus the Religious Clauſe 
iſt be ſome ſlrange Thing; not of the Nature of o other Cath, 
of the Nature of Gor's Hord; fo far as to nced no more 
accommodating it to all Times and Circumſtances, but ſimply 
efuting corrupt Claſſes put upon it. | 

na Word, nothing as Matters ſtand, can be prater Hork ſor 
Synod, about any Oaths of Civil Society, but to teſtify a- 
aſt what is amiſs therein, and to deal with their People about 
and Duty thereupon ; which is jutt the /mport and Amount 
their Sentence about the Religious Clauſe now proteſted a- 
alt: And they behoved ///, to pals this Sentence; or ts 
their People go on in the Affair, as it ſtands. | 
And finally upon this Reaſon; as our Brethrens Argumen 
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| much need, according to their Promiſe, to mako it furthgy 
dear in the Sequel. E728 


REASON III. 


;. 1 is, in our Opinion, moſt dangerous, to make Oaths re- 

duplicate upon all the ſinful Laws and Conſtitutians 
hat are in being, in any Period; when there is no ſuch Redy- 
plication ſpecified in the ſaid Oaths, The Synod makes the 
| efaineſs or Unlawfulnels of the ſirſt Clauſe of ſome Burgetss 
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Ipect to the Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion: And al- 
hough they affirm that Matters at preſent arc in ſuch Cireum 
ances, with reference to the Profelhon and Settlement of Re-: 
gion, as make the Swearing of the Burgeſs-Oath, with the 
aid Religious Clauſe, ſinful and unlawſul ; yet they thereby 
leem to {uppole, that the Time has becn, when Matters, with 
Reference to the Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion, were 
ſuch, that the ſwearing the Burgeis-Oath with the taid Relis 
pions Clauſe, was lawful and warrantable. | 
The Circumſtances with reſpect unto the preſent Proſeſ. 


ent of our Brethren who differ ſrom us, ſome Acts and Con- 
iitutions of Parliament, which we have teltified againſt; ſuch 
== $4 "a4 


Bat further, as our Brethren, in their Propoſal for vindicating 


rcin turns out, hitherto, but unto a por Appearance; they 


daths, to turn intirly upon certain Circumſtances, with re- 
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68 | Reaſon third. 


- authoriſed by Law? (2.) As there is no Reduplication « 


as the Revolution and Union Settlements, the Toleration ted 
Patronage Acts, Cc. And they make he Bargeſs-Oath toy 
duplicate upon all the evil Conſtitutions that are prelently] 


Being: Whereby, (1.) They fix Perjury upon ſuch Burge 


as did ſwear this Religious Clauſe in ſome Burgeſ.-Oaths, MM wii 
covenanting Times; for tis plain Patronages were in Bey pie, 
according to Law, when the Covenants were renewed, ee 
1649 : The A of Parliament ſettling une, and 7. 
King's Power of calling and diſmiffing Aſfomblies, in ordinalfi /c/ 
| Cafes, which were made not long after the Reformation, . gui 
ing in Force at that Time. So that, according to this Si the 
tence of the Synod, Burgeſſes, who had fworn this Religinſ Pr 
Clauſe in ſome Burgeſs-Oaths zt that Time, did homolog / 
the evil Laws and Conſtitutions thenin beinp : The Sex au. 
ment of Religion at that Time, with reſpect to the Right oH Co 
People to call their own Miniſters, and the intrintick po. 00 
olf the Church, being far from being agreeable to the Wal Gr 
But whatever bad Laws were in being at that Time, our 54 
thy F forefathers knew very well, that theſe were no Part oi red 
true Religion, contained in our approven Standards audi. in 
publick Au chority! in the Land, but altogether different the. Cc 
trom, and oppoſite thereto. Into whoſe Mind could it of pli 
enter Until now, that the Toleration, Patronages abr Er 
the intrinſick Power of the Church, or any Thing clic in ter 
+ ſiſtent with the Word of Gov, is any Part of the true . Pa 
gion, contained in the Standards of this Church that have / 


preſſed in the Religious Clauſe of ihe Burgeſs-Oath, upona 
of the Civil Laws ; fo the fixing r of ſuch a Reduplication 1 . 
it by the Sentence of the Synod, tends to deſtroy the NI 
of all Oaths, and to make them fo ambiguous, as that tif 8 
are no certain Evidence of Truth in however ſimple Tn! 

they be expreſſed. According to our Canfeſ. Chap. 22. , 
An 9ath is to be talen in theplain and common Sunſe of the li 
without Equivocation or mental Reſervation. Agrceably het 
the Lon lan Miniſters, in their 7. eſlimony to the, Truth. 
CARIST, pave 28, ſay, Neither the Covenant, ner aiy A 


pretl, 


Vath, is otherwiſe to be inter preteſ, than according to ib M dupli 

min, plain aul true grammatical Senſe «f it. According Wthey x 

the Sentence of the Synod, it is impoſhble to frame For 

Oath, but it muſt be ambiguous : Yea ihe Bund. of Wparti 

Covenant it felt; becauſe there will be al yays ſome that ente 

Pat various Glotkes and Interpretations upon it, and mabeg that 
« ra 25, 
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reduplieate or not upon this or the other Law,, according as 


11 


oF their different Inclinations or Intereſts lead them. But Mr, 
Yi £ochorioh Crofton, in his Foſtning of St. Peter's Fetters, Pag. 
ge 126. well oblervcs ; Some (ſays he) charge the So/emn League 
1, WF cvith Anbiguities and ContraiiGions in its Terms,-----Others 
Be pic! then os an Argument to malte void the Caih ; but ſuch had 
oel to ſec, that there is no Poſſibility of un, erſtanding the 
en in a ſoun Senſe, and making them 19 agree among them- 
ini les; leſt they be found Students unto Perjury.-----Theje Aubi- 
„ puities and Coutrailictions muſt be real and in the very Words 
SF themiclves, and not in the Fancy or Imagination of /uch as, in 
Wali Prejiiice do decline the Oath ; nor in the Intention of him that 
li /ireureth, uot willing to be bound: For, if the. Words. be clear 
deu and lain, iu their proper Signification, the Afprehenjion of the 
of i Confellerales, or the due drift and Scope of the CJoth, the Oath 
Poul: / eth, and muſt be carefully obſerned; as Doctor Sanderſon, 


Grotius, and many others, in this Cuſt do teach. (3.) The 
Synod, by making the Religious Clauſe in ſome Burgeſe-Oaths 
© redujplicate upon all the bad Acts and Cie eſently 
in Being, by the lame Parity of Reaſon, make our National 
«Covenant, as renewed in the Tears 1638 and 1639, to redu- 
„ plicate upon all the Ats of Parliament that are ſpecified at the 
End of the ſaid Covenant: Whereas the Afſociate Presby- 
* tery, in their Act againſt Mr. Nairy, have expre{ly declared 
e Page 32, That thete Adts were us Part of the Preambie las 


e //. any Part of the Oath it/elf. 
2 | | Bog | ' 
ona ANSWER toREASON III. 


II this Reaſon, a threefold Argument is taken up again} the 


lh Synod and their Sentence, for charging the Burgel(s-Oath, 
TenWin it Religious Clauſe, with a finfal teluplicatiun. That Re- 
„ euplicatian which our Brethren, (in ſome 49% and jarring Ex- 
breſbons.) do blame the charsing it with, is upon of! thegorl C 
be “ut, Laws ant At: of Parlianent, that are preſently eg: 
uth 


„Anh it i“ very true, that the Synod conſiders it as having a Re: 
be duplication, which preſently Y f“ all theſe. However, 
ing ey and their Scatelte are here. much miſtaken and wronged +2 
ne For Matters ate repreſented, as if a conceived Re duplication, and 
of particularly % % Reduplication, were all the Ground of the 
hat Sentence; yea, as if they made the Unlawfulne/5 of Swearing 
naks 
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ng, relative to the praſent Profeſſion au ſettle nent of c oligim? 


that Clauſe, to turn ire upon this Reduplication. Wheres 
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70 Anſwer to Reaſon Third. : 


The Synod have conſidered the ſinſul Redupliaation in th 
{wearing of faid Clauſe, as preſently extending a great deal fin 
ther, than civil Conftitutiens, Laws and Acts of Parliamen; 
even unto all the Deſections and Corruptions, ecc/e/raſtical as wel 
as civil, in the preſent national Profeſſion and Settlement of Re 
ligion. Again, they never made their Sentence to turn entirely 
upon what Replication they conceive the Oath has in its fail 
Clauſe ; for, beſides this, they reckon it chargeable with a ſinſi 
Deficiency of Reduplication, as it is not calculate for comprehend 
ing the different Branches of the Teſtimony for Religion aul 
Reformation, that have been attained fince our Reformation from 
Popery, in Oppolition to the preſent general DefeRion ; and 
Iikewile, beſide all the genera! View of the Matter, they conſider 
that Swearing as peculiarly ſintul among Sece.fers, from their pe 
enliar Circumſtances. Moreover, the Synod never offered tg 
make the Unlaufulreſs of ſwearing that Clauſe, to turn enuirely 
either upon what ſinful Reduplication our Brethren ſpeak ef, & 
upon all the ſinful Reduplication which the Synod means, « 
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1 hich the sz *Þ 
upon the ſinful Deficiency of Re duplication which they mean, © het 
or upon the peculiar Circumſtances of Seceders ia {wearing ti 

| g 3 oth 1 
Clauſe; or upon all of theſe : For, it is not the UniawfulnedW ear. 


of ſaid ſwearing, in general and ab/3/utely, but the Unlawfulnch 
thereof, in / ſur as, the Sentence meddles with it, that they make 
to turn upon the above Hinges: And fo, the genera! Suppo/itia 
kere charged upon their Sentence 1s very groundleſs. 

For explaining this Point a little, it is to be conſidered; that 
tho' in the ht Paragraph of the Realon, compared with the Be 
ginning of the ſecond, the Judgment of the Synd, as ſuch, and 
the Judgment of Brethren in the Synod, about the foreſaid Un 
lawſulneſs, are ſpoken of as Things co-exten//ve ; or, as if the 9. 
nod had laid their Sentence, for comprehending all the Grounds d 
that Unlawſulneſs, which any Brethren of Synod had mentioned; 
yet the true Caſe is otherwiſe : For, forme: of theſe Brethren had 
mentioned four fuch Grounds, which the Sentence doth nd 
meddle with, or extend unto. 

The i was, that they conceived it wrong, to have 3 rei 
Clauſe and Teſtimony, being of an evaroe/ical Nature and Ute 
limited unto any Burgeſs-Oath: And they conceived it wrong, 
to have ſuch a Clauſe, of a general Nature, laid and continued in 
any Burge/s-Oath ; becauſe, in their Opinion, either that general 
Clauſe could not .li, be lawfully ſworn, by having it till accom 
modated to new Advances of Teſtimony in the Profeſſion of Relr 
gion, after the Reformation from Popery ; or, if it were fo acconv 
modated, this would make the Terms of civil and religious Come 
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Huſwer to Neaſon Third. 71 
union of equal Striftneſ7.-—— The ſecond was, more particularly, 
t they conceived it wrong, to have Magiſtrates of Burrou 4 
nowleged, in their impoſing by themſelves, any /uch Claufe : 
nſidering the Morches that take Place betwixt ſpiritual and civil 
urisdiction, according to 2 Chron. xix. 11. And behold, Ameriah 
be chief Prieſt is over you in all Matters of the Lord, and Zebadiaß 
Son of 1ſhmacl, the Ruler of the Houſe of Fudah, for all the 
ings Matters ; alfo the Levites (hall be Officers before you ; deal 
wag iouſly, and the Lord ſhall be with the Good: And conſidering 
hat it is not competent for theſe Magiſtrates, to inſpect and cogneſce 
pon the moral and religious Qualifications, that are a in 
ſerlons, for warraxting the Adminiſtration of ſuch an Oath unte 
em; eſpecially as the Laws of the civil Socicty do not warrant 
limiting Burgels-Privileges, unto Perſons of the moral and relj- 
jus Qualifications, that are neceſſary in being admitted to a ſolemn 
e17ious Oath.---The third was, that, according to ordinary Fame, 
hereare ordinarily many accidental Abuſes, in the Way of admini- 
rating and «caling with Burgeſs-Oaths, having that ſolemn Clauſe. 
ind the fourth of theſe Grounds, was taken from the Connecti- 
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wo betwixt the religious Clauſe, and the Clauſe of Penalty which | 
: oth now take Place in ſome of theſe Burgeſs-Oaths ; whereby the | 
br wearer engages to pay a certain Piece of Money unto the Town's [ 


ommon Good, /12e afr as he ſhall break any Part of this his 
Dath : For they conceived, that this Clauſe of Penalty, contain- 
da Suppoſition and Penalty, dreadfully inconſiſtent with the Nature 
d Swearing, eſpecially unto Religion; as alſo they conceived, 
hat by the ſaid Clauſe, the Swearer did virtually become free of 
he Town, for Perjury in the Matter of the Oath, even about Reli- 
ion, at a Rate of Maney. | | 
Theſe are I bings that had great Weight with Brethren in Sy- 
od: But the Synod have abſtracted therefrom in their Sentence; 
eving given n Judgment, whether or not the Unlawfulneſs of 
Kearing the fore{aid Clauſe, might be extended farther than they 
ave done. | 9 
And there was Reaſon for their proceeding after this Method: 
Becauſe the third of theſe foreſaid Grounds was not regularly be- 
lore ther ; nor had they got regularly forward to the Conſiderati- 
a of that Clauſe which the fourth turns upon: And, as to the 
ther tw, they did properly belong to the general Queſtion, 
ihethcr the religious Clauſe o:ght to have Place in a Burgels-Oath, 
mich is 2 Thing that the Synod have not Capacity for getting 
refed; and beſides, theſe other two Grounds are in Matters of 
Prirciple, which the $7nod had net, found judicially determined 
; y before. 
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comes neceſſarily to be uſed and applied in this Period. And tht 


- meddled entirely with a Matter of Practice among their Peap 


the due Application thereot. 


fame Thing: So that there is a plain Con/iftency betwixt ſayin 


Das acting /egaliy, in lifting up a Teſtimony, by that Oath, agail 
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fore, in theſe particular Circumſtances. Wherefore, conf 
ing the Oppolition they met with, in coming forward to a 
tence on the Affair; they could not ſee it meet, to have thi 
ſelves retarded from what was eminently the preſent Wark 4 
have more Oppoſition thereto occaſioned, by extending their g 
tence at that Time, any farther than to anſwer the peculiar @ 
urgent Caſe, of directing particularly the People under their f 
tion unto preſent Duty, about the ſwearing of that Clauſe, 4 


the Synod have, by their Sentence, meddled with no Matter 
Principle that was not judicially determined before ; but hy 


relative to the Teſtimony a/ready eſpouſed and maintained amd 
them; determining a Caſe of Conicience, in a Matter of Proffi 
among their People, concerning Frinciples already recei ved, af 


Theſe Things being premiſed, the Synod goes on to conſif 
the Arguments or Objections here managed by their Brethren, 
a Point which is given out, as above, for the whole of the Cont 
verſy, the” it be only a Part thereof. And, _ 

Imo. In the {aff Article of this Reaſon it is alleged, that ff 
$ynod, when charging the Burge/s-Oath in its religious Chal 
with replicating upon bad Acts of Parliament about Religit 
do, by the fame Parity of Reaſon, make the Bond of the C 
nant, Annis 1638 and 1639, to reduplicate upon all the Ac; 
Parliament that are fpecificd in the Preamble thereof; fo as to 
tradict what is declared by the Aſſociate Presbytery in their A 
ſwers to Mr. Nairn, Page 32. viz. that theſe Ads then/th 
were no Part of the Preamble, fur leſs any Part of that Oath iſt 
But this Objection is without Shadow of Ground; ſeeing to f 
that theſe Ats themlelves were no Part of the Oath, and th 
they were not re:lup/icate! upon by the Oath, are by no Means tl 


that theſe Acts themſelves were 1s Purt of the Oath; and yet ik 
ing, as the plain Truth 1s, that the Oath, in the /econd Sentent 
thereof, did expre/)y refer unto, or reduplicate upon, theſe laudall 
Acts; not indeed immediately and in leſiniteſy, but according to 
Definition thereof rbat was prefixed, for juſtifying our Covenant 


manifo/d Corruptions about Religion, which the Court was then it 

troducing. in | | | 
2 da. As the laſt Articie of this Reaſon doth eſſay in vain ren 
bring the Ayociats Prezbytery into the Field againit this Synoden, 
| en 


he firſt Article thereof goes the ſame Way to Work, for the 
Hout, with ſome Burgeſſes in Covenanting- times, 
"But ſeeing ſuch Sort of Reaſoning can no way teuch. the Sen- 
e, as to the Merits of the Cauſe; ot calt any Spark of Light, 
x direting Conſcience about Sin or Duty in the Matter: The 
mod therefore are only obliged, in this Place, to make Head 
ninſt the drawing of an Odium upen themſelves, for the Sake 
their Sentence. It is needleſs to repete here, what has been 
erly faid about the Hiſtory of the religious Clauſe, in ſome 


der Wirpeſs-Oaths 3 or to enlarge upon the vaſt Diſparity that was 
ved before, betwixt the preſent Caſe and that of bygone Co- 


manting-times, as to the ſwearing thereof: But there is Ne- 
ry of ſomething farther for the Syned's Vindication, againſt 
Oditim which they are expeſcd to from the firſt Article of this 
aſon ; as, under that Vindication, ſome conſiderable Light 
y caſt up upon their Sentence. EI 70 

It is needleſs to remark here, upon the Terms in which our 
ethren ſee meet to expreſs Saane : And the Charge, with ' 
ſpect to ſome. Burgeſſes in Covenanting-times, doth, upon the + 
W-ter, amount unto this; that the Synod's Sentence doth ſup» 
it Me a ſwearing of the religious Clauſe, in Covenanting-times, to 
ve been of a ſinful Reduplitation, which conſiſted not with Co- 
hanting. But the' the Sentence did really ſuppoſe ſuch a 
Wing (which yet 7s not Fad, as will appear by and by ;) itneed- 
hot however ſeem any hideous Affair, to ſay, that a parti- 
0 lar Evil which the Lord hath, in his Providence, brought te 
bt, and brought about a Teſtimony againſt, now, was not 
| at to Light and given up with in the faid reſorming 
loc. A t ; 

0 Moreover, as the Stroke ſuppoſed to be given to the Megiory * 
ſome honeſt Burgeſſes in that Period, is alledged to be given, 
ns charging the Burgeſs-Oath, in its religious Clauſe, with a 
ayinÞplication upon ſome bad Acts of Parliament preſently in Be- 
et ii about Religion; ſo, the Synod's Judgment about that Re- 
\tenOlication, is ſtrangely aſcribed to its having entred into their 
aaa, That theſe bad As, ſuch as of Toleration and Patronage, 
to Hart of the true Religion contained in the Standards of this t 
ame that have been authoriſed by Lau: And our Brethran /< 
gang wonder greatly at ſuch a Netion, as what could never have 
en Med into the Mind of any until now. Hewever, the only 8 
Ing that needs to be wondred at here, is, how it could have! 
r entred into the Mind of any, that the Syned had ſuch 4 
0000, when they never gave real Occaſion to any fo much 2 
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reaming that they had it, 8 Synod has not given up Li co] 1 | 
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above Expedient, for clearing themſelves. - Becauſe this Exped 


Opinion would have been contrary to their declared Principles. 


than of Reformation; and it is as manifeſt, that they charge. out 
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far with common Reaſon, as to ſuppoſe that any of theſe bad Ac 
are 2 Port of the ſaid true Religion: Nevertheleſs, they thi 
ro Shame to be of the Mind, that thoſe bad Acts are homologated 
in homologating generally the preſent nations! Profeſſion and 
Settlement of the ſaid true Religion. 
But, in a pretended Oppoſition to the Syned's Mind, it ig 
told of our worthy Fore-fathers, that, © Whatever bad Law 
« were in Being at that Time, they knew very well that theſe 
« were no Part of the true Religion contained in our approvenſ 
Standards, and of publick Authority in the Land, but alto 
« gether different therefrom and oppoſite thereto :” And thi 
rice Obſervation is brought in, as an Exped.ert which covenant. 
ing Burgeſſes had and uſed, yea all they needed, to clear them 
ſelves from any Charge of a ſinful Reduplication, in ſwearing the 
religious Clauſe of a Burgeſs-Oath. It is true indeed, that thelelf 


Lo 


le 
Burgeſſes could be liable to ns ſuch Charge, by ſwearing the * 
Clauſe in that reforming Period; but 'tis as true, that as the Neſaie 
needed rot, ſo they would have condemned any Uſe of th errir 


ent (abſtracting from the Vanity thereof) being of a general Na 
ture, could not be any better pled upon, for the ſaid Parpoſ 
under a Time of Reformation, than under a Time of Defection: 
So that they could not have ſalved their Conſciencesabout ſwear; 
ing the religious Clauſe, by ſuch an Expedicnt, under the Timdf 
of Reformation, without being ef Opinion that the ſwearing allf 
{aid Clauſe could have no ſinful Reduplieatien upon bad Ads at 
any Time, of Defection more than of Reformation; but ſuch aff Th EI 


errup 
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feet 


It is indeed very manifeſt, that, upon this. Ground of 5ad A 
being no Purt of the true Religion, our Brethren are of Opinion 
that the Burgeſs-Oath, in its religious Clauſe, can have no {infu 
Reduplication upon bad Acts, at any Time, of Defection more 


Covenanters with being of the /ame Opinion upon the amt 
Ground. But it is {till as maniſeſt, that theſe Covenanters were 

of an oppoſite Dpinien, with reſpect to a Time of Defection: $ 

that if it had come in their Way, to advert particularly unto the 
Burgeſs-Oath in this religious Clauſe ; and if any ſhould "hav 

told them, that the ſwearing of ſaid Clauſe, in a Time of DefecÞ; to 
tion, did not re4up/icate upon, ſo as to homelogate bad Acts avoultle p.: 
the true Religion, becauſe theſe bad Acts were 10 Part of th keion 
true Religion; they would have reckoned this but an inſigntÞ Me 
cant Quibble, contrary to that Goſpel- mplicity which they werq ,» N 
enabled to profels and practiſe, in the Matters gf God. 3 


Wh 


0 
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UF What puts this beyond Controverſy, is, that, 2s was ſhown Ml 
ore, with reſpect to the Time of Defection immediately pre- | 
being the Tear 1638 ; our Covenanters then, Burgeſſes and o- 
ers, had no Demur in reckoning, that, under the ſaid Time of 
\Wefe#i9n, the ſitnple Mention of theſe Words, preſently profeſſed, 
Wren in an Act of Parliament about the true Kirk of GoD and 
je Religion, behoved to make the Act re/ſuplicate upon, fo as to 
mologate the bad Laws that were in Being avout Religion, 
hereby Innovations had been made to the Prejudice of the true 
"Wecligion, in the Profeſſion thereof: And while they reckoned 
bns, even about ſuch an Act of Parliament; it were molt abſurd 

Þ ſuppoſe that they could have been otherwiſe minded about any 
mn Oath, under a Time of Defection, bearing as much the 
ery /ame Reduplicetion, in the very /ame Expreſſion. It is then 
clear as 2 Sun-Beam, that our Covenanters in that Period, if 
hey had been providentially led to any particular Notice of the 
frefaid Clauſe in a Burgeſs-Oath, behoved to have condemned a 
earing thereof, as chargable with a flful Neduplication, in a 
eriod of Defectien. 55 
And accordingly, when they renewed the Haienal Covenant in 
he Tear 1638, before Matters were come the Length of naiinngl ! 
Neermat ion in the Profeſſion and Tſtabliſhment of the true Reli- 
jon ; they did {wear to the true Religion by the new Bon, in 
Way of direct Contradictios to what a ſwearing the religious 
Klauie of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths would have been: For, in the 
ery, fr Sentence of that Bond, they found Fault with the pre- 
ſe; Eſtabliſhment and Profeſſion of the true Religion, as having 
eruptions and Novations in them; ſo that they ſwore tothe 
xe Religion in a Way of looking backward, with an expre/s Re 
rencete the E/tab/i/hment and Profeſſonthereof, which had taken 
lace under the former Period of Reformation | © 
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BUT, for the better Illuſtratien of what is above, it will be ne- 
flary to deal more expreily with the Argument that is Ii 
buched in the firſt Article of this Reaſon : And it Comes out WW 
at- The Synod doth charge the Burgeſs-Oath itt "its religi- | 
ws Clauſe, with a Keduplication, that makes Burgeſſes who ſcar 
It, to homolcgete the evil Laws and Conftitutions about Religon, now 
i Being: But there were eri Lews and Conſtitutions about Re- IT! | 
gion, taking Place likewiſe in the late Covenanting-times 2 1 
> Therefore the Synod doth, by Parity of Reaſon, make Burgeſſes as 
k ihe/e Times, to homolmgate the evil Laws and Conſtitutions about 
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Defection is reſolute and progreſſive in Church and State; 


ſent Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion, it mult, in the Nau 


they really are, in their complex Circumſtances. "Therefore, 
Frearing the rel 


, © BE | = Anſwer to Ream Third. ; 
Religion, then in Being; ſo that the ſwearing of ſaid Clauſe} 
heved nat te conſiſt with Covenanting-work then, as well as n an 
This is indeed the plain Shape of that Argument which 


- Brethren are here inſiſting upon: And accordingly they urea 


gon Talk not very creditable, to rake up and aggravate { 
evil Conſtitutions about Religion, as continuing unreformed Mat, t. 
bout the Cloſe ef the late Reformation - period; that thus Mat 
might appear ſome Parallel betwixt that Peried and this, coed: 


ning a Reduplication upon and Homolegation of evil Laweſe T 
Conſtitutiens, in ſwearing the foreſaid religious Clauſe. ward 


However, let it be ſuppoſed, that the ſwearing of this Ch 
had been a Thing adverted to then, as well as now; and l ning 
former Conſideration be abſtracted from, viz. That the Cj 


covenanting was not then as nw, different, yea in Seceſſion, Mat th 


that Church whereto the national Proſeſſion and Settlement 


Religion do properly belong: Yet ſtill it will certainly oe, ir 


throw the w ee of the abe ve Argument, if the Sy nod can re neral 


geile theſe us Propoſitions ; viz. That @ ſwearing the religiliſWn, c 
_ Clauſe of ſome Burgefi-Oaths, in this Period, muſt reduplicate uWen 
ſo as to homologate all evil Laws and Conſtitutions asd in B and 
about Religion; but that a ſmearing thereof in the late CovendWearir 
ing times, could not reduplicate upon, ſo as to homolog ate any ¶NMeſent 


Laws and Conſtitutions then in Being, about Religion: AndWMWlaril 


' Reconciliation of theſe two Prepoſitions, is very caly, Witlen 


For, Now is a Period of Defection, as to both the Proſe 


and Settlement of Religion; but then was a Period of Nen al P. 


tion, as to both of theſe, Now, this Defection is come a H 


Length, and on the Advance; but then, that Reformation ¶Mlent, 


eome a great Length, and on the Advance : Yea, as nw, ert 


then, the Reformation was reſolute and progreſſive in Church i Mo! 
State. And accordingly, theſe very two evil Conſtitutions t rar 


our Brethren rake up, as in Being at the Renovation of the {Wor 


venants, Anno 1649, were got reformed that /ame Year, inWreto 


few Weeks after ; as appears from the Act aboliſhing Patron ber 
and from Acts 15th and 16th of the ſecond Seſſion of Parl iam tion 


that Year, the ohe whereof is prefixed to our Confeſſion of Fall 
and the other is recorded after the Anſwers to Mr. Nairn, P. 

48; as allo in the Act and Teſtimony, Page 7. 
Well then, wherever an Oath does generally homologate a 


ef the Thing, bomologate them, cenſidered jult accarding to wheat 


igieus Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths in % kt 
: e 


* 


 Anfwer to Reaſon Third, 
, when it generally homologates the preſent national Profeſ- 
n and Settlement of Religion, it muſt homologate them, con- 
gred juſt according to what they really are; that is, in a State 
great Defection, which manifeſtly includes an holding faft of 


nt, that a ee Homologation of ſuch a Profeſſion and Settle- 
nt of Religion, muff homologate, not only Things that are 
five, but the very Defection thereof; when homologating 


ward further Defection. But, en the othen Hand, a ſwearing 
religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, in the foreſaid re- 


jon and Settlement of Religion, conſidered juſt -acecording ta 
at they really were, that is, in a State of great eformation, 
hich manifeſtly included an holding faft of growing Reforma 
, in refuſing to let it go: And it is woſt evident, that a 
neral Homologation of ſuch a Profeſſion and Settlement of Reli- 
on, could not homologate any Jmperfet10n of theſe Things; 
en homologating the ſamc, as conſidered in a manife/t Tenden- 
and Progreſs toward further Perfeftion. — In a Word, the 
earing of ſaid Clauſe . now, when it, generally homologates the 


ny ent national Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion, muſt ne- 
nd Wffarily conſent unto what is inſeparable from this Profeſſion and 


ttlement, viz. a progreſſive Defection: But the ſwearing of ſaid 
lauſe in that Period, when it generally homologated the then nati- 
jal Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion, behoved neceſſarily te 


nt, viz. a progreſſive Reformation; and this was utterly incon- 


v, Wert with homologating any particular Zv:/s thereof, that might, 
te; found needing Reformation. He 

-h al Moreover, in that Time of Reformation, none were bound or 
ns tiWÞrranted ( becauſe in a Time of Reformation) to be contending 


reformed ; for this is a Duty peculiar to a Time of Defection: 
herefore, a general homologating by publick fermal Cath, the 
tional Profeiton and Settlement of Religion at that Time, 
Id not include any ſinful Silence about them, and ſo could not 
mologate any ImperteCtions thereof. But now, the Lord's Peo- 


be contending /eparatly by a publick formal Teſtimony, againſt 

ifold Evils about the preſent national Profeſſion and Settle- 
at ef Religion: Wherefore a general hamologating, by publick 
wal Cath, the ſaid Praicilion and Settlement ef Keligion, muff 


— 


ning Defection, in refuſing to let it go: And it is moſt evi- 


ming. Period, behoved to homologate the then national Pro- 


went unte what was inſeparable from that Profeſſion and Settle-' * 


arately by a publick formal Teſtimony, againſt any Evils then 


8 are warranted and bound, (becauſe in a Time of Deſe&ion ), 


include 


Ao. 


"Ty 18 


ſe Things, as conſidered in a manifeſt Tendency and Progreſs 5 
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__ yy Afr to Reaſon Third. . = 
is include a -ſinftl Silence about them, and fo muſt hemolof ich t 
= manifold Evils thereof. ther 
„ Theſe Things are plain, as to the vaſt Odds eit ug | 
' the religious Clauſe 'of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, in a Time of Mn 4 
mation and in a Time of Defection. And agreeably to ſuch Ribe 8. 
ples, the Aſſociate Presbytery (in the Defence ſubjoined to Ats 
Anſwers to Mr. Nairn), when their immediate Work was Wo" p 
to vindieate Scripture-Dectrine, about Subjection to the pr ſe wit 
Civil Government; they did juſtly declare (as in Page 45, , © 
"that it was eker for them on that Occaſion, to be 's C 
about, or drop a confunct Conſideration of the National Apa nee 
And the Corruption of our Rulers, as what might kave tend r, in 
harden A wicked Generation, and to- bew:/der a witneſſing ki 
nant: — Whereas it would have been unaccountable ſer t 
to declare any ſuch Thing. on a like Occaſion, in a Time of x 
pal Re formation. a 
| It ſhould therefore ſeem nothing abſurd or Sat eſpecial 
i mong Seceders, to lay, That the ſame Act of homologating g 
nn rally a preſent National Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion A 
| | ſwearing the religious Clauſe ef a Burgeſs-Oath, which coulihe fo 
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mologate no Fvils about that Profeſſion and Settlement, in tel un 
Time of Reformation ; muſt yet homologate all publick Eu of: 
bout them, in this Time of general Defe#191 : And our . 
| nanters, Anne 1638, were manifeſtly of ſuch a Mind; when; n 
0 cauſe the general Defection was {till continuing, they did ſwef un, 
| | the true Kelhgion, with a Reference, not to the preſent but to th 
|| $f Profeſſion and £/tabliſhment thereof, in the preceeding Periaſſt. 
ll Reformation, as hath been obſerved before. f elſio 
| From what has been faid,-now and formerly, relative to con 
| Matter contained in the jr? Artiele of this Aird Reaſon; it 
pears, that the repete:! Attacks upon this Synod, in the pref 
Controverſy, ſrom the Quarter of Covenanters, Burgeſſes or oil 
ip any reforming Period before, could ſerve no good Purpoſe, on⸗ 
in giving Occation ſor wut ating : and confirming the 1 | 
tence. 
But the fir ff and tht 4 Articles of the Reaſon being now dit 
ſed, it remains te conſider that, | 
3010. All that our Brethren declaim, articulatly'i in the f 
Apticle of this Reaſon, about the Synoc's making the Buri” 
Oath, in its religious Clauſe, to reduplicate fo and fo, is eilen 
5575 as labouring wholeſy under a manifeſt Miſtaze : Fer, if 
Synod never offered to make, it reduplicate upon any Thing 
What it reduplicates upon, whether they will or not. This has 
+ whack in ſome Mealure alread j that a/ the Roduphication the 


J 
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10 hich they plead for, is really and manifeſtly in it, in the ver) : 4M 


& themſelves : - Wherefore the heavy Charges, here laid 2 
the Synod, by Citations and otherwiſe, do proceed merely 
an inaginury Ground. Our Brethren adventure indeed to ex- 
the Synod, upon a monſiruons. Faucy, as if they reckonad all 
&s and Conſtitutions about Religion, to he 4 Part of the true 
gion preſently pratelt, ſo as to charge à {wearing the religious 
le with a ſinful Redupiication upon theſe evil Acts and Conſti- 
s, becauſe it reduplicates upon that true Religion: Rut the 
de 's Charge of the faid Reduplication. proceeds quite otherwi/e,. 
g neceſſarily from the plain and common Senfe of the Words. 
rr, in that Clauſe, the true Religion is not reduplicated upon, 


7 orn te generally and indefinitly, but under the Form of a pro- 
i National Profeſſion and Settlement. Again, this Settlement 


gs nat immediately and indefinitely to the true Religion in 
but in the ſaid Profeſſion thereof; as the true Relgion can- 
in itſelf, but in the Profeſſion thereof, derive Authority from 


Acknwledging and Arouching before God, the preſent Being 
e foreſaid National Profeſſion and Settlement, without any Re- 
unto a Teſtimony againſt the Defections and Corruptions: 
ol: Yea the Swearer, in theſe Words, I profeſs, takes up, 
2s, and declares his Acquieſcence in the ſaid National Pro- 
dn and Settlement; engaging to abide thereat and defend 
ſame to his Life's End, without Regard to any Teſtimony. a- 


confidered as they. are, in the preſent complex Circumſtances 


preſently ſtand; while none of the publick Deſections and Cor- 


a genera! and. faithful Account of a Man's Profeſſion and: Pur- 
bat Way. Thus it is then, that a Swearing the religious Clauſe 
ſent, is charged with a ſinful Neduplication, homologating or 


Burd21ng the preſent National Profeſſion and Settlement ef Religi- 
entiunder al! the Defections and Corruptions thereof which we teſ- 
or, Mgainſt, and in diametrical Oppoſition-to the whole of hat Teſ- 


Day among our Hands. All this ariſes from the plain and con- 
enſe of the Words, in Swearing to Religion with a Reference 


* 


m Laws. Moreover, in Swearing that Clauſe, there is a ſo- - 


the Defections and Corruptions thereof, that we teftify a- 
ſt, Further, the Oath, thus homologating or approving, that 
eſion and Settlement, muſt homologate or approve the ſame, 


of, under all the foreſaid DefeFions and Corruptions, ag. Mat- 


ons that we teſtify againſt, can be morally ſeporable from the 
onal Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion, in this Time of 
al and growing Defectian. And finally, the foreſaid Oath of 
eligious Clauſe, is a general Deed about Religion, offering to 


x the Preſent National Profeſſion and Settlement thereof, at this | 


* 
1 
* 
y 
* 
l 
* o 
Ws 
; * 
4 * 
e 
Fg * 5 
44 by 
x. 
3:7 
E432 
© 
2 
* 
: I 
* 
4 
i5 N 
* 
1 
. 
Ly 7 7. 
„ 1 
R. 
2 8 
N 
Ef Y 
* 3 
is © 
I 
4 5 
* 
+1 
19 
14 / 
IS | 
"> * 
1 
— V)] 
* 9 
LET | 
4 In 
# + 
\ a b 
RX 
PF 
: + 
| kv 
? : 
7 
3" 3 
þ 
* F 
Wes 
bt; 
. 4 * 1 
8 1 
12 
9 
11 
* 5 
1 'F 
#4 * 
yi 
— 4 
1 
1 
1 0 4 
1 
3 
1 
T4 . 
4 . 
1 9 
N 5 
65 8 
i I 4 
1 
1 
1 
f 
10 
Ft, x 
C 
4 


- 4D 
— 
— 


r 
* 9 ͤ 2 3 
3 * Af - —— 
: py 
— — E ˙A 


x; 


.. Time of Destin And our Covenanters were fo tenatious i ind 
Way of Thinking, that in the Year 1638, they not only ſway 
Religion in the*new Bond, with a Reference to the 5000 inſtea 
King to ſear the National Covenant ; becauſe. his -Proclami 
for Swearing it, did bear a Reference to the preſent Profeſſion] 


£ eth within the Compaſs thereof, the Nt VETO? _—_ X 2 N 


Mr. Crofton, for comparing the Synod's, Sentence with the Coy 
of ſome Malignants of old, as theſe became Students unto Peri 


aus Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, by vindicating the ſame in 
Way that eludes the true Drift and Scope thereof, with real 
biguities and Contradictions. 

| gainſt the Synad; theſe do ſtrike merely, manife /tly and ſtrongh 
10 be corrected and invertedas follows. 


As there is a Reduplication expreſſed in the Religious Claul 
L of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, upon the State of Religion in the” pri 


So the denying ſuch a Reduplication, tends to deſtroy the Ny 
* they can be no certain Evidences of Truth, in however pla 


* the Bond of the Covenant itſelf, which we have ſolemal 


Nag ae the Evili of the Time, as their different dnclinations« 1 


9 to Reaffn Third... 


the preſent Profeſſion : But, when they were required by 
Religion, they proteſted that a Sweating to Religion this W 
would be a Swearing to it, ,as it includeth ( ſay they) ond contd 
eording'as was noticed before. 


But to roceed, | 
1 is at leaſt very inconſi derate, to make uſe of a Paſſage 


by making void the Oath of the ſolema League, in condemning 
fir fanciful and imaginary Arabiguities and Contradictions : Wh 
yet, on the contrary, the Synod is here imployed in debati 
with a Scheme, which tends to make void a Swearing the Relig 


As to the other Citations produced by eur Brethren hens | 


gainſt them/elves ; - becauſe their own Words in this Place, bug 


* fent National Profeſſion and Settlement thereof; inevitably hen 
« ſogating the ſaid Profeſſion and Settlement, under all the D 
* fectens and Corruptions of the ſame, that we teſtify againſt 
* ture of all Oaths; and to make them fo ambighous, as thi 


Terms they be expreſſed * And according hereunto, it is . 
<* poſſible to frame any Oath, but it muſt be ambiguous ; yeh 


« ſworn ; becauſe there may be ſome that will uſe vario 
* Ghoſjes and Interpretations, for eluding the Red uplication there 


* Intereſts may lead them 


| KKAS0 


+= 


3 Reafin Fourth: n 


— 


4 * 
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NANA 5 
E Synod, in their Sentence, plainly contradict them. 
felves; for. they affirm, that Matters at preſent are 
in ſuch Circumſtances, with reference to the Profeſſion and Set- 
tement of Religion, as makes the ſwearing of the Burgeſs-Oath 
with the faid Religious Clauſe, to be ſinful : whereby at the ſame 
Time they implicitely affirm, That the Time has been when 
Matters, with reference to the Profeſſion and Settlement of Re- 
gion, were ſuch, that the ſwearing the Burgeſs-Oath with the 
faid Religious Clanſe, was 'lawſul and 'wartantable. Now; 
fince it is a certain Fact, that there was no Period fince the 
Reformation, but there were bad Acts and Conſtitutions, with , } 
relpect unto the Profeſſion and Settlement of ſome Parts of R- 
ligion ; it plainly follows that, according to them, this firlt 
Clauſe could no more be ſworn in any former Period, than in 
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deu is; in regärd it was as ſinful to homologate any bad Laws; _ 
en ben as now. Beſides, it would follow, that the Oath of the Mt 
/ aGoen7nt could never in any Period be warrantably {worn ; be- | N 
eauſe, in every Period, there were bad Acts in Being relating HY 
re, 0 Religion, upon which, according to the Synod, the Oath of 1 
ee Covenant muſt reduplicate, and conſequently muſt bea WE 
Gr al Oath * | — | ; 18] ; 1 


. E R to RE As O N- IV. of 


AD our Brethren been diſpoſed to ſpeak with that Mo- 
L deity and Duty, which became a Proſeſſion of owning 
b Synod - for a right conſtitute Court of Chriſt, and the Mem- 
t thereof for Men of common Reaſon ; inſtead of telling the 
nod furthwith, that % their Sentence they plainly contradict 
Lie. they would have but propoſed tor Examination what 
We them fink ie; cipecially when the Sentence is ſo far from 
ing ry Hunde for ſuch a Thought, , that they are obliged to 
elit, for getting auly Face of Contradiction made out; a8 
iges of the alledged Conttadiction, are withoat any Founda- 
h either in or from the Sentence, but are fixed upon it, the 

by a violent Interpretation, and the other by a viclent Iiſt- 
he groſs Miſtakes about the Nature and Extent of the Sen- 
te, which were noticed aud expoſed in the Beginning of ti“ 
Wer to J Reafon, are ſtill conched here ; but it is needleſs 

„ - ry e 
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22 Anſiuer to Reaſon Fourth, 


lo inſiſt further upon them. However, the Sentence is 
wreſtled ky a violent Interpretation; when our Brethren, hayj 

told in the /aff Reaſon that it /cems to ſuppoſe, do come 
Length of telling in this, that it implicitely affirms, the Time 

; have been, when Matters with Reſerence to the Profeſſion 
Settlement of Religion were juch, that the Swearing a” Burge 
Oath with the Religious Clauſe, was lawful and warrantoMelow! 

3x 15 indeed laid for granting, that the Religious Clauſe may haſſdatisfa« 
been uſed in former Periods ; and the Synod have had Occaſiihe Mi 

, to deliver fome Sentiments about a Swearing thereof flconcer 
former Periods : But then, the Sentence it ſelf is manifeſtly Il clauſe 
jor confining all its Determination unto the Queſtion as # eh9101 
ſtated, about Swearing the {aid Clauſe ; a Queſtion which nefffyith e 
had any Being or Paralel in former Periods, as hath been ſhojhhen v 
ahcady : And ſo, the Sentence itſelf leaves the Queſtion about {ulfhis Sin 
Swearing in former Periods, quite untouched : Wherefore Bond, 
t#ſt Side of the alledged Contradiction, has no Being in or from tina m 
lame. — Morcover the Sentence is wreſted by a viadbe the 
Inference; as if it ſaid or ſuppoſed, that a Time of geneMinilt 
Deſectian and of general Reformation, are the ſame; fo as to mifſudgn 
ro Difference betwixt Swearing this Religions Clauſe, in the uheret. 
cr ohen Time: Whereas, in full Conſiſtency with the SentenOrder. 
it has veen alicacy- ſhown, that there is the greateſt Confiſtegpew I 
| betwixt ſaying, that a Swearing the ſaid Clauſe, in %% Paſſudgn 
* ed of Defetticn, mult homologats all evil Acts and Conſtituſous 1 
ons about Religion, new in Being; but that in former Perieanno 
, Reformation, it could homologate 79 evil Acts and Caſpetual 
ſtitutions about Religion, Hen in Being. 5 Peopl 
But furtlier, there is a a ſtrange Inference made from Rind: 
Sentence, in the Clſe of this Reaſon; as if it would follow the“ Th 
from, that the Oath of the Covenant could never, in ary Perigentre 


be Wirrantally ſworn. It is true indeed, that in a Period WPc2 


Tri 


xclud! 
may ac 


general Deſec lian, the Oath of the Covenant could not be vaqnent 
rantably ſworn, with a Reference to Religion under che pre/epiter 1 

National Profeſſion and Settlement thereot ; wherefore, our Coviilat a 

nanters, Inno 1638, excluded any ſuch Reference, as hath beqinoth 

_ obſerved before. However, the ſtrange intercnce hore dramince, 
trom the Sentence, evidently depends upon the aH, arti uraffſong 

eeuntable Notion, charged upon the Synod, of reckoning ci Adſobe 

and Conftitutions in Being about Religion, to be a Part of Rege T 
gion; ſo as a Sucaring to /efi7ign would ben Swearing to des, 

Holle, in the Oath of the Covenant, as much a; in the Berge Han 

- ©ath ; But this Matter has been zuffichntly expoſed already . bu. 
| ein 
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Neaſen Fifth, / RS - 
i . REASON V. =; 

> | T Synod, by this Sentence, have inevifably introduced 2 
ne new Term of Miniſterial] and Chriſtian Communion ; by. 
| excluding all Burgeſſes in the Kingdom, who have acceded or 


gay acccd to the Lord's Cauſe and T eſtimony, from Chuittian- 
talfrelſo w fp and Communion with them, who thall not ſignify a 


Gtisfaction with the preſent Judgment of the Synod, and a Senſe of 
the Miſtake they have hitherto, thro' Inadvertency, been under, 
concerning ſuch Burgeſs-Oaths as contain the forclaid religious 
Clauſe. If, accordingto the Synod's Determination, {wearing the 
S:ioious Ctauſe in ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, cannot agree nor confiſt -- 
with entring into the Bond for renewingour ſolemn Covenants 3 
hodlihen whoever has ſworn the faid Clauſe, and does not acknowledge 
t ſufhis Sin in ſo doing, muſt be cut off, not only from entring into the 
e Bond, but alſo from all other Church-Privileges, as continuing 
m iſina manifeſt Sin, unacknowledged and notrepented of; and mut 
ielꝗde the proper Object of Church-Cenſure: And Jikewilc, {uch 
ene Minilters as cannot ſigniſy, their Satisfaction with the preſcut 
ma ſudgment of the Synod, but judge it their Duty to at conucry 
he hereto, mult alio, according to all Form of Church-Difcipline and 
.tenOrder, be proceeded againſt with Church-Cenſurcs; and thus, 2 
tee Term of Communion is ſet up by the Synod ; and their 
Paſudgment and Determination, in this Matter, turned ino a gric- 
ſtitufxous Impoſition upon the Conſcicnces of the Lord's People, wha 
PeriFannot ſee with the Synod's Eyes; and a Foundation laid for per- 
Caſpetual Diviſions and Animoſities, both among Miniſters and 
People, and for rending the Body of Chriſt, and alicnating the 
'm tPlinds of the Diſciples from one another. 
theeſ® The Terms of Communion were fixed. before we our ſelves 
Perientred into the Bond tor renewing our Solemn Covenants, a: 
10d ppears by the Act thereanent; and they were, in the Joip- 
de vanent of many, thought too ſtrait as they are there laid. Pur 
pre/eÞþlter that we our ſelves had entred into the Bond, and fag 
 CovWflat as the Term of Communion among our ſelves, to introdude 
1 benother new Term, eſpecially anent a Matter that did not caſt vp 
(Cray nce that Time, but exiſted long before our Day, and which was 
A #24ong ago talked ofamongit ſome of us, and dropt as not expedient 
Aq; be meddled with; is what we never dreamed of. As the kxingof 
{ Retie Terms of Communion, has been locked upenb/ all the Chur- 
o th hes of Chriſt, as one of the tendereſt Points; ſo the introducing of 
«r£Þlany new Term of Communion, never practiſed inthe Chriſtian 
20) . Feiurch before, eſpecially anent a Matter wherein there is far from 
Ring a Harmony among theſe who are holding the ſame Teſtimo- 
Nis that which all the Churches of Chriſt, beto:e now, have 
wetully ſhunged. | L, 2 | ASE - | 
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faid here, thall be paſſed; and the following Obſervations m 


Anſwer to Reaſon Fifth, 
el pic 


rom 


ANSWER % REASON v. 


* 
g ſremed 
UR Brethren proceed now to an Engine againſt the Syno erl. 
Sentence, which has been the mall ſucceſsfi ul of all Meſore 
invented, for creating Prejetiices againſt the ſame. nevite 


It is really melancholy, conſidering the naked and gemi 
Shape of the Sy nod's Sentence, that Matters {hould be come y 
Length of arguing againft it at this Rate; which is indeed a N 
thod of doing, well enough calculate for raiſing Duſt and Dj 
to prevent the Sentence from being impartially bolt into, or g 
ting a fair Hearing, 

A Variety of Remarks. that might be made upon what } 


4. 
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1 Ci. 


latfice, for wiping of the Dirt now thrown upon the Sentence. 
1. The 55 nod have not, . their Sentence, adopted any 1 
Principle; b at have only taken a neceſſary Step for the Suppe 
of that Feſtimqay which they had prezioz/ly efpouſea and 
vonched: And if the branding hie, with the Charge of inte 
dueing a rew erm of Communion, can look well in our Hi 
thren, may bs cafily judged. | 
2. The Sentence is Rwy directive of Duty, in a Matter 
Chrifian Converſation. And as it is no new Thing among y 
to rec G1 that there is Si une in contradicting our Projeſin 
and ſucaring contradictory Caths : So, when a new luſt ance t 
ſuch Things, upon Diſcovery, is declared againſt; it is ſom 
thing {tranyz, that this ſhould be called the introducing a m 
Ter n of Communion. 
Our Brethren have not yet been able to produce any Shi 
875 lee againſt the Point that is decided in the Sentence 
That a ſwearing the religions Clauſe of fome Burgeſs-Ouli 
5 See, 6, OS it comes nec 72 wily to be uſed and applied in tt 
Period, doth not ggree unto the preſent State and Circumſtances | 
the Teig for 1 eligion and łeſormution, and pa articalar * dM 
not confift wilt eule no into the Bond for rener "ug Our Cn! 
aants. Now, if 3555 hold, as the Synod is conſicent it wil 
againit all Contradiction; then, they could not poiſibly be inth 
the wrong, in warning heir People againlt ſuch iwearing ; an 
in directing, that Per ſohs who have been cngaged that Way 
mould be required to dCgu/ efce i in th Sentence, in oraer to thei 
being admitted into the Hon for rene u ing our Covenants; that 
IO the admitting them into that Bond, m. icht not be an Ales 
Gree of cont radi@ory Oaths, All this is epitable from the forg 
faid Pelli of Dzcij:on ; ſo that it is impoſlible to get any Qu 
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Anſwer to Reaſon Fifth. 85 
el picked with all this, except in a Way of d :fproving the Point 
EE: whence it follows, which, our Brethren have not yet even 
ſemed to do: And it was but reaſinable, that they ſhould have ſaid 
hnething to the Purpoſe” againſt the Premiſſes in the Sentence, 
fore they had made ſuch a Noiſe againſt the foreſaid Concluſion 
nevitable therefrom. 
4. Whatever Conclafions our Brethren draw, about the Ne- 
eflity of Excommunicution, upon all who ſhall not ſubmit to the 
zentence; they ought not 1s have fixed theſe on the Synod, till 
he Synod themſelves had faid ſomething Jeſs or more, upon the 
ead, which they have never done. As the Sentence makes. 
0 Suppoſition of Diſabedlience, fo it preſcribes no Dijcip/ine there 
pon; nor Was it indeed to be ſoppoſed, except from ſuch Me- 
hods as our Brethren have been uling, that there would have 
deen any Difficulty of getting % SeceJers ſatictied about the 
ntence, being in a Cale fo plain, and inevitable from their 
reived Principles and Profeſſion. Our Brethren indeed tc: ak, . 
s relolved to continue their Oppoſition to the Sentence, tho'they 
ave not yet fallen upon any feajts e Keaſon for doing ſo: Ard 
hey ſuppoſe that Pertons concerned are not only to {tart at the 
entence, but that ol! Deans gre to be unefſectuul for reconciling. 
r em thereunto ; though it be very hard to fall upon theirReaſin 
or ſuppoling that this ſhall be the Czie, except in their own Ku- 
leavours and Expectations of having it male ſo. However, the 
ce nod have yet determined nothing a about Dilcipline and 
zrfures in theſe Matters: And as it will be a fad Affair, iſthey 
hould have this ado; fo, ia that Event, they deſire to hope, 
hat the Lord will direct them to walk aprceably to the Kulcs of 
Truth, Patience and Pruterce. 
nel What Step the Synod have os yet taken, is only in making a 
eceſſar 0 Stand for the Banner of a Tel imony entruſſed unto them: 
Ind what they ſhall do, or will get done, in caſe this Stand, thall 
ce; e more and more ſtruggle! opain't, they have not e nor 
an tell. But, conſidering what Oppolition they are expoſed to 
the Lo D's Work, from other Qua rters ; it is indeed hcavy, 
at they fhouid have their 9wn Brethren in fark a Cale io ſtruggle 
ainkt them ; and to ttruggle againft what they have done, by 
; woo better Arguments than a Mumber of, hard Concluſions about 
Wa hat they have 101 done; while it may be caſily perceived, that 
then Way of argnivg, iends noth1 Hog. to the Benefit of T. we or 
that len. upon the Cauſe i in Hand, but to the. Cloud; ing and Cn 
fro thereof, Vet, as the Fqaity and Neceſſity of their Sentence, 
vit be /e evi dent to every conlidering , unprejudiced Secoder ; * 
id as hey have never evidenced an Dil oliou ol dealing 1 
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6 . \ Reaſon Sixth. 


Fenderly with any, in Profecution thereof: So, it will be fourl 
In the Event, that the Charges of creating Diviſions, Rents, A 
meſities and Hienations about this Affair, mull ly at ar5her Dog 
than that of the Sy. 
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R-E A 9-0 N: VI. ED 
6 His Affair came at firſt into the Synod in an irregul : 
40 Way, contrary to the Mind of tlie Maſority of tle of an) 


« Presbytery of Dunfermline at that Time; as we have ſhown 


„ boye: And it was decided in a thin Meeting of Synod, whe . 
% one Half of the conſtituent Members were Not preſent. Ou rm: 
„ Brethrens tak ing this Advantage, is ſo much the more grievoul je n. 
* to us, that it could not but be known to them, that they wed ente 
„never able to carry a Deciſion in former Meetings of Synode“ x. 
„concerning this Affair; and there was not one preſent at t die + 
« Deciſion, who had altered his Mind to their Side. This Com have 
« duct docs not appear to us to be the Lord's Way ; eſpcciall din 


« when it is remembred, that the Deciſion was puthed with He M 


„ much Warmth, And, if the Honour of any Brother, or Bret tio 
+ ren, who had practically detGmined this Queftion themſelyaWyre(); 
„ without the Concurrence of their Brethren, was leſs or more one 
„the Bottom of introducing and deciding this Matter; "tis ole i 
% much the leis of the Lord, and the Conſcquence will, we fe dgen 
« be the more fatal.” | er 


ANSWER to REASON VI. 


id þ His whoje Argument contifts of an Attempt to backer the 

Sentence, by repetins that %% and anaceouutoble Mi 
repreſentation of plain Facts, which has been already expoſcd upd 
the Preamoſe : And it thall only be ſurther obſcrved here, that 
the Words in this Reaion are fo i laid, as to ſuggeſt, thi 
the not carrying of a Deciſion at any of the Mectings of Synol 
before that in Ai 1746, had been owing to the Preſence of 1 
[ajority on our Brethrens Side; though it is well known, tha 
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nothing prevented a Deciſion at each of theſe Meetings, but a Dil; v1; 
poſition in the /t79rity to yeild, merely on heir Account, to ſom e 
further Delay. Again, it is a ſtrange Aſſertion, concerning Hud! 
Brethren who were for the Deciſion in r 17.46, That there wi ew 
nal one preſent at the Deciſian who had attered his Miud to thet yn 
Hide; when the carrying of the Deciſion then, was maniſeltly ue. 
ing to the 2 Part of thele Brethren having Here their Min To 


from 


{ 
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am the former Diſpoſition of yeilding to further Delay, and that 
| the good Reaſon which was given alread y upon the Preamble. 
As to the Reflection thrown out in the Cloſe of this Reaſon, it 
ibu and unfober to deſerve any 1 Remark. p” 


REASON VII. 


HE Synod,* by their determining the whole firft Clauſe 
ily in fome Burgeſss-Oaths to be ſinful, without Exception 
E of any Part thereof, do thereby find, that the renouncing of the 
| of komiſh Religion called Papillry, dg not agree unto the preſent 
bl tate and Circumſtances of the Teſtimony for Religion and Re- 
Of formation, which this Synod, with theſe under their Inſpection, 
ue maintaining. and particularly, that it does not conſiſt with 
"ol entring into the Bond for renewing our folemn Covenants. 

100 « A+ the Synod, neither in the Nanni ve of the Act, nor in 
c Act itſelf, make any Fxception of the above Words, but 
Oſt have them exprelly repeted in their Act, as what they con- 
ally denn; the Conlequence 1 is inevitable. 

Wee arc fir from charging our Brethren with the leaſt Incli- 
eth nation 10 diſeourage a 1 cltimony againſt Popery, having ſo CX- 
ves preſly renounced the ſaine in the Bond which they entred into 
ca long „t with us: But ſuch was their Raſhneſs and Precipitan- 
5 10 cy in this Matter, that they were leſt to fall into this Incon- 
ſcat nllency, when an Attempt Was made to introduce Popery and 

arbitrary Power amongſt us. 
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HF. Manner in which our Brethren do vent themſelves 
| here, deſerves /!oni/bment rather than Anſwer. What 
parks miglit be made on the apparent Scope of the Charge here 
, mall be overpaſſed: But a few Things are to be noticed 
expoli 1 the groſs Unreaſonableneſs thereol. 
It was noticed” upon the Preamble, that our Brethren had been 
buring under, and are {till cleaving, unto a deep Miſtake about 
at was infiſled tor, in the Affair of the religious Clauſe, To 
5 Millake was much aſcribed the Oppoſition which they made 
lo the Szuoc; and the Sentence was particularly and ſuficient= 
ad for the Removal thereof. But our Brethren, it ſeems, ii not 
Cop with its; and will have it, Reaſon or none, that the Sentence 
ynod ſimply condemns the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs- 
te. A Threa! of this Notion has been running through the 


JAY "40 Reaſons, 18 taken 4 again Hel 75 and continues thro? the 
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88 32 Reaſon Fighth. . "Mn 
ninth Reaſon ; where a condemning the Clauſe, and a condeniji 
the Swearing thereof by Seceders, as it comes neceſſarily to h 
ſed and applied in this Period, are ſtill taken for the ſame Thi 
though they be Things very widely d:ferent : And fo, the wh 
Foundation of the dreadful Accuſation in this Reaſon, is pur 
imaginary. The Clauſe is repeted in the Sentence, not as a C4 
condemned, but as a Clauſe the preſeni Swearing whereof is ¶ uber 
demned, as is manifeſt unto any who incline to underſtand it. Min th; 
It is really an odd Affair, to accuſe the Synod of condemnineWyred, 
Teſtimony againſt Popery ; becaule they will not allow of their N= in 
ple, in Swearing to Religion, by an Oath which takes up m f 0ath 
ther Teſtimony than againſt Popery ; while, at the ſame Tu 
it approves of the preſent National Profeſſion and Settlement of! 
ligion, under all the Defections and Corruptions thereof which! 
teſtify againſt, engaging to abide at and defend the ſame, ] 
when our Brethren proceed at this Rate, they might as well hy 
accuſed the Covenanters, 4:19 1638, of condemning a Teſtimony 
gainſt Popery ; becauſe they teſtified againſt it as /rful, to ſue 
the National Covenant then, at the King's Deſire, without hay 
it accommodated to the Circumſtances of the Time, and the 4 
vances which had been made in Reformation, particularly 
Swearing the new Pond, ; 
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REASON VIE. 


10 * E have Reaſon to fear, that an Opinion anent the 4 
M legiance to our preſent Sovereign, contrary to tl 
„ Teſtimony and Principles which we profeſs to hold, maintains 
« by fome Brethren who puſhed this Queſtion to a Deciſion, gu 
* Riſe to and influenced the Sentence of the Synod againtt whi 
% we Have diſſented.“ 3 "0 
Ihe Aſſociate Presbytery, in none of their As, have ent 

„ found a ſimple Allegiance unlawful, abſtracting from the A 
* impoſing the fame. This is a Queſtion that the Aſſociate Pre 
„ bytery before, nor the Synod ſince, have never determine 
* And altho', in the Matter of the Burgeſs-Oath, the Synod han 
* only condemned the firſt Clauſe thereof; without meddling wit 
« the Allegiance; yet as the Allegiance in that Oath, was ti 
e firlt Thing quarrelled therein, by the Brethren who puſhed til 
© Matter in the Presbytery of Dunfermline, in their firſt Meetit 
after our Disjunction into different Presbyteries ; ſo we are! 
formed that, ſince the laſt Meeting of Synod, it has been! 
« Object of their publick Teſtimonies ; which is another pracua 
Deciſton, in a Queftion not yet determined by the 1 ; by 
etermin 


! 


/ 


= Anſwer to Reaſon Eighth. ; 89 ' 
etermined by our Anceſtors; who, beſides the Allegiarice in 
bat Covenants, and in the Burgeſs-Oath, ſwore the Civil Alle- 
giance to the then Sovereign, although he was of a different Re- 
gion from them. Dick/on and Henderſon, Anſwers to Replies, 
Page 57. We all, by our Oath of Allegiance, by his Majeſty's 
Laws, and by other Obligations, acknowledge, That we owe many 
saber Duties to the King, which were very impertinent to expreſs 
in this Covenant.” And the moſt faithful of our Sufferers decla- 
red, © That no honeſt Miniſter or Chriſtian, would ſcruple to take 


r- /imple Allegiance: Apologet. Relat. upon the Head of the 
„ Oath of Supremacy. ® - | 
Ti 15 938 


ANS WE R to REASON VIII. 


His Reaſon is of a Piece with the /oft, as to the Appearance of 
an hard Intention. The Matter here /ugged in, is ſo foreign 
the Point in Hand, as preſently to require no particular Conſi- 
ration; But it may be obſerved in general, that this Synod have 
aunven 10 Reaſon for any to ſuppole or tear, that they have recec- 
e from any of the Principles about the preſent Civil Govern- 
ent, which are laid down in the Defence ſubjoined to the An- 
ers to Mr. Nairn; nor that they have adopted any neu Prin- 
ples upon that Head. | | 
Moreover, as it is plainly a Charge of Diſſoyalty that is here 
inuated againſt the Synod, for their Sentence, through the Sides 
Brethren ; fo, the Accuſers had need to conſider what Manner 
Spirit they are of, in this Matter. For it is impoſſible to make 


t any Connection betwixt the Sentence and Diſlayalty, further 
Wan betwixt the Seceſſion and Diſlayalty; in regard the Sentence 


mounts to no more than a neceſſary Stand for the Principles and: 
eſtimony of the Seceſſion, in Oppoſition to a Swearing which ge- 
nally contradicts and condemns the ſame : And that there is the 
lest Confiltency of the whole, Seceſſion-Teſtimony, with Loyalty 
Prep the preſent Civil Government, is ſufficiently manifeſt in the 
1e@reſaid Defence; as this Synod, and all the Members thereof, do 
ere take Occaſion of declaring their Adherence to the Principles 
viWere laid down, without receding from «ny of them, or adopting 
Y Principles oppoſite thereunto : And if our Brethren have not 
aten up any new Principles about Civil Government, ſince that 
ime, oppoſite thereunto z they have no Reaſon to ſuſpect any 
Difference betwixt this Syns4 and them, upon that Head. But, 
1 hile they talk as in this Reaſon, it ſhall only be further obſerved 
ſe, that 


N 1 Such 
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Such Procedure of our Brethren, on the preſent Affair, is ind, 


be 
auful; and may ſerve to give ſame Gueſs, what Sort of a 3 


dency 


they are now left to take up. er; ye 

| | EE of the 
REASON IX. | Was OI 

| - Wand v. 
Me Sinfulneſs of this Act and Sentence of Synod, appeaſſsynod 
to us to be ſo glaring and manifeſt, that we could tbeſe t 

but diſſent from and proteſt againſt the ſame, not only for tifficeding 
« above, but alſo ſor ſeveral other Reaſons, that were mention do loo 
« as ſupporting our Difſent when we entred it. h hibitis 
imo. This Act and Sentence of the Synod, is contrary mer g 

« that Brotherly Love, Regard and Forbearance, that the Men one at 
« bers of Judicatures, and all Chriſtans, ought, according to ter; 
« Word of God, to exerciſe one towards another. Welthi 
Alt muſt be owned by all, that the Obſervation of the 7ewMhibite 
« Ceremonies was once lawful ; and with as little Reaſon ca more 
de denied, that the Clauſe condemned by the Synod was lil one a 
* wiſe once lawful. After Chriſt roſe from the Dead, there wiſſadduc 

_ * ſutfieient objective Evidence unto all, that as the Subſtance wiſſCoun 
* come, there was no Uſe for the Shadow; and that the Obſeſi bear 


vation of the Old Teſtament Typical-Ceremonies, was virtu 
ly and upon the Matter, a ſaying; that Chriſt the Subſtance 
% not yet come in the Fleſh. This was the Intention oft 
«© Work, whatever was the Intention of the Worker. That f 
« Apoſtles themſelves underſtood this to be the Caſe, is c 
from the Strain of the whole of the Epiſtle to the Hebrewerific 
But, yet, becauſe the Obſervance of theſe Ceremonies was om ſo O. 
4 unqueſtionably lawful, newly quarrelled, and never formeiiMthe £ 
„Matter of Debate; therefore a mutual Forbearance, bet * 4 
« theſe who were clear, that the Ceremonial Law was abrogi that 
„ ed and of no more Uſe, and theſe who were zealous of tal, 


Law, notwithſtanding of their different Sentiments and differ ve v 
« Practices in that Matter, was exerciſed, until the Temple the) 
1% Feruſalem was entirely demoliſhed, and the daily Sacrifice ui liſte 
@ Oblation made to ceaſe ; excepting in the Caſe of the mingliſ Coy 


the Obſervance of theſe Ceremonies with the Rightconſneſs( 
« Chrift, in the Matter of Jultification before God. Now, eve 
upon Suppoſition we ſhould grant, that, in like Manner, G 
« cumſtances are new ſo altered, as that there is ſuffice 
10 Objective Evidence unto all, that the ſwearing the Clauſe no 
. condemned, would be doing a Thing that is virtually, and uſe 
< the Matter, a ſinſul receding from any Part of the Teſtima 
ef the Day, which we are profeſſing to hold: Tho# It n 


| Reaſon Ninth. 91 
to be granted, that this behoved to be the Intention or Ten- 
dency of the Work. whatever was the Intention of the Work- 
er; yet ſtill it would follow, from the above approven Example 
of the Apoſtles and Saints in Scripture, that, as the ſaid Clauſs 
was once lawful and the ſwearing of it is but newly quarrelled 
and was never formerly Matter of Debate, that therefore the 
ynod ought to have enjoined a mutual Forbearance, between 
theſe that reckon the preſent ſwearing thereof to be a ſinful Re- 
ceding from our Teſtimony, and others who, on the contrary, 
d6-look upen the Condemnation of the Clauſe and the Pro- 
hibiting of the ſwearing thereof, to be rather a Falling from for - 
mer good Attainments, notwithſtanding of their diffcring from 
one another as to their Sentiments and Practices in this Mat- 
ter; that the Synod, we ſay, ought rather to have enjoin- 
Je this mutual Forbearance, than to have condemned and pro- 

Mhibited the preſent ſwearing of faid Clauſe. And it will be the 
a Wmore evident, that we ought to carry our Forbearance toward 
lic one another thus far, in Imitation of the Scripture-Example 
> wffadduced ; if tis conſidered, that the Apoſtles and Elders, in the 
Council at Jeru/a/em, went further: Not only did they for- 
bear theſe who obſerved the Ceremonial Law, but becauſe the 
Jews who obſerved and were zealous thereof, were not able to 
forbear the Gentiles, in their entirely omitting the Obſervation 
of that Law; therefore they went the length of enjoining, for 
a Time, the Obſervance of that Part of the Ceremonial Law, 
by the Gentiles, that related to the abſtaining from Things ſa- 
criiced to Idols, from Things ſtrangled, and from Blood; that 
Wo Offence might not be given to the Jews, and the Unity of 

the Spirit might be kept in the Bond of Peace. 
And whereas theſe on the other Side may poſſibly alledge, 
that there can be no warrantable Forbearance in a Matter hn- 
ſul, when it is made the Subje& of a ſolemn Oath : To this 


they entred into their Covenants of Duties, could not act con- 
liſtently with their own Sentiments, without engaging in theſe 
Covenants, by Solemn Oath, that they would obſerve the ſaid 
Law in every Point ; as looking on the whole of it to be one 
ſpecial Part of that Duty which, according to them, they owed 
unto the God to whoſe Service and Obedience they were devot- 
ing themſelves: So that it (till appears, that the Caſes ate pa- 
alle) ; and this Argument might be further amplified, from 
he Deciſion of the Presbytery at Jeruſalem, Als xxi. 18, 


20, 206 
M 2 The 


we would Anſwer, Theſe who were zealous of the Law, when 
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The Apoſtle Pau ſpeaks very agreeably to what we ha 
* advanced on this Reaſon ; when, in Phil. iii. 15, 16, He fl CIICU 
« Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded; aui we! 
* 78 any Thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even I Bret 
« unto you; Nevertheleſs, wheretn me have already attained, | 
** us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame Thing. He 
there {peaking to a Church that had conſiderable Attainmen 
in Reformation, and were ſtil! pointing towards it; and is 
* horting them to preſs foreward in ſeeking aſter the pral 
« cal Knowledge of Chriſt and of his Way: And, becauſe 


* knew that they would be ready to follow their own haſty gif and 
crits, {o as not to forbear or wait for one another in Queſta w/c 
that were new; but, on the contrary, to take ſueh Meaſu thin 
in theſe Matters, as would come to land them in Schiſms 2 
«* Separations, if the Lord did not prevent it; therefore he g unte 
« the Caution above expreſt; Lei us, ſays be; as many as be pil = 
« fect, or deſire to aim at Perfection, be thus minded, or mind { the! 
as I am, preſſing toward the Mark; and if, in any Thing n fore 
formerly determined or attained, ye be otherwiſe minded, ot fff dete 
« ferently minded, as the Word may be rendered according I ash 
* the Original, ſome thinking one W ay about it, and {ome aſp Syn 
* ther, God [hall revenl even this unto zou; fo that, might he I ing 
« ye are to believe this Promiſe of God, and bclievingly to . mu 
* {or the God of Truth his accompliſhing thereof in his o Ch: 
" Time, without limiting the Holy One of Iſcael to any Tg“ the 


of yours: And, in the mean Time, they were to forbeard 
another, and walk together in Chriſtian Love and Feilowl / 
in a Way of holding fait what they had all attained to altea 4-/ 
* as it follows, Neverthelc/s, whereto we have already attan* M. 
« Jet us walk by the ſame le, let us mind the ſame Thing. Mſ* is « 
« the fame Apoſtle mult be underſtood as {peaking agreeabjy * 4 
* this, when he ſays in the ſame Epiftle, Chap. ii. 1---3. er. 
* there beiin Chriſt----any Comfort of Love, if any Fellowfhl 5 
the Spirit, if anv Bowels and Mercies, fulfil ye my Joy, u“ 4 
« be like minded, having the ſame Love, being of one Alco “ dec 
ne Mind,----ii Lowlineſs of Mind let each eſteem other H“ na. 
* fer than theme ces. « Inj 
« We have ditjented from, and oroteſhad againſt the ab“ the 
Sentence of the Synod, as contrary unto the "Word of rec 
and we may now add, to that Method of Procedure which “ {w: 
« obſerves in his Diſpenfations towards the Church, while her“ ou 
« low. *Tis beyond Doubt, that, as we all know but in Pan, 
« our preſent State; ſo we have our different Meaſures of Lif 
2 every one according to the Meaſure of the Giſt of Chriſt eli 


CO 
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od on us: But for the Synod to have paſſed a Sentence, ſo 
circumlianced as already narrated, which neceſſarily obliges 
them, according to the Rules of Diſcipline, to cenſure their 
Brethren and Fellow-Chriſtians, ſhould their Light continue to 
be what it now is, that they cannot fee with the Synod the 
Sinfulneſs of the Clauſe condemned; mult infer a maniſeſt 
Reflection upon the Piſpenſation of that wiſe LoRD, and a 
lording it over their Brethren ; whoſe Light in this Matter, 
the Law of Charity, In Lewlineſs of Mind, tet 1 eſteem o- 
ther better than themſelves, Phil. ii, 3. Eph, iv. 1, 2. 
and the Law, Lean not unto thine own Uncer Pending. be not 
wiſe in thine own Eyes, Prov. iii. 5, 7. obliged them to 
think was as ſingle as their own. 
„do, The ſaid Act and Sentence of the Synod, is contrary 
unto our Standards of Truth. 
* The Synod, by their above Deed, have attempted to force 
their own Light, in a Queſtion that was never on the Field be- 
fore, upon the Conſciences of others, as the Rule that ſhould 
determine them. That they attempt this, is evident; becauſe 
as has been ſhown above, the falling in with the Judgment ol ite 
' Synod, anent the above- mentioned religious Clauſc, is accoid- 
ing to the Act, made a Term of Minifterial and Chriſtian Com- 
* munion ; which 1s contrary to Weſtminſter Conſeſſion of Faith, 
„Chap. 20. F. 2. where it is declared that God alone is Lird of 
* the Conſcience; Which Propoſition is there proven from mes 
w. 12. There is one Law-giner who is able to ſhve and to de- 
$ e ; who art thou that judgeſt anothen? And from Nm. xv. 
4. Mho art theu that judgeſt another Man's Servant! To bis own 
* Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth : Yea he ſhui! be holden up, for GD 
« is able to make him fland, Alſo it is contrary to Chap. 21. K. 
4. node or Councils-----are not to be made the Rule of Faith 
r Practice, but to be uſed as a Help in both. 
We may likewiſe add, That 'tis contrary to Chap. 22. ve 
* 4. Where, when 'tis faid, Vn Oath cannot oblige to ſin; tis au- 
* ded, but in any Thing not ſinful, being taken, it binds to Perfor- 
© MANCE ;--=== rg is it to be violated, olthouzh mace to Heretiets or 
8 Injidels. + For, by the {aid Act of Synod, theſe who have ſworn 
the Clauſe condemned, are bound, under Pain of being debar- 
*red from Church-Privileges, to rencupce what they base 
* {worn to in that Clauſe ; tko“, as appcars from the Tenor of 
* our Reatons, what they Ve * to therein is not ſinſul, but, 
on tle contrary, is given as the only Criterion of the true 
0 Church, Confel). Chap. 25+ 9 2. Where the vivble Church 


«6 1s 


—— 


profeſt the true Religion, together with their Children. 


e Jeſt, contrary to the Oath of God, they be ſound guilty 


„newly brought into Debate, as has been made evident aboy 


live together in the Fear of the Lord, and Love one to anothn 
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is deſcribed as conſiſting of all theſe, throughout the War 10, this Co 
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„ 3tio. The above Act is contrary to the Pradtice of f 
Church of Chriſt in her pureſt Times, *Tis contrary to f 
« PraCtice of the Church in the Days of the Apoſtles ; who 
« erciſed Forbearance one towards another, in Matters that y 


« And contrary to the Practice of our Church, in her pureſt x 
forming Time; as is clear, particularly from their Conduct 
in the Year 1638. When they renewed the National Coy 
„ nant that Year, the Words of the Covenant were of Purpoſ 
« ſo framed, as to admit of thoſe to join with them in covenay 
* ing, who maintained the La of Epiſcopacy and 
** five Articles of Perth ; For, fay Dickſon and Hender/on, Anſu 
to the Replies, Pages 48, 49.-----You (the Profeſſors of Abe 
deen) will have all the Covenanters, againſt their Intentian, 4 
* w#ether they will or mt, to diſſallou and condemn the Article| 
Perth and Epiſcopal Government But tis known to many H 
« dreds, that the Words were purpoſely conceived for Satisfatii 
ach as were of your Fudgment, (viz. for juſtifying them, ) ti 
** 26 might all join in one Heart and Covenant, for eſtabliſhing R 
« [i7jon and oppoſing Error. | — 

« 4to. This Deciſion of the Syned is inconſiſtent alſo with o 
« Covenants, National and Solemn League; and with our Ie 


Bond renewing the ſaid Covenants ; by all which we promilWrefu/z 
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« and ſwear, That we ſhall, in our ſeveral Places and Callings, 
* courage and ſtrengthen one anothers Hands, in purſuing th E 
« and Deſign of this our Sclemn Oath and Covenant ; That we jb 


« in the Work and Cauſe of the Lord. But how is this Fngay 
« ment fulfilled, when, inſtead of loving one another, and ſtrengt 
« ning one anothers Hands, a Foundation is laid by the ff 
+ Deciſion, for biting and devouring, and ſo for deſtroying a 
another, and the Lord's Work among our Hands? Thok 
* Brethren who have puſhed and determined this Queſtion, aſt 
« {ach ſolemn Vows, in a Matter that was never before cont 
« verted, yea in which all the Lord's Witneſſes before us ha 
« harmonized, had need, in our Opinion, to conſider their Ways 


« weakning inſtead of ſtrengthning the Hands of their Brparoc 
„ theren, who cannot ſee with their Light; but yet fee iu Ae 
« Clauſeofthe Burgeſs-Oath in the ſame Light with all the Lad 


«« Witneſſes that have gone before us. We are afraid, Tim 
| | ü tage 


[ 
Py 
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his Conduct. after covenanting, brings them under that aw- 
ful Charge, of, after Vows maya 2 45; 
We may add, that the Synod's affirming in their Act, That 
f ſwearing the religious Clauſe, &c. and requiring all concern- 
ed to ſignify a Satisfaction with the preſent Judgment of Synod, 
and a Senſe of the Miſtake, Oc. when yet, at the ſame Time, 
the Synod have not ſhown how this religious Clauſe comes ne- 
lee (farily, in this Period, to be uſed and applied, nor in what 
Wkeſpetts it is inconſiſtent with entring into the Bond for 
renewing our Solemn Covenants ; nor have in the lealt ſhown, 
com the Law and Teftimony, or approven Standards agree- 
able thereto, how the Conſcience is bound to what they are re- 
quiring, under no leſs Penalty, than of being ſecluded from the 
Privilege of entring into the Bond, and conſequently, from 
De ill Church-Privileges; we ſay, we may add, That this Con- 
al duct of theirs appears to us to be very arbitrary and dogmati- 

MW cal. We could wiſh our Brethren had more attentively reflect- 
ed upon the Extent of the Power of Eccleſiaſtical Judicatories, 
V ſo excellently well limited and circumſcribed, according to 
the Word, in our Old Confeſſion, Art. 20. The Words are, Ss 
ar then as the Council proveth the Determination and Command. 


hy 


long carried on this Matter, from firſt to laſt, with a more than 
ordinary Keenneſs of Spirit; as if their Opinion had been a 
Point of the laſt Conſequence, agreed upon by all the Churches 
of Chriſt, in this and other Nations; the Reverſe of which 
Mis the Truth. Never was this Matter debated or doubted of 
dy any Chriſtian or Body ef Chriſtians, till now, ſo far as we 
"hoknow. This gives us Reaſon to fear, That this Sentence, in- 


alteWſtead of being of the Lord, is nothing but a fiery Squeeb ofthe | 


Enemy of Chrilt and his Church, one of whoſe leading Maxims 
s, to divide and reign. Altho' Matters of far greater Moment 
and Conſequence were upon the Anvil; ſuch as, Overtures 
Joncerning Uniformity in privy Cenſures, Uniſormity in 
Wparochial Vifitations, concerning the Procedure of the General 
WA/embly with Reſpect to Profeſſor Leechman's Sermon on 
Prayer ; beſides Propoſals and Petitions from our People in the 
TruTime of the Rebellion, for Directions how they were to mg- 
u tage, both as to their riſing in Arms, and paying of Taxes 
64 and 
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96 ; Reaſon Ninth. I 
and Contributions levied by the Antichriſtian Crew, in orden 
« carry on their helliſh Deſigns againſt a Proteſtant King e 
« Cauſe; as alſo a ſeaſonable Warning, relating to the Grouy 
« of the Lord's Controverly, and the Duty of the Peaple at ih 
« Juncture, that they might not be entangled or enſaared by 
« Fnemy ; as alſo, a Propoſal was made, for coinpiling and em 
„ing an Explication of the leſſer Catechiſm, for propogai 
« and preſerving the Principles of our holy Religion in Puri 
„in this and following Generations: We fay, That altho' 
« this was upon the Wheel, yet ſuch was the Kcennels of « 
*, Brethren in puſhing the Condemnation of the above Clau 
« that all theſe, and other important Affairs of ſar greater Cy 
« ccrn, could not be admitted to enter into the Contideration 
« the Synod , as appears from theif frequent Protelts againſt t 
« Synod's Senrences, delaying the Matter. It was all along uf 
„ by us, That the Conſideration of the Burgeſs-Oath should! 
„delayed, until, by Prayer and mutual Conference, in the $p 
„of Meckneſs, we ſhauld come to ſec Eye ro Kye, and thus 
« embracing one another in love; But, contrary to the Ly 
« of Love, and Solemn Covenint-Engagements. whereby th 
«were obliged to wait on us who were otherwile mind; 
„until God ſhould reveal this unto us alſo ; our Brethren fled 
« a March of us, in a thin Mecting at Elinsuroh, in April lil 
« and over the Belly of their Brethren, and their ſtrongeſt Enty 
« tics for a Delay till « full Meeting, they determined judicia 
« the Sinfulneſs of the ſaid Claule of the Burpeſs-Oath : 4 
« what the Event of this Deciſion ſhall be, God knowecth ; 0 
« jt hath already jumbled and perplexed the Lord's Pe 
« grieved the Generation of the Righteous, made the Een 
*« of the Lord's Teitimony to triumph, laying, Aha! ſo woull | ls 
« have it ; allo it has been a Mean of ſtopping Progreſs in 
„ Lord's Work, both as to acceding to the Teſtimony, and the 
« ceeding in covenanting Work ; eſpecially when it is conlidet aun 
« That in all former Times of Covenanting, there was a beautirelen 
* Harmony to be oblerved, both among Miniſters and Peq esl 
« But, to conclude, ſuch is our Delire, That the Un expo! 
*« of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace may be kept and preſert tele 
« and that the fatal Conſequences of a Rupture may be prev inlely 
„ed; that we cannot but *expollulate with our Brethren, in | The! 
„% Boels of our Lord Jeſus, and for the Sake of his myſtical e ma 
« dy, which is like to be rent and ſplit among themſclves Ws 
* they would conſider the Sinfalneſs of the above Sent 11 
« and the ſad Kffeéts thereof, both among our ſelves and | . 
« Lord's Heritage, thio the Land; That they would yet thi 
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removing this Bone of Contention out of the Way; that we may 
T all go on as formerly, with one Heart and in one Way, in the 
Lord's Work; that brotherly Love, which is like to be much 


: \Fnarred by this Sentence of the Synod, may yet continue; that 
y ve may yet have fervent Charity among our ſelves, with Long- 
«Mlaſſering, forbearing one another in Love, being kindly afſe&tion- 
zune one towards another with brotherly Love, in Honour pre- 


An erring one another. And let us all mind, what is faid by the 
10 Ppirit of God, C/. iii. 12, 13, 14, 15. Put on therefore, 
f is the Elect of God, (holy and beloved) Bowels e Mercies, 
u Linde, Il umbleneſs of Mind, Meetnefs, Long-{ufferins; forbear- 
ene another, and forgiving one another, if any Man have a 


Quarrel againſt any: Even gs Chriſt forgave yaoi, ſo alſa do ye: 


jon 
ſt {nd £59 all theſe Things, put on Charity, which is the Bond of 
r wr Perfeffneſs. And let the Peace of God ruls in your Hearts, to 


the which alſs ye are called in one Body. 
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ANSWER t REASON N. 

Piſis ninth Rcaſon is properly of Serviceto lead away from any 
real View of the Sentence, ſo as the ſame may be abuſed 
the greater Freedom. It conſiſts moſtly, in venting a Floed 
rundleſs Refietiens againſt the Synod, upon a Miſtake or Mij- 
reſentation of what they have done: And as there is nothing 
rel or fair Argument in it, the $ynod needs not take up Time 
expoling ſundry ef the Reflections therein caſt upon them; 
ele will, aſter what has been ſaid before, ſufficiently expole 
pres inſelyes to any conſiderate, unprejudiced View. oc BIO 

n, in The Method in which ſome Scripture-Texit and Hiftory are 
tical Me managed, night deſerve à particular Review, were it any 
ves, ing to the preſent Purpole,------But, upon the Whole of 
ene is in this Reaſon, the ſollowing Remarks may now ſuf: 
and 

t thag 5 | N | 1. Our 


Anſwer to Reaſon Ninth. 
1. Our Brethren, in the written Proteſt prefixed to thai 
ſous, come out very breadly againſt the Sentence of Synod ; az 
contrary te the Word of God, our Stendards of Truth, the Pri 
of the Church ef Chriſt in her pureſt Times; to that brot 
| Leve, Heg ard and Forbearance that the Members of Judica 
and all Chriſtians, ought to maintain toward one another; 
trary to our Cyvenants, National and Solemn League; andy 
late Renewing of ſaid Covenants. Theſe are indeed high N 
of Charge, and our Brethren come in this ninth Real bo 
ſtruct them: But alas! when all comies out, inſtead ef level 
againſt the Sentence, the Levelling is all againſt the Sym 
moking it. Moreever, che firſt of the above Articles, viz. 
the Deciſion is contrary to the Word of God, is a Thing that 
ſerved to be /eþarately and particularly inttructed : But when 
Brethren come to eſſay this, they are obliged, upon the Matte 
drop it, by jumbling it in with the fourth Article about broth 
Forbearance; ſo as only to accuſe the Synod inſtead of their Seu 
of walking contrary to the Word of God, on the Head of broth 
Forbearance. 

2. The Synod then is accuſed, as having, by their Sente 
gone contrary to the Rules of brotherly Love, Regars and! 
bearanee ; And for making this out, there is a Compariſon laid 
the Forbearance that was uſed about ſome Obſcrvances ata Tt 
Ceremonial- Lau, during the Tranſition from the Mo/aick to Wot re 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation: And to make the Parale! run ſto 
it is dreadfully ſuppoſed, That Chriſtians were forborn and 1 
ed of by the Apeltles, in {wearing by ſelemn Covenant toobl 


58 
of 610? 
ein 
* wh 
Obſet 
e aboL 
res Ma 
gw C 
I 
lealin 
n any 
ybe pl 
u 
e an 


Truth 


Mz b 


ir OWN 


ihe whole Law of Moſes.-----But, paſſing Remarks upon this . 
other Things ſaid on that Head, there is no Sort of Compariſſ it to 
neſs betwixt the ſaid Cafe and the preſent; particularly in 0 nc 
Reſpects, that an Oath has nothing in it of itſelf 7nd/ferent, It 1! 
that the {wearing of the religious Clauſe, as it comes neceſſalſſe bee. 
be uſed and applied in this Period, is a Thing that never ally n 
lawful. : t the 
But there is no Necd for inſiſting here on theſe ThinÞe® co, 
becauſe the whele Argument now managed about Forleng ,. It 
is quite off the Point. For, though the Apoſtles did, for ſear 
Time, forbear with ſome Obſervance of /egal Ceremomies, in M ar! 
ſelves indifferent; yet they did not forbear to declare the 'erth 
trine of the Prieſthnod and Reſurrection of Chriſt, as the ud 
Law for Righteouſneſs ; Nor did they ferbear to warn againlt W'* T 
Ulle of theſe Ceremonies in Oppoſition to Chriſt, when declarmgFenan 
this Reſpect, IF ye be circumciſed, Chriſt fhall profit you mt Cap 
'Tho' the Apeſtles did not propoſe, That People were to be ft P 
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gt once, from every Practice of legal Ceremonies ;' yet they made 


8; which-was to be effectual for extinguiſhing all theſe ceremo- 
| Obſervances. There was no Forbearance here; no Forbear- 
about declaring the Truth, in Matters which were in them- 
es Matters of Sin and Duty, of a moral Nature. | 
ow comes it then, that our Brethren ſhould argne at this 


ealing with them about their preſent Practice? Has there 
n any Went of Forbcarance here? And whatever Forbearance 
ybe pled for, in dealing tenderly as to a Proſecution and Fol- 
out of the Sentence ; yet, muſt Arguments of brotherly 


bude and Forbearance be pled againſt uttering the Docfrine of 
ben Truth, in declaring what is Sin and Duty, on the Matter of 
teen Oaths ? This is indeed a very new Way of arguing : And 


Doctrine of Love and Regard to Men is carried a new Length 
ed, when it is pled, That, on this Account, a Judicatory 
Id forbear to ſay that a Thing is ſinful, and a Proſanation of the 


ir own Conſciences for the Sake of any, in forbearipg to ſay 
ta Thing is /inful when it manifeſtly is ſo, tho? their Brethren 


to Wot reckon ſo. | | 

ond indecd, our Brethren had little Reaſon to complain of 
rbearance, when, on heir Account merely, a Sentence was 
obe on at ſundry Meetings of Sy nod. 


. The Text, Phil. iii. 15, 16, is ſadly perverted, in apply- 


ban it to the preſent Caſs ; as if it taught, That 2 Judicatory 
in ald not tell their Mind, if ſome be otherwi/e minded. More- 
1, Hr it is juſt according to the Scope of this Text, that the Synod 
aue been proceeding ; when the Meaning of their Sentence is ge- 


ally no more, than a calling their Pcople to walk by the Rule of 
at they, have already attained, in Oppoſition to a Swearing 
ch contradicts and condemns theſe Attainments. 


enant, Anno 1633, had becn framed for admitting of theſe 
maintained the Law ſulneſs of Epiſcopacy, and the five Articles 
erth ; when yet the/e very Things are, in the Covenant, called 
vptions and Novations ; and the Matter then forborn, was a 
ict Determination about them, as contray to the national 
enant, while the Covenanters were not then in a ſudica- 


a Capacity; as is well obſerved by Mr. ilſen in his Defence 
bat Period, pug: 239. | 


e in declaring the Truth of Chriſt, and bringing out that 


Have the Synod ever taken one harſh Step toward them, 


4% Name, when they fee. it plainly to be ſo. The Synod deſire 


ſteem their Brethren, to honour them, and to deal tenderly with 
m; but certainly they me be exculed from tampering wich 
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It is a ſurpriſing Affair, to give out as if the Words of the 
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100 Neon Tenth. 
The Flood of Reflection, otherways vented here, againſſ aſſert 
the Synod and their Sentence, are ſo manifeſtly unreaſor ſinful 
able, that they need not be now inſiſted upon. Only, whatever of have 
3rethren think, others muſt be allowed io reckon, That the reli Be 
Affair was the moſt nomentuous of all Overtures before the Synod Secul 
in Regard it was to {mall Purpoſe what ſhould be done about th$ in v 
and the other Particular of our Work, if the whole 5f the Teſl:;muſy prese 
among our Hands was to be left in Debate, upon the Hrad of fo (: 


Swearing that exutredids and condemns the ſame. rema 
a | | limit 
REASON X. | five « 

= | Mag 


be ALS Reaſon may be added, namely, that by condemn of tl 
1 ing the religious Clauſe of the Burgeſs-Oath, relating tScuri 
the preſent Settlement and Security of the true Religion, as ifÞ tatic 
& were ſinful; we evicently condemn our ſelves and ohr own ju ful 1 
& dicial Declaration on that Head: For the true Religion whic ther 
„We our ſelves preſently profeſs, is what we have owned an quit 
« acknowedged to be preſently ſecured and defended, by the pref fom 


ent civil Government over theſe Lands. This is evident Tir 
« Recaule if the Religion we Seceders and ſeceding Judicaterid Del 
« do profeſs to be our Religion, be indeed the true Religion; anÞ to 
© if what we call our Religion, comprehends Doctrine, Worn faic 


+: Diſcipline and Government; then we have already jadiciali ye: 
declared and publiſhed to the World, Act anent Mr. Min in 
Page 50. Trat ſueh Security is green by the preſent civil Groen pre 
nent, ui our Religion, Lives and Liberties, as no People na Af kn 
Harth enjoys the lize., Thus, the true Religion, which we c Pe 
ſclves proſeſs to be our Religion, and whieh is authoriſed and q ſo 
< ſtabliſhed by the Laws of this Realm, is what we declared ba; all 
« three Years ago, to be thus {ccured and defended by Law: Au the 
« how much more we Have Reaſon, ſince that Time, to ſay thafſ ne 
« our Religion, Lives and Liberties, have been practically deſenſÞ to 
« ded by the Sword of the prefent civil Magiſtrate, ſo far profpere@ all 
« of God for queiling a wicked anfichritian Inſurrection, th jo 
« whole Inhabitants of the Hle of Britain are Eye and Eaſe to 
« Witncſies.-----If thas we owned that our Religion is {ecuredFÞ w 
« when all that we could mean was the ſame that is declared in th 
“ religious Clauſe ef the Burgeis-Oath, to be the true Reiioio 
a pretently profeſſed and authoriſed by the Laws of this Kcalm 
ho the Synod could come to ſoen ta ckange their Mind, an 
„ recken that the true Religion thus profeſſed and authorifed, 
« not, our Religion, and conſequently that our Religion is Nt 


33 > 1 
« {ecure by the preſent civil Covermnent; and hoy wy con h 
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Reafon Tenth. 0 101 
ain aſſert as above, and new aſſert the contrary, yea, and make it 
afor$ fnful to ſay what we then faid ; theſe have to account for whe 
ro have puſhed on ſueh a raſh Deciſion. | 

reel ©, Bekdes, while our defending the King, in the Defence and 
nod Security of the true Religion, is the only religious Limitation 
t Min what is called our Covenant-Allegiance, which the 
inn preſent fimple Allegiance is ſuppoſed to want, and 
d of Þ {o ſaid tobe ſinful or unlawful becauſe unlimited; it is to be 
remarked, That as a ſimple Allegiance beirg neceſſary in it ſelf 
limited by the Law of God and Nature, is yet more compræhen- 
five of all our religious and natural Duties we owe toward the 
Magiſtrate, than merely to deſend him, according to the Words 
lemi of the Covenant-Limitation ; fo the King's defending and ſe- 
ing i curing rhe true Religion, cannot be ſuppoſed to be a juſt Limi- 
is if Þ tation of our Oath of Allegiance tohim, fo as to make it unlaw- 


vn ja ful to ſwear Allegiance, unleſs he be employed in the Defence 
which thereof: For this were to ſuppoſe, on the one Hand, great In- 


d an quity in our Reformers, who took that limited Allegiance, as 


e p: ſome call it, by taking the Covenant; while yet at the fame 
+4. 
IGEN 


Time they knew, that the King, inſtead of appearing for the 


orig Defence of the true Religion, was appearing with Sword-in-tand 
an to deſtroy it; and, on the other Hand, ſuck a Suppoktion forc- 
11. 

in 


ſaid would infer a Charge of great Iniquity and Ingratitude, 

cial yea, and a practical Oppoſition to theſe covenanted Principles 
War in us, to make it unlawſul to take a ſimple Allegiance to our 

ver preſent $6vcreign, under whoſe Govenment we not only ac- 

159 F knowledge, as above, our Religion has ſuch Security, 28 10 
e c People on Harth enjoys the like, but alſo, who is actually appearing 
und q fo remarkably with Sword. in-hand for the Deſence of it. Fron 

a bia all which it is evident, ur Reſormers, by their ſwearing to dcſend 
Au the King in the Defence and Preſervation oſ the true Religion, 

tha never defgned any limited orcircumſcribed Oath of All:giancz 
acſenF to the King: Rut merely, becauſe not only the Church, bv! 
{per alſo the State, who had the Power of the Sword in their Hara, 
1, th joined together in that Covenant; therefore, in their cat 
Ea to defend the King's Per ſon and Authority, they expreſs what 
curcaF® was their own Reſolution, as well as what was the King's Do- 
1 th iy, namely, to act in the Defence and Preſervation of the zrve 
1910" Religion, Laws and Liberties of the Nation: Hence ther Part of 
22101 the Covenant was rather an Aſſurance than an Allegiance; al- 
FF bring the King that they had no Deſign againit his Ferfon or 
dec, Authority, but rather to deſend the fame; and affuricg him 
IS Ni "ailo of their Deſign how they were refolved 10 defend 
Coe him, namely, in that Woy of acting, which was their Duty 
a and his both, that is, in the Decnce aud Preforvation of ber 


A 
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ww | Anfwer to Reaſon Tenth. | 
* true Religion, Laws and Liberties: And hence, beſides u Up 
* Covenant-Afſurance, our Refermers made no Scruple of takingMed ur 


the civil Allegiance at the fame Time, as is proven above: vl fw 
* that, as no Argument can juſtly, or, with any Shew of Reaſon, Meter: 
be drawn from our Covenants againſt a {imple Allegiance lf, di 
« our preſent Sovereign; fo the Brethren of the Synod, that puſh ſhin 
ed ſuch a ſinful Deciſion about the religious Clauſe of the Bur.MWiten' 
« geſs-Oath, have thereby only condemned themſelves fer hay. Nen 


« ing faid or paſſed an Act, when conſtitute in the Name of 
« Chriſt, declaring that cur Religion, which is the Religion we pre. 
« ſ{cntly profets, as well as our Lives and Liberties which we pre. 
« {ently enjoy, have ſuch Security given to them by the preſcy: 
« civilGovennent, as no other People now on Earth enjoys the 
* e. | 1 
This Renton here added to the 17 Pages above, is ſubſcrib- pre, 

ed at Dugfer nine, the 24th Day of Zune, 1746, by 

| RALPH ERSKINE an 
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His 1cath Reaſon dogs indeed ſhew Good-will to overthrow Nor 

the Sentence; but it muſt remain a Cypher as to any Anſ 

Succeſs that Way. The Bulk of what is ſaid here, turns aſide T 
unto the Sprrit of the eg Reaton, going entirely out of Sie 
of the preſent Queition : Wherefore, the Synod have now nerd 
Manner of Buſigeſs therewith, but in relerring to what has been Wiley 
aid on that ezzhth Reaſon. _ | and 
Astoany Thing further bere, it wholly turns upon a groundlek Never 
Neticn, 25 if there were any Tncznſiſtencr, betwixt acknowledging Cha 
thankfnity this plain Tub, that ſuch Security is given, by the %% 
prefent civil Government, unto our Keligion, Lives and Libertics, ticr 
as no other People now on Farth enjoys the like; and yet 4c. 1 
le, that there: is a Sixfirne/s in homologating, by a general Oath, N, 
ala engaging to abide at and defend ro Life's End, the pre- We 
fea ation! Profeiſm and Seitlement of Religion, conſidered un- Wor 
der all ihe Pefſeifions and Corruptions thereof which we teſtily i 4 
25 mit. When the Allociate Presbytery made the ſoreſad thre 
Ackrovletgmcnt about the preſent Civil Government, as to de be { 
Seen mivea cur Religian ; they reckoned it rmpuſtent enovgh Nat i 
herevah, to be ditpiaying a Tefimory aguinſt Defectiont and er 
Corropitucs in he fore zd Prefe/icn and Serilement of Religion: Ire 
Ane it wut be 65 conſefert with the torcfaid Acknowledgment, 4 
to declue agamſt an Cal which cmemns that Teftinicny. But 
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Additional Agſuer to Reafon Neath. 103 I 
; Upon the whole, our Brethren have zever, all along, touch- $ 
{ upon the proper ' Queſtion in Controverſy ; viz. Whether | 
; ſwearing the religious Clauſe in ſame Burgeſs-Oaths, by Se- 
ash Meeders, as it comes neceſſarily to be ſed and applied in this Perisa, 
ce offi: difagreeable to the preſent State aud Cireunſtences of the Tef- 


pulhe ny among Seceders, for Religics and Reformetien ; and incon- 
Bur-Wiltent, particularly, with entring into the Bend for renewing our- 


venants : Wherefore, their whole Conduct, in this Affair, 
manifeſtly UNREASONABLE. 1 
pre. : 927 


pr. I DDITIONAL ANSWERtREASON IX. 


s the \ Though the Anfiveralready made by the Synod untothe ninth 

— T Reaſon of Proteſt, be ſo far ſufficient, aftervhat was faid be- 
crib Whore, That nothing further is needful for expoling the Ureuſoneb/ee 
3, by ſerfs thereof to any conſiderate and unprejudiced View: Yet, becauſe 
JE. ſany are diſpoſed to take other Views of the Matter; and becauſe 
V. Ine Speeches here uttered are, with Reſpect unto ſuch, of an evi- 
ent Tendepcy to impoſe upon fone, to Barden others, and to 
promote the preſent Degeneracy, by throwing up a ict Tt u- 
on Presbyterian Principles, and the Work of bearing Wimeſs 


row 


for CHRIST; it ſeems therefore expedient, that ſome further 
any ¶ Anſwer thereunto be now added. 
alide M The Brethren begin this Reaſon with an high ReficGion upon 


7% the At and Sentence of Synod, as appearing to them of glaring 
ed manifeſt Sinfulneſs ; particularly from ſome Reaſons which 
been they mentioned as ſupporting their Diſſent when they entred it, 
ad which they come here to enlarge upon: But theſe Reaſons, 
dleſs eren as now enlarged upon, are fo far irom warranting ihe above 
ging charge of glaring and manifeſt Sinfulneſs, that theinſelves are 
the We//ztute of all Foundation; as will appear upon a brief Revicw 
ties, Nhereof. And, | | | 
24M ino. The Act and Sentence of the Synod is charged, as cun- 
ath, ay to that brotherly Love, Regard and Forbearance, that the 
pre- N Members of Judicatories, end all Cirijtians, ought. according to the 
un- Word of Cod, to exerciſe one towards another. 
tig; Among the Articles of Reaſon that ere mentioned by the Bre- 
[a1 thren, for ſupporting their Diſſent when they entred it, (as may 
the be ſeen by turning back to Page 27, at the Foot, and Page 28, 
og Ft the Head) The Firſt was, that the Sentence is cortrary 10 the 
and rd of God; and the Fourth was, That it is contrary ta that 
on: Wrctherly-Love, Regard and Forbearance that the Members of Ju- 
ent, Mrcaterics, and all Ghriſtians ought to maintain towards one auother : 
But as, inſtead of attempting a particular and fr parais Provf of 


pu that 


14 Additional Anfwer to Reaſon Mtb. 
that Firſt and main Article, it comes here to be flipped in u e 
the Faxrth, which, when now begun with as above, has this C 
1 ed with it, according to the Word of God ;---{o, in M 
Brethrens Enlargement upon the preſent Article, an Uſe is m e 
of forne Texts of Scripture, about Brotherly Love, Regard w 
Forbearance ; and accordingly, as appears from the Beginning. 
the-laft Paragraph of that Enlargement, this is given out m- 
Proof of the Sentence being contrary to the Word of God. I Ce 
Charge then of its being contrary to the Word of God, deth he | 
fink into that, of its being contrary to the Brotherly Love, Rega 

aud Forbeerance, which ought to be exerciſed, according to the Wl 
ef Cad: And yet there is nothing here produced from ScripturWunre: 
upon the Head of Forbearance, that hath any real Appiicas/endMhſul : 
to the Cale in Hand; as appears from the former Anſwer, Ange 
may be ſurther evident in a little. Again, the Brethrens whol 
Argument here, about Forbearance, depends immediately upt 
this Point, that the Sentence was paſſed againſt their Iuclinatin 
ſo that if the paſſing of it had proyed agreeadle their [nclinatinWCere 
there had been no Room for the Charge as here laid, of its be 
ing conirary 6 the Word of God: | 55 

And it may at leaſt be faid, That ſo wide a Charge of bein the 
emtrary to the Word of God, had need to be ſupported here by Worn: 
more decent Reaſon, than that of being contrary to the [nclinaers a 
en of Mea ; when the Queltion in Debate has not any Face en 8 
being about a Thing of itſelf indiffercnt. | 

ut, for evidencing the pretended Contrariety of the SentencMilem« 
unto that brotherly Love, Regard and Forbcarauce, which oughWhut r 
tobe mutually exerciſed ; an Argument is managed, from thajſſatio 
Forbearance which. was once uſed about an Obſervation of thalif 
cerenonial Law. Now, the Nature, Circumitancts and End off 
what Allowance was made for the 7ew1i/p Converts unto Cari 
tianity, in the Matter of ccremonial Obſervations, during abol 
forty Tears after our Lord's Re ſurrection, together with.the M ſuc 
{ry of divine Sovereignty in that Allowanec, is a Subject whe: 
of a particular Examination needs not to be eſſayed here. 

However, as the Queſtion then was about the Work of abe 
lihing a general Syltem divine Ordinances, which had endue 
through many Ages, a Thing that never had or can have anjenor 
Paxale! in the Werld; and as the Lord did, in an extre5r 11! 
Ii direct and carry on the gra ſual Procedure of that eur 
ary Wark : It may appear, even at firſt View, very ef 
andunbecoming, to manage an Argument now from that Caſe e ce 
except in the general and moral Affair, of waking Allowance es 
weak Conſciences or prejudiced Minds, in Things of tense þ 


jndifierent. + 3 1 
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1 © Additional Anſwer to Reaſon Nimh. tos 
indeed certain That the legal Ceremonies were Things of 

ſelves indiſſerent: And it being as certain, That-an"Oath;, 1 
ally a religious Oath, is of a quite other Nature; being 
el, either morally Good or Evil, Sin or Duty, a, fpeciall!“ 


" 


Iifcation or a ſpecial Prefanation.of the Lord's Name: It is 


ere far from being a due or decent Compariſon which is 
made, betwixt Forbearance about the Obſervation. of theſe 


Th 


ul Ceremonies, and about the ſwearing of a -Burgeſs-Cath in 
he 


religious Clauſe. Neither can it any Way ſerve for juſtify; 


er this Compariſon, to tell that, as the Olſervation of the. Jew-. 
Nn Ceremonies was once lawful ; fo, with as little Reaſon can it 
tuned, that the Clauſe condemned by the Synod was likewiſe once F | 
ne: For, according to hat has been noticed before, the 


anWing eondemned by the Synod is not generally the religious - | 
hae of forme Burgeſs-Oaths, but, particularly, ſuch a ſwearing 
upoiſWeot as at preſent among Seceders; which is juftly refuſed to 


in e been ever lawful : And tho' that Obſervation of the eu- 
ati ceremonies which took Place in the Days of the Apolſtles; 
ts l materially the ſame which had taken Place beſore; yet the 


ſent ſwearing of the foreſaid Clauie is, by no Means, materi- 


beinfffh the /ame which took Place in former Periods, particularly of 
: by Wornation ; for, the very Matter of the Oath in that Clauſe; . 
nciht as much now from what it was ther, as the national Pro. 


lon and Settlement of Religion in theſe Times of general Re- 
ution, did differ from what is the national Profeſſion and 
tlement thereof in this Time of general Defefion. 
But moreover, in what is new brought forth, about the Ob- 
ation of legal Ceremonies and about mutual Forbearance, ſume 
we Doctrines are contained. „ 
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h diſcourſing upon the mutual Forbearance which was exs 
led among the Converts to Chriſtianity, about the Obici v auce 
abodiWeen! Ceremonies, the Brethren do indeed grant an Excep! on; 
e My ſuch Forbearance was not exerciſed in the Caſe of mingling 
hen OHervance of theſe Ceremonies withthe Righteouſneſs of Chriſt + 
lhe Matter of Tuſtification before Cod: And no more isneed< * 
abe than an Improvemetit of this Exception, for overthrowing the. 
duese of their preſent Argument about Forbearance; becauſe the 
- a:Wnonial Obſervanees in the Chriſtian Church were then 10 
ina. unleſs in the foreſaid Caſe, about which mutual For- 
ori ance was not Exerciſed ; but the whole of their preſent Ar- 
-7ocnt for mutual Forbearance is ſtated upon this Principle, that 
Ce Ne ceremonial Obſervances about which the faid Forebear- 
ace ol was then exerciſed, were then ſinful Obſervances : And it : 
e have been as reaſonable and decent, to argue that ſitely 
777777 V 7: 


8 


1 * 


rs Additional Anſwer t» Reaſon Ninth. © 
Peorbearanee was then exerciſed, even in the Cafe of ni 
theſe Obſervantes with the Righteaufheſs of Chriſt, as to argus d 
tit was exerciſed in the Caſe of denying Chrift and his Rightemfi 
 #ltogether ;, which the Brethren really do, when they argue al 
theſe ceremonial Obſervances about which this Forbearance les 
exerciſed, had even plainly enough denied that Ghrift was of 
come in the Fleſh. [LOI 
It is evident, That the Obſervation of /egal Ceremonies, amo 
the Fewiſþ Converts to Chriſtianity, about which the Apoſt 
and Saints in Scripture exerciſed a mutual Forbearance, is tau 
by the Brethren, to have been an un/awfw/ or ſinful Obſervation 
| For, they ſpeak of it as having been once lawful, which inſu ez 
| ates that it was then become ſinſul; yea, while they ſpeak ae m 
| as having been once unqueſtionably lawful, they alſo ſpeak of 
| as being then become unqueſtionably ſinful ; for they tell, that, 
| Sin thereof which they mention, was a Thing whereof there u y the 
ſaſficient objective Evidence unto ell; And accordingly e ab 
plead, that the Caſe of Forbearance about the Obſervation { 
theſe Ceremonies, was paralel to the Caſe of Forbearance ab 
{wearing the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths ; even ulih;1&i; 
Suppoſition of its being granted, that the faid ſwearing is, wif Al 
ſafficient objeftive Evidence unto all, a "Thing ſinful, yea as hue dh: 
ſng a Matter fiiful made the Sabjedt of the Oath. 
Again, it is as evident, that the foreſaid Obſervation of l 
Ceremonies is taught by them to have been very ſinful. U. 
tell, that it was virtually, and upon the Matter, a ſaying, that Cl 
the Subſtance was not yet come in the Fleſh ; that this was the 
tention of the Work, whatever was the Intention of the Wark... 
that the Apoſtles themſelves their having underſtopd this to be HM , 
Cui, is clear; yea, that there was ſufficient objective Evidence ti 
ef unto all. 1 indeed might have been ſpared from Mfuce 
Hidneſs of the Expreſtion, /ufficient objective Evidence unto al It 
Becauſe God doth nothing in gain, or more than he accoual,..c 
ſufficient ; but he had not brought out a/l his Evidence wh 
all, about aboliſhing of theſe legal Ceremonies, till the Tem 
of Jeruſalem was entirely demoliſhed, after which no mutual IM oule 
bearance was exerciſed about that Obſervation. - Howeve!, i; 
there was /ufficient #bjefive Evidence of the Thing wnto all, tit 
it was even plain enough: And, as it may well be ſuppoſed th 
we all agree in rejecting the Popi/h Doctrine, as if Man's Adio... 
were ſpecified by their [atentions ; therefore, if the Intention of rcic; 
H/ork, in theſe Ceremonial Obſervances, was (tho' not omaha; 
- yet) virtually, and upon the Matter, and even plainly 2 
| Haying chat Chrift the Sabſtance was not yet come in the Fleſh ; 
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ata Anſwer to Nen Nmh. wo7 IN 
uſt follow, that the Per/ons obſerving theſe Ceremonies were 
th and plainly enough chargeable with denying that Chriſt was | 

come in the Fleſh, © | ay 


Nor it is alledged, that, until the Temple at 7; eruſalem was 


* 


mtirely demoliſhed, viz. about the Space of Forty Tears, the A- 


les and Saints in Scripture exerciſed a mutual Forbearance con- 


eming the faidOþſervation of legal Ceremonies,whereby the Ob- 
ers were plainly enough denying Chriſt to be yet come in the | 
: That is, they exerciſed this Forebearance for ſo long a 
ime, even about a publick Practice, whereby Perſons, under 


Mt: 2ogravating Maſk of a Profeſſion of Chriſt, were p/ainly e- 


wh denying that Jeſus is the Chriſt, denying the Lord that. 
webt them, and counting the Blood of the Cevenant an unhzly Thing. 
ea more, as it is ſuppoſed, that there was formal Covenunting a- 
ong theſe Perſons ; ſo it is alledged, that the mutual Forbear- 


Wice was exerciſed, even in the Caſe of their neceſſarily engaging, 


y the ſolemn Oath of the Covenant, that they would continue in 


e above dreadful Practice: And the Forbearance which is 


ledged to have been exerciſed by the Apoſtles as well as others 


on that Head, was a forbearing any Condemnation of ſuch a 


maftice, and any marring of Communion thereby. 
All this inevitably belongs unto the proper and genuine Senſe 
{ what is now taught concerning the mutual. Forbearance which 
us exerciſed about the Obſervation of Jewiſh Ceremonies ; and 
longs thereto without any greater Stretch, than is proper and 
ual in explaining any Text of Scripture.: And all the Reaſon 
edped, why the Apoſtles and Saints went ſuch an aſtoni/hir 
noth in their Forbearance, is, That the Thing was but ws 
warrelled, and never formely Matter of Debate, as having been 
ee unqueſtionably lawful ; tho? indeed it was unqueſtionably ne- 
lawful, to deny that Chrif was yet come in the Fleſb, aſtier 
nce he actually was come. | 8 | 
It is negdleſs to enlarge upon the dreadful Nature and Conſe- 
ence of ſuch Dectrine: Only, if what is thus alledged, of the 
eniſhing Length to which the Apoſtles and Saints carried their 
uu Forbearance, ſhould hold, and hold as a Precevent ; this 
jould give more Advantage to the Friends of Catholick Conmmu- 
tor, and to the Adverſaries of SE. CESSION, than probably they 
rer yet dreamed oſ. „ | | | 
But then, it is altogether refuſæd, that the Obſervation of legai 
&remonies about which the Apoltles and Saints in Scripture ex- 
Kifed a mutual Fe bearance, was ary Way ſinful. The Per - 
ons who were allowed of for a Time in obſerving theſe Cere- 
lenies, had by no Means any Intention of ſay ing thereby thatChrift 
5 O 2 TD 5 "0 
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' was not yet come in the Fleſh: And conſidering that the 0 ſome þ 
_ gation and Force ofthe Ceremonial. Law, as to its fixing ſuch e Sy 
Intention upon the Vor itſelf, was then ceaſed and void; 1 prainſt 

| therefore very unreaſonable to alledge, as if, in this Caſe, | 

i Work could have any fuch Intention when the Werker had | 

| In meral Actions we Se which are meaſured by the eternal Main 

| invariable Rule of the Moral Law, the finful Intention of li 

Action ſtill remains, whatever he intended by the Agent: Meme 

it is abſurd io pretend, that any Intention could cleaveto a ng fre 
monial Action, which was not fixed upon it either be the the 
monial Agent or by the cerimenial Lau: Wherefore it is ah 
gether refuſed, that that Obſervation of Jewiſh Ceremonies om! 

[| which the mutual Forbearance was then exerciſed, was d 
virtually, or, upon the Matter, by the Intention of the Work my 
than of the Wor ler, a Saving that Chriſt the Subſtance was not Min, 

come in the Fleſh. And it is evident that the {aid Obſervationy 
then noways fiinf: For, as the Apoſtles themſelves Joined in iſto ad: 
Practice, when Occaſion required; ſo the Apoſtle Paul, by Mpet b 
Spirit of God, commcnds his doing fo, as in 1 Cr. x. 20. 

What further ſhall be offered here, on this Head, {hall be! 
the Words of two eminent Divines. Mr. Henry, in his ConWance 
mentary on A&s xxi. 24. ſays, The ceremonial Law---y 
not become unlawful as yet, to thoſe that had been bred up agb. 
e Obſervation of it, but were far from expecting Jultitcalieligi 
* on by it; it was /eod but not burted, dead but not yet dead b 
And Pr. Owen, in his 1% ef ce to his Commentary on the Epi hat 
1% the Hebrews, ſays, concerning the Obſervation of T. 

„ 3\ites 3 “ Some m a pore /everence of their original Mea, 
* {ttutions, either being not fully inſtructed in their Liberty, | 
by Reaſon of Prejudices not readily admitting the ConſequaiſMlen 
ces of that Truth v herein they were inſtruéted, abode in thi 
* Oblecvation, VJithout /rewng for ightemſneſs or Salvation Worb 
* them : Theſe the Apolllas 5 bore with in all Mecknels ; de 
„und uſing the Liberty given them of the Lord, to avoid offcaliſas 
* ing of them, Jene od with them in their Pr ative, ag Occaſion Wiſh P 

* require ;-----Nor was Neg /iical Worſhip utter!) to ccaſe, fol 
ty have no Acceptance n Got. until the fret Kun of ebe 

Church forctold by our Saviour.“ 

| But another piece of ſtrange Doctrine is now tanght by Mr 

Brethrca; z. That the Synod at Jeruſalem, At xv. vent 

Length of +. jaying, for a 71% . ſore Objervance f the cerenpil 

Law 5 e Gcbtiles: That is, (according to their above DoWga 

trine abont ſuch Obſervauce,) the Gentiles, for the Sake of Hafer 


many wih ome eus, Wore enjoined: to praciile, for a Tung 
Sw, | 9 


A 
t 


* *% 7 


Oome plain Denial of Chriſt 1 However, the faid | Aſſertion about 
ache Synod at Jeriſalem, is impugned and overthrown by Caluine 


41. Aud as he there proves, from a plain Contradiction of the 
bntext in teaching otherwiſe, the Decree of that Syned, about 


1] ſtaining ſrom Meats offered to Idols, and from Blood, and from 
of inge ſtrangled, was an enjoining, not any Obſervance of the 
* Miremonial Law, but an Obſervence of the more! Lau, in abſtain- 


a Wag from giving Offence to weak Brethren, about ſome Things 
ca themſelves indifferent. 5 1 | 
s Thus it appears, That, as the Brethrens preſent Argument, 


om the mutual Forbeatance which was ſometime exerciſed about 
e Obſervation ef Jewiſh Ceremonies, is very unrealonable and 


m nbecoming; fo, in what they bring forth about that Caſe, for 
wt Wiving it a Face of Applicableneſs to the Caſe in Hand, ſome 
on range Doclrines are contained: And tho' they be not ſuppoſed 


9 adopt nakedly that /i and proper Senſe of their Argument; 
jet here is an Evidence, how readily one falls into a /Mire, 
hrough violent Oppoſition to a Matter of plain Truth and Duty. 
But, for ſurther Evidence of the ſrange Doctriues now ad- 

anced, the mutual Forbearance which is urged in the preſent 
aſe muſt be particularly conſidered. It is pled, That there 
woht to be a mutual Forbearance about the Cale of ſwearing the 
eigious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, even upon Suppoſition of 
ts being granted, That the ſaidSwearing would be doing a Thin 
hat 1s, virtually and upon the Matter, a ſinful receding from ANY 
PART of the Teſtimony of the Day, which we are profeſſing ts hold, 
ea, a doing ſo with ſufficient objective Evidence unio ail, that is, 
doing ſo plainly enough: And they, exprelly teach the Warrant- 
blenefs of ſuch Forbearance in g Hatter ſinſul, even when it is 
ade the ! a ſolemn Oath. — Now, what is the 
orbearance pled for, in ſuch a Caſe? It is even a ſorbearing to 
memn and declare againſt a preſent Swearing the forelaid religi- 
us Clauſe, tho' granted to be a plain enough Baclſliding from a- 
Pari of the Teſtimony of the Day, and to have a Matter ſin- 
made, þ/ainly enough, the Subiæck of the Oath; it is even a 
rearing to warn Profeſſors againſt ſuch Bacſſliding, and ſuch 
refenation of the Lord's Name; and a ſorbearing ts take any 
der, that Perſons already concerned in ſucha ſinfu! Oath be not 
mitted into the Baud oſ the Covenant, in a Way of fi 
4 adhering to that other /inful and contradiftory Oath. 
zuin, wherefore ſhould ſuch Forbearance be exerciicd? It is 
en becauſe, under a Pretence of Novelty in the Thing, one have 
ferent Sentiments fron the Sy nod. and cant ſce with the Sym, 
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einſt the Papiſis, in his Inſtitutions, Lib. iv. Chap. x. Art. 


8 4 U 
2 14 
} * In | - | 
i i 
\ t . 


110 Amin Anfwer 10 Reden Mit. 3 
inthis Matter: And there muſt be ſuch Forbearance, becauſe 
theſe different Sentiments and Sight, even ſuppoſing the M 
to be of ſufficient objective Evidence unto all, that is, plain em 
for any who are not uncommonly blind or prejudiced, a plaing 
nough Backſliding and Profanation of the Lord's Name. 
Bauch is the Doctrine of mutual Forbearance now advanced. 
Read of a due Forbearance with Perſons, in the Manner of nd " 
claiming them from the Evil, where themſelves alloy it toll eak! 
practicable; there is now urged a Forbearance with the F 
itſelf, yea the dreadſul Evil of a ſinful Oath, even ſuppoſing ich * 
be evidently enough ſinful in the Way of Backſliding or Apa rent 
55 it ſhould ſtill be let ly unmeddled-with, unheeded y 
tolerated; under a Pretence of Novelty in the Matter, becauſe ¶ Ve 
different e And, if ſuch a Scheme of Forbearance vt 
followed oft, what terrible Laodicean and Latitudinarian De 
it muſt natively land in may be obvious enough to every ond 
Meditation. | RE 7, + 
According to the Brethrens Reaſoning, if it have any conſ 
Senſe, Matters of Truth and Duty muſt be ſuljected to the 
and Plcaſure of Men; ſo as, if Brethren and Fellow-Chriſta * 
ſhall agree and harmonize about making any neu Stand for Tu 
and Duty, it is well that Stand may then be made; but if fan 
ſhalt have different Sentiments, tho' in a Point of the great)" 
Weight, and of /ufficient objective Evidence unto all, yet all mi 
be huddled into a Grave of Charity, and mutual Forbearant 
according to the fad Application, which is made of the Tex 
Phil. ii. 1, 3. Eph. iv. 1, 2. Prov. iii. 5, 7. If a Judicatd 
ſhall adventure to give any other Kind of Juſtice to ſuch a Poulfs,*" 
of Truth or Duty, this will be 4 /ording it over their Brethr 
and a menifeſt Reflection upon the Diſpenſation of God toward 
Church while here below, in his beſtowing«!fſerent Meaſures of Lig: 
upon the Members thereof; as if different Meaſures of Light ini 
Church, did require us to be indifferent and mute about Mate an 
upon which there is a Difference. And as it is objected againſt tl 
Synod's Sentence, That it neceſſarily ebliges them, ws tot 
Rites of Diſcipline, to cenſure their Brethren and Fellow-Chriſtia 
if continuing of different Sentiments ; therefore it muſt be ah 
Sentence, were it for no more than that it cannot conſiſt with 
Latitudinarian Scheme, but will allow the Truth and Ordinand 
of Chriſtto retain their proper Controul over Men. | 
Thus, the important Doctrine about Holding that Faſt whi 
we have, about contending earneſtly for the Faith once deliveredto if 
Saints, about net ſuffering Sin to lie upon our Brother, and abou 
humble Subjection io the Means of Light and the ordinal 


CREE O 


any obvious Enlargements upon the awful Import of the a. 
% Dodtrines, ſhall be ſorborn here : Only, it cannot be a 


* ; when Dottrines ceme to be brought forth, that have 
güne manifeſt Tendency to throw up 2. thick Miſt upon 
oof rerbjterian Principles, and the Work of witneſſing for Chriſt. 

© 2), After the Freedom that has been uſed with Seripture- 


echt and Example, it needs not be furpriſing to find that our 
lbordinate Standards and Levenants come to ſuffer no leſs Vo- 


ercunto. And as, in the foregoing Article, the great Plea is 
Wir a /icentious mutual Forbearance ; ſo, the ſame Thing is pur- 
ed in the following Articles, under an Out-cry about a Ter 
of Communion, a Pain and Penalty. i 
nn As to the Charge, that falling in with the Judgment of the Sy- 
Tui made a Term of Communion, all that could have been rea- 
Menably ſaid, amounts to this,----That it may be ſuppoſed, the 
nen nod will reckon themſelves obliged to uſe due Pains with all 
ancerned, for their Satisfaction with and Obſervance of the Du- 
n 4eclared, without tolerating a eountumaeious Tranſgreſſion 
„ereof. And indeed, conſidering the real Nature of the Caſe, 


cal That the preſent ſwearing of the religious Clauſe, doth material- 


ud plainly amount unto a /o/emn Abjuration ff the whole Se- 
efſion-Teſtimony which is avonched in the Bond of the Cove- 


fLi lamed for any Thing, it ſhould be for being laid 00 modeſtly and 
in 7%, in Condeontion to ſome Brethren ; And it muſt look 
laue range to every intelligent and impartial View, that fuch a 


alt M Noile ſhould be made againſt the Synod, for taking Order that 
% obeſe under their Inſpection be not allowed and tolerated, to 


my among their Hands. f N . 
vith As to the Cliarge, that the ſignifying a Satisfaction with the 


nanu Judgment of the Synod'is required under 80 /e/5 Pain and Penalty 


han of being fecluded from the Privilege of entring into the 


A ond; — che Terms, Pain and Penalty are very unbecoming 


1h Mere, when all the Matter is, Fhat the Synod cannot allow of 


* * the Bond, but aſter the due Order, eſpexially in 2 


nes e 


very important. Moreover, | 


Cl . 0; 


\ 


Wice, under the Attempt ofſhewing the Sentence to be contrary 


Additional Anſwer 10 Neaſen Ninth, | 1411 "8 1 
Wis, mutt come to be fadly undermisded by a new Scheme o 


Wl Cauſe which needs ſuch Doctrine for the Defence thereof: 
ad it is exceedingly mournful, that ſuch Schemes ſhould bs 
Weaking forth in the Seceſſion. It is not with us as in Mont hr 


— 


nt; ifthe $ynod's Sentence about that ſwearing were to be ; 


VOUCH and ABJURE promifeumſly, the whole Taſti- 
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i . „ N Aulitional Arfwors to Reafon Mtb. 
1. Tt is vnacceuntable that the Synod ſhould be charged hq 


with attempting 9 force their own Light upon the Conſcienem 


Mn 
Rom. xiv. 4. and Confeſſ. Chap: | As if the WY 
were claiming Lordſhip over any ManWWSou@ernce, 
determining miniſterially 30 , a i 
not be continued with a good Conſcien$, 
offering to make themſe/ves the, Rule $f Faith or Pradtice 
when the Reaſon given for the Direcihn in their A, is n 
that themſelves have Light about it, as if ths might ſatisfy othen 
but it comes to this, T hat @ preſent Swearing the religious Clay 
of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths is inconſiſtent with the Teſtimony an 
Seceders, particularly with an Entrin into the Bond : - 
Reaſon will ſtand valid, true and plain, after all the Endeavouy 


of raiſing Duſt about it. 5 0 Fb. 
2. They charge tlie Sentence with being contrary to "oy 86 
Chap. xxii. F. 4. becauſe they reckon it hear from the Tt >” 
xor of their Reaſons, That what is ſworn to in the Clauſe is wil Cla 
ſinful; the yet there be not one Word in all their Reaſons, f 
much as ofering to make appcar, That the preſent national Pref 
_ feſſion and Sett/ement of Religion, ſworn to therein, are not fin BR | 
We are indeed told, That the Thing ſworn to 7s given as the ©. 
only Criterion of the true Church, Confeſſ. Chap. xxv. F. 2. dM © 


ſcribing the viſible Ghurch from all theſe that profeſs the true Re 


Axion: And this fame Point will be found amplified with u“ 


high Tone, in the third of the following Reaſons. But, belidvefſ © 
what is replied there, it may be obſerved here, That the above, 
Remark muſt be taken, either as a Fling upon the Sound d “ 
Words, or as introducing @ dangerous, latitudinarian Text, vi,“ 
That every Profeſſion of the true Religion, which is made in, and © © 
makes belong unto the v:/tble Church, may (as in ſome Burgels MW © 
+ Oath3) be fully approven of, ſworn'to, and eſpouſed for a juntl © 
Profeſſion ; and it fo, then there ought to be ns Scceſſſan from e. 

ny particular Church, however defective and corrupt her Profe 
ſion be, as long as it may ſtill be owned for a Profeſſion that “ 


makes her belong unto the general Body of the »:/ib/e Chrillion WW © 


(Church; which may come to cut off a/l Seceſſion, except from * N 
the Church of Rene. 9, WER i 
a g : « 


N. B. Tan over immetiatly to Page 138; es, through a Misa r 
. ebeut what this additional Anſwer might extend unto, the 11 © t 
* majning Part theresf,comes to be transferred to that Plaes. 
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ASO NS of PRO TE STATION R by the Reverend Mr: 
Fhenezer Erikine, &c. againſt the SE N TENCE of faid 
Sjnod, at Edinburgh, April gth, i746, concerning a religious 
Clauſe in ſome Birgeſi-Oathe © © 


W@8BEASONSOo PROTEST ATION, Mr. Fhene- 
ger Erskine againſt the Sentence of the Rev. the Aſociate 
« Synod, met at Briſtow, April, 1746, condemning the firſt 
« Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths as ſinſul; where he not being 
« preſent, craved of the Sytiod when met at Stirling, Septr. 
u *© 1746, that the ſaid Sentence niight be feverſed, the ſame 
lll © was abſolutely refuſed ; whereby he found himſelf obliged, 
oe © for his own Exoneration, to concur with the Rev®. Bre- 
doll © threti, whe diſſented from, and proteſted againſt the fore- || 
vi, © faid Seatence, when it was paſt at Edinburgh: The Reaſons 
and © © of which Proteſt, entred by Mr. Ebenezer Erikine, were to 
el be given in to the Moderator Mr. Thomas Mair, againſt the 
nl © firſt of February, 1747; and are as follow. —_ | 


\ 
7 


hat W M* Erskint having ſeen aud peruſed a diſtin Copy of. 
„IVI the Reaſ6ns of Proteſtation, given in already to the. 

on © Moderator of the Synod at Edinburgh, in April 17 46, by ſexen 
Members who were preſent at paſſing of the ſaid 3 he 
(fully agrees therewith, and adheres unto the ſame, as if here 
al, © repeted ; only, for their Illuſtration and Confirmation, he 6fftrs 
11 © the Cenfiderations or Reaſons following: | 1 
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REASON I. 
85 Cannot help thinking it a Piece of the higheſt Preſumpſ 
8 on and Selt-confidence, for thirteen Members of the Aſſy 
- ciate Synod, when the one Half of the conſtituent Members auf 
* more were abſent, and that in the Face ef a Proteſtatig 
by ſo many Members preſent, to puſh on a Condemnation d 
the firſt Clauſe of ſome Bnrgels-Oaths as ſinful ; when they 
« knew very well, that the Lawfulneſs of the Oath, and of thi 
* Clauſe of it in particular, was a Thing hadtenus judicati 
* already determined with the greateſt Solemnity, by the Chunk 
* of Scotland in the pureſt Times of theReformation. None 
* doubt of its being thus ſuſtained by 70%n Knox, or other wor: 
thy Reſormers, who firſt compiled it: As little can any dou 
of its Approbation by theſe reformed Burghs, who received i 
* and retained it ever ſince. But beſides this, it bears the evi doi 
* dent Approbation both of Church and State in this Land, A wh 
« the Renovation of the national Covenant; while Burgeſks, , nat 
* qually with Men of other Characters ſacred and civil, ar tia 
© admitted to ſwear and ſubſcribe the Covenants, without fe no 
* leaſt Hint given of what is aliedged in the Sentence of the {aid for 
* thirteen Brethron, that there is an Inconſiſtency betwixt the ad th 
* Clauſe of the Burgels-Ogth and the Oath of the Cevenapt. W* wc 
« But this is not all; the ſaid Burgeſs-Oath hath not only the MW M 
« A-»probation of this Church and Nation, but of all the the: an 
Nations, in their Svjemn League, where Burgeſſes are alſo ad: th 
* mitted with equal Solemnity to {wear. I cannot ſay but it ar 
gues a vaſt Aſſurance in the above thirteen Members, to ſtate N of 
* themſelves in a direct Oppoſition to ſuch a glorious Cloud a th 
© Witneſſes, and that without the leaſt Apology for differing H R 
m their far fuperior Judgment and Determination. It is hut MF F. 
Fry Apology to ſay, Though it might be lawful in their 
, yet it becomes ſinful in our Day, thro' the Variation of MW t! 
-} Circumſtances. For, as the Law of God and Truth of God is WW" S 
ever the ſame, in ail Periods and Revolutions of the World; 
eit will be found, That what. is once crooked in Point of WM" f 
ruth and Duty can never be made ſtraight ; and what h “k 
once ſtraight and agreeable unto the Law and Teſtimony can MW" v 
ever be made crooked : And I apprehend it will try the united, 
Strength of our above Brethren, to bow afid crook that which 
was found ſtraight in the Days of our Reformation. But it yet 
| © heightens wy Admiration at the Aſſurance of theſe Brethren, 
That they, in their Sentence, not only condemn the 27 1 
- | . (0 . aule 
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no Man can be admitted to Church Communion with us, if he 


c gl 
Chuſt of che Oath as ſinful; but have the Boldneſs to 
impoſe their Judgment, materially if not formally, as a 


Aſſociation, within the three Kingdoms ; ſo as to declare all 
that differ from their Judgment incapable of entring into the 
Bond of the Covenant, and conſequently incapable of holding 
Communion with us in any of the ſealing Ordinances of the | 
new Teſtament; which makes indeed a very ſtrange Cataſtrophe / { 
and Overturn, from what took Place in the Days of our Refor- | 
mation: In the Days of our Reformation, none could be ad- 
mitted in theſe Burrows, either to their Civil Privileges, or to 1 
their Church Communion, without ſwearing the Burgeſs-Oath: 
But now, according to the Deciſion of the thitteen Brethren, 


has ſworn it, or hereafter ſwear it, unleſs he acknowledge his 
Sin in ſo doing. I fear that this turning of This upſide 
down, ſhall in the Event be as the Potters Clay.----Suppofe, the 
whole Aſſociate Synod had been as one Man in the Condem- 
nation foreſaid, yet it would make any indifferent and impar- ji 
tial Perſon ſuſpeét they had loſt their Road, when they did Ii} 
not, according to' the Command of the great Shepherd, go i 
forth by the Foot-ſteps of his Flock; but, on the contrary, faw ||| 
them taking a quite oppoſite Read: But much more Ground 
would he have for ſuch a Jealouſy, when he ſaw but thirteen 
Men of the Allociate Synod, by a clandeſtine Reference 
and as clandeſtine a Determination, carrying a Matter, in a 
thin Mecting by a {crimp Majority of four Votes, not onfy a- 
gainſt the Mind of their Brethren, but againſt the whole Flock 
' of Chriſt that have travelled the Road to Glory before us. If 
* theſe Brethren alledge they are following the Flock in this 
Road, they are hereby challenged to ſhew the Print of their 
Feet; any one of the Lord's Witneſſes, Martyrs, Conſeſſors, 
" Kirk-Seſhons, Presbyteries or Aſſemblies, that ever travelled 
* the Road they are into. Has the promiſed Conduct of the 
„Spirit of Truth to lead into all Integrity and Truth, © fatled 
to the whole Flock ſince the Reformation ? Surely it has 
* failed as to this Matter, either on their Part, or ee on the 
Part of the Brethren concerned in carrying this Sentence; for {| 
"it is impoſſible that the foreſaid condemned Clauſe of the Oath Mi 
can be both ſinful and lawful, or lawful in one Period, and ſin- 
ful in another; ſince the Law of God is eternal and uha'ter- 
Kahle in all Periods, . as was faid above. Will any Man, in his 
right Senſes, believe that the whole Flock of Chriſt ſince the , 
*. Reformation have wandred out of the Way ef Underſtanding , 
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0 1 and that theſe Brethren, by ſome new Light, have found {Wiſerv« 


"Ig 133 there is not one Text of Seripture, or one fy eſſa: 

66 ,- N * = . ; , 
; ticle of our approven Standards, or yet the Teſtimony of pon t 
1.7 one of the Lord's Witneſſes; alledged as the Ground nder 
Foundation of their Sentence. *Tis only a Thus ſaith and tl 


4 th 


Lord, and not the 2e en of any Man or Society 
minat! 


Men fince the Apoſtles Times, whether general or partie 

4 har, that can mo a Rule of Faith or Practice upon the Chun 
of Chriſt; as theſe Brethren have attempted to do. The Drhis 

< trine of implicite Faith and blind Obedience, was exploded Wrſt V 
our Reformation ſrom Popery, and abjured by ſolemn Coy 
 * nant, and even by the condemned Clauſe of the Burgeſs-Oxlenter 
'  * God forbid that it ever return to us, or we to it. 


NS WE Rt K EAS ON. I. 


S to the Reverend Mr. Erikine's Preamble, wherein he re 
preſſeth his'Adherence to the Reaſons formerly given M 
by his proteſting Brethren who were ' preſent at paſſing 1Whree 
Sentence, there is not Neceſſity of ſaying any Thing here, þ 
that theſe Reaſons have been ſufficiently anſwered.“ 

The Synod are ſorry te find their Brother Mr. Erſkine expi tut 
ling himſelf in ſuch ſtrong Terms againſt the Syrod ; acculiWinde! 
them of the higheſt Preſumption and Self Confidence, to pullſReve 
on a Condemnation of the Burgeſs-Oath in its religious Chu 
when, ſaith he, the ene Half of the conſtituent Members and melt 
were abſent. * But our Reverend Brother may remember, th! 
the Synod did take very deliberate Steps in this Affair. It wifi 
delayed from the Synod that met in March 1745, to th 
Confideration of a Synod to meet pro rb natd, at Edinburgh, ff 
the Month of May, that the Brethren might have due Tin 
to conſider thereupon; and the ſirſt Day of that Meeting was apſWperjr 
pointed to be obſerved as a Day of Humiliation, that we mig Piec. 
look tothe Lor for Light and Direction in the Matter; which ab!. 
odterved accordingly. The Synod continued then '#ws H 
together, moſt of their Time being ſpent in reaſoning upen thi 
Affair; and, after all, they adjourned to Stirling againſt thi 
Month of September, vithout coming ta any Deciſion. Tf. 
Matter came again under Conſideration at Stirling, ' when N 
was again delayed; and the Synod was appointed to meet at . 
fame Place, for that Buſineſs in Movenber following .---- Acco pur 
ingly the Synod met on the ſaid Occaſion, when they ſpent 
Weck in realoning upon this Affair; and a Propoſal being made 
to continue together next Week, and that the Tue hy i 
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md Wiſerved in publick Humiliation and Prayer, this was according- . || 
ne fy eſſayed; and that Week being likewiſe ſpent in Reaſoning - 


pon the Affair, nothing further was done therein, It came again 
aer the Conſideration of the Synod at Edinburgh, April 1746: 


ad the Synod being ſenſible that it had been ſally reaſoned upon, 

ety Wnd that there were weighty Reaſons for coming to ſome Deter- 
arte nation about it, agreed to continue together next Week, in 
hurder to bring the ſame, by the divine Direction, to ſome Iſſue. 


> Dorhis was agreed to by the Synod after ſame Reaſoning on the 


ded Wir Week, at a fuller Meeting than they ever had upon it before ; 
Cond if the Synod was not ſo Pal on the ſecond Week, at paſſing the 


ſentence, it was the Fault of Members who went off without 
we aſked and given, and therefore is not to be imputed te 
e Synod, nor to the Members who, according to their Duty, 
tended that Meeting: And it can be made evident, that of 
Twenty eight Miniſters belonging to the Synod, there were Twenty _ 
ee preſent the firſt Week; and that the Difference betwhigghe -* 
 Miumber of Miniſters preſent the firft and ſecond Weeks was BYg, 1. || 
hree: And it is evident, That the Preſence of all the conſti- 
nent Members of a Synod is not to be expected; as likewiſe it | 
certain, that this Meeting efSynod was duly called and con- 
tute, and had therefore full Powers to determine in what came 
inder their Conſideration. From all which it appears, That our 
Reverend Brother Mr. Erſtine's Charge againſt the Synod, far 
pu/hing the Affair, as he terms it, and for High Preſumption and 
bel Confidence, is deftitute of any Foundation. | 
Several Things are further alledged by Mr. Zrs&ne, upon this 
his firſt Reaſon, on which a few Obſervations 'may be made. 
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© tand particularly, no Argument has been produced to prove that 
„ ir. Knox compiled the Burgeſs-Oath in its religious Clauſe; and 
Tine Suppoſition which the Swearer makes in that Oath, of often. 
as 20 


perjuring himſelf in breaking his Oath, obliging himſelf to pay a a 
iece of Money {b often as he breaks; makes it more than pro- 
bable that the ſaid Clauſe was never laid by that great Man as it 
now ſtands. Again, Mr. Erskine pretends, That TOE 
We Burgeſs-Oath bears the Approbation of Church and State at 
We Renovation of our national Covenant; while Burgeſſes, as 
ell as others were admitted to {wear and ſubſcribe the fame ; _ 
en Mind that it had the Approbation of the three Nations, while Bur- 

t teWeſſes were admitted to ſwear the Solemn League: But all that 
Por Brother has advanced; or can be ſaid upon this Head, a- 
nt ſWnounts' to no more than this, That our Reformers, in no Period 
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mate this Church, took the Burgeſo-Oath under Conſideration in any 
1d ir A their Courts; fe far, at leaſt, as to pals any Sentence about 
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its ebe or Unlauſulieſi: and it can never follow from ih 
that they determined it to be lawful : And the? we have} 
Ground to doubt, but that theſe who took the Maſsn-9ath we 
admitted, as well as Burgeſſes, to {wear the national Coveng 
and Solemn League; it does not follow, That our Reformers 4 
termined the Læwfulueſz of the Maſon-Oath, but that they nes 
made any judicial Determination whether it was lawful or a 
Beſides, theſe Arguments of Mr. Er5kine's will never prove, Th 
theſe who have ſworn the Bond for renewing our Covenants, j 
which we {wear to contead and teſtiſʒ againſt the defective a 
corrupt Proſellion of Religion in the eſtabliſhed Church, can, 1 8 
a Conſiſtency with this Oath of the Bond, ſwear that Clauſe | in tl A | 
Burgeſs-Oath; in which they ſwear, That they profeſs, and ally 
weich their Heart, the true Religion preſently profeſſedin this Real 
and authoriſed hy the Laws thereof, and that they ſhall abide 
this Prafeſſion to their Life's End; that is, To ſwear an _Approl 
tion 9 the Proſeſſion of Religion in the eſtabiiſhed Church, : 
yet ſwear a Teſtimsuy againſt it. Our Reformers never had 
Quetiion of jnch a Nature about this Clauſe to conſider ; becai 
the Circumitances- of their Times differed ſo much from an 
and { jeeing! the /efcrmaticn that was rettored and made Aden 
ces in th c Period betwixt the Nears 1638 and 1550, is buried. Presbyt 
the preſent m. ational Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion : 8 may be 
that thele Arguments of Mr. Erskine's, cannot poſſibly c 
elude. 


all knowthe Hreſe ſion of Religion is very variable. As to th 
Reflectiems aur Brother makes, about impoſing a new Tem 
Communion ; the Act and Sentence of the Synod dips no furt : 
in that Matter than to ern their People againſt ſuch Syearivg 
Aud to preſeribe as necetlary for thoſe. who have inadvertent 
{worn that Clauſe, to ſee, and in ſome fwiicble Manner expreſi 
2 of their Miſtake through inadvertency ! in {weary 
dhe lame, beine they be admitted to ſwear the Bond; for i 
newving our Covenants, which contains an open Teitimony 
bel the Sg DE. in this Clauſe : And the Synod was un 
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As to the Treatment our Brother gives the Synod, in cala The 
them-trequentiy by the Name of thirteen Brethren ; and the Mis, Tha 
omferate Heut that runs thro' the whole of his Paper ; it is nopreſer v. 
necellary to ſay any Thing, but in recommending to him to thifMkeſor:; 
| more coli of his Conduct; and to take it as a Hint to him pcoſl. 
nat he has /eft his May, when he is become ſo unlike Wie That 1 

8 118 Conduct and Behaviour. ynods. 
Mr. Erslinefays, The Divine Law is invariable : But bo As t! 
ever, the Circumſtunces of the Church are not invar iable : 3 and Reform 
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s Neaſon Second. 9 eh 3 
in abſolute Neceſſity. to uſe this Caution; that People might 
dt, raſhly and by Ignorance or Miſtake, bind their Conſciences 

two Gaths contruuictory to one another. As for many ſtrong 
wrefſions of Mr. Erkine's; it is better to paſs by them, than 
ing out Reflections upon our Brother, ſeeing the Cauſe itſelf 
es not ſuffer by the ſtrongeit I erds that bear ns Argument in 
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s the above Sentence of Syned caſts a Slur upon the 
Whole Witneſſes of the Reformation, as guilty of 
ſmearing contradictory Oaths and Covenants ; ſo this Deciſion 
was gone into, with a manifeſt Neglect and Contempt of the 
harrier-Acts of tho Reformation, made by our wife and wor- 
thy Forefathers, on Purpoſe: to prevent Debates and Diviſions 
about Novations or new Things that might readily (tart up in 
the Church. In the Tear 1639, The gencral Aſſembly enacts 
nd ordains, That mo Novation, which may diſturb the 3 75 1 
the Church, and make Diviſion, be ſaddonly enacted and proponed 5 
but ſo as the Molion be firſt communicated io the ſeveral Synods, 
Presbyteries ant Atrks, Cor Kiri-Seffions ), that the Matter 
may be were er ail et Home, and Commiſſioners may come Tell 
repared, uiuninuy de cguclude a ſolid Determination upon theſe ' 
l General Afernbly. nt SS ered any, 
« The Deſign of this Act, (as is declared in the Preamble, 
b That the intended Reformation, being recovered, may be 
preferved and cltabliſhed. And fo zealons were our worthy 
Reforrmaers in that Period, as to this Matter, That this Act is 
epreſly renewed, Auguſt 6th, 1641, with this expreſs Addition, 
ke foreflors of this Act be cenſured by Presbyteries and 
Synods, | | . | e 
* As theſe Barrier Hels were wiſely laid, for preſerving the 
leſormat ion attained to, and for preventing Rents and Divili- 
ms; ſo it is highly probable, had the Synod walked according 
this Rule as to the Matter in Hand, all the Diſputes, Diviſi- 
Ms and Offences that have enſued ſince this Affair eame upon 
de Carpet, had been happily prevented. But tho? this was 
ted by us, yet our Bretheen diſcovered ſueh an extraordinary 
Keenneſs ol Spirit, that no Motion of this Nature could be 
all liflened unto ; until at Length, without Regard to Barrier 
as or the Peace of the Church, at a certain juncture when 
Wy found they had a Majority of Members on their Side, they 
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we're certainly bound to take all Methods, and to uſe all M 
for its Preſervation, and to avoid every Thing that may bed 


take (I mean the thirteen Members above who made the M 


4 when ſtrenuouſly and importunately urged to ſorbear any 
1 tence until the ſaid Barrier Acts ſhould be obſerved, ſo as bull; 


1539, otdaining that no Novation which may diſturb the Peat 


— — 


12⁰ Aiſuuer to Reaſon Sebid, | © 
K eatry their Point, as was: faid, by a poer Majority Mi.” 
45 Four: | 1 25 8 6 3 T th. For, 
But I'm jealous that our Brethren have made more * 
than good Speed, in ſo doing; for what if it ſhall- be o ;! 
« That the Neglect and Contempt of theſe Barrier Acts, is nota ton) 


an Incroachment upon the Right and Privilege of the diffuk 
Church, plainly pointed at in the foreſaid Barrier Acts, but al 
« 2 Breach of the Oath of the Covenant which they and we hal* 
« ſworn with uplifted Hands to the Majeſty on High. 
None will deny, but that they and we. are {worn to mainta 
« and preſerve the coVenanted Reformation of Scotland; and iſſ 


* trimental or prejudicial thereunto: Now, if the foreſaid Bull 
* rier Acts are of no Uſe, and have no Subſervienay tom 
<« the Preſervation and Eſtabliſhment of the Reformation, and . 835 
« venting Diviſions; either they were in a miſerable Miſtae i 
« making ſuch Barrier Acts, or elſe the Synod in a miſerable M 


* rity) in adventuring to overtop theſe Acts in their Decilalf 


« Presbyteries and Kirk-seſſions might form a deliberate ju,” * 
« ment thereupon. I'm afraid, That, by a teo haſty rolling: 
the Stone, they have made it return upon them to thei 
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ANS WE K to RE A8 ON I _ 


As to Mr. Ershine's Second Reaſon, it has already been! 
; ſwered, That there is a great Variation of the Circu 
ftances of the Church, in her bifEreat Periods ; ſo that hel 
alledged, without any Ground, that the Sentence of the Sy 
eafts a Slur upon the whole Witneſſes of the Reformation, 
guilty of ſwearing contradiftqry Oaths and Covenants. Neil 
Can it be admitted, That the Decifion ef the Synod was gon 
to with a manifeſt Neglect and Contempt. of the Act of Aſſen 


the Church, and mate Diviſion; be ſuddenly enafted and | 
poned; but ſo as the Motion be firlt communicated to the jet 
Synode, Presbyteries and Kirks, or that the Matter may be 
proved by all at Home, and Commiſſioners may come well prepM 
wnanimouſly te cenclude a ſolid Determination upon theſe Points il 
General Aſſembly. TO 
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For, to ſet the Matter in a proper Light, it muſt be conſidered» 
hat what theſe Acts ſpeak of, (biz. an approving of the Matter at 
owe, in the ſeveral Preibyteries and Kirk-Seſſions, that Commiſſion- 
rs may come ell prepared, unanimouſly to conclude a folid Determi- 
lien,) . muſt, in the Nature of the Thing, relate to Overtures con- 
ming Matters of Order and Government, and not of Doctrine: 
e: ue Kirk-Seffions, which are noticed in this Act, arc not proper- 
Judges ebncerning Doctrine, as Synods or other Rue Judi- 
atures 3 in regard the) are moſtly made up of Ruling Elders, 
heſe Province is to cognoſce upon Matters of Diſcipline and Go- 
ernment. We find the Membly 1697, enacting, That before + 
1 Aſſembly of this Church ſhall paſs auy Acls which are to le 
Winding Rules and Conſtitutions to the Church, the ſame As be firſt 
17 as Overtures to the Aſſembly; and being by them paſt as. 
eh, be remitted to the Conſideration of the ſeveral Presbyteries of © 
W's Church, and their Opinions and Conſent reported by their Com- 
ners to the next General Aſſembly following, who may then paſs 
ane in Ads, if the more general Opinion of the Church thus had; 
ee thereto : And we had ſeveral Overtures concerning Or- 
and Government tranſmitted to the Presbyteries of the Church. 
W Scotland, ſince that Act, which were never paſſed into Acts of 
Wicmbly. But the Matter under Conſideration, is not a Que- 
about Order and Government, but a Queſtion about Doctrine, I} 
out what is Truth or Error; about the Agreeablene/i of Di, N 
precableneſs of a preſent ſwearing the religious Clauſe in ſmem F| 
nds, ny the Oath of the Coverants; and about 
cle who have adopted a Teſtimony againſt the finful Defeas - 
d Corruptions in the preſent national Profeſſion and Settlement 
(Religion, their ſwearing, in the religious Clauſe of ſome Bur- 
W:-Oaths, a manifeſt Approbation thereof: Nor Can it be reg- 
\Wnably queſtioned, that, in ſuch a Matter of Doctrine and Caſe of, 
Foiſcience, the ſupreme Judicatory are the proper Judges. And 
o Novations in Order may be forborn, without any great Loſs ; 
yas ſeen in the Overtures that were tranſmitted and never ap- 
wed, and it was for the better that ſome of them, at leaſt, wers 
5 ow into Acts: Yet, in Queſtions relative ta Truth and 
ror, Sin and Duty; where the Honour and Glory of God, and 
; W* Conſciences of Men are fiearly concerned; ſomething ought 
e ſpeedily determined; eſpecially when the Queſtion: turns 
on ſo welghty and grave a Point, as the Conſiſtency or 1 
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. Anſwer. to Regſon Second. | 
Our Reverend Brother ſpeaks in ſtrong, Terms, about the 

' 1639 and 1641, concerning Novations, calling them frequety 

Harrier: Acts: But it has been already anſwered, That w 


Acts reſpected Overtures to be tranſmitted to Presbytertes, 


likewiſe Seſlons, relating to Diſcipline, Order and Govermnnat 
and not to Quellions about Doctrine, Truthand Error, and di 
of Conſcience, about what is Sin, or preſent Duty. The f 


Synod that met at Jeruſalem, determined the Queſtion they nfl * 


upon, under the Conduct of the divine Spirit; and no ſuch h 
poſal was made as that of tranſmitting the Affair to all the Px 
Lt and Elderſhips under their Inſpection, to adviſe upon 
deliberately among themſelves, before the Synod ſhould confil 
it. The General Aſſembly of this Church, when they took . 
fore them the Coi/e/ion of Faith compoſed by the Afſemblyt 
Divincs at Heſtniuſter, debated and determined thereupon, 
. they were guided by the divine Spirit, when conſtitute in 
Name of Chriſt ; without remitting any one Article thereof, 
be ſirſt handled and conlidered by Presbyteries and Kirk-Sch 
ens: But had they taken this Courſe, they had receded from! 
Mord as their Rule in that Matter; they had opened a Door 
Sectarianiſis, and endleſs Confuſion ; and, in that Caſe, we ha 
Ground ta think the {aid Conſeſſion of Faith had not been dg 
ted by the Church of Swt/:nd, to this Day. ; | 

Moreover, the Synod has, ju the preſent Affair, walked age 
ably to our Confeſſion of Faith which contains That it bean 

10 Synods miniſlerially io determine Controverſies of Faith, | 
ales of Conſcience. 5 98 3 

5 dt ca obſerved the true Meaning of theſe As abo 

Novations ; there is no Need of ſaying any Thing further, as! 

whatConſequences Mr. Erskinecome3 to deduce, from his miſtak 

their true Senfe and Meaning, and from his Miſapplicationt 


them. It is to be regreted, That our Reverend Brother ſhoulddl 


cover his Temper ſo far, as in ſaying, That at a certain Funthr 
«hen they found they had a Majority of Members on their Side, ti 
eerry their Point by a poor Majority of Four: For as the Queliit 


was ſtated betwixt Deciſion and Delays, and as fundry Mende 


interfered not then in the Reaſoning ; It was known ben 
when the Queſtion was put, how it would carry: And that! 


Matter had beet) ſully heard and conlidered ; that there we 
weighty Grounds for proceeding to a-Decifion ; and that the th 


Meeting ofthe Synod for further conſidering, and for deciding i 
Affair in'{omc Shape or other, under the divine Conduct, 
agreed upon and appointed by univerſal Conſent; pA. 
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pundleſs, 


REASON Il. 


3. HE Eſſence or Subſtance of what is ſworn, in the 
Foe: « condemned Clauſe of the Burgeſs-Oath, is, 
That the Swearer 'profeſſes that he allows "with his Heart the 
true Religion preſently profeſſed within this Realm, &c. I 
know not if theſe thirteen Brethren who carried the condem- 


patory Sentence againſt this Clauſe of the Oath as ſinſul, did 


duly conſider before their Sentence, that both they and we 
have, by folemn Covenant, adopted theſe very Words, (ab- 
rating frem-the Word preſently), as the true and faithful De- 
ſcription of the viſible Church of Chriſt, the Family of God 


27. Sect. 2d, and Larger Cat. in Anſwer to that Queſtion, 
What is the viſible Church? The Anſwer is, That it is 4 Soci- 
ety made up H all ſuch as in all Ages, and Places ef the World, 
<> profeſs the true Religion, and of their Children. Now, if 


I would gladly know what makes the fame Words ſinful, 
when adopted or transferred into the Burgeſs-Oath ; for the 
whole of the firft Clauſe anent Religion is condemned, with- 
out Exception, as ſinful. 


theſe Words; profe/5 the true Religion, are too vague and in- 


"I definito, and do not afford a diſtinct enough Idea of what the 


"I true Religion is. But, if they be fo in the Zurgeſs-Oath, they 


"there being nothing added to theſe Words in our Standards iv 


bas ſworn and ſaid, before God and the World, [I believe with 
Iny Heart, that the viſible Church of Chriſt in Scotland, (or 


Wie true Religion, and their Children. ] This being the Cate 


0 tell us they are too indefinite. 

profelſed, &c. as if this Word or Clauſe, were an Homologa- 
Jon of the preſent State of Religion in the eſtabliſhed Church, 
mder the Countenatice of Civil Lay and Authority, againſt 


out of which there is no Salvation, See Conf. of Faith, Chap, 
theſe Wards be lawſul in our Le covenanted Standards, 


* I know it is faid by ſome, that the Oath is ſinful, becauſe. 


mult be ſo likewiſe in the Confeſſion of Faith, and Catechiſin; 
limit them, in the Deſcription given of the viſible Church of. 
Chriſt, Every Man who has {worn the Covenant or Bond, 
my other Place of the World), confiſts of all theſe who profeſs 


With us all who have entred into the Bond, it is out of Time | 


Others tell us, That the Snake lies in the Word, preſently | 
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town above: 80 that the Reflactions now thrown out are whol! „ N {| 
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* N © Reaſon Third." | 
* b whoſe DeſeQions we have lifted up a Teſtimony, and fi 
„whom we have made a Seceſſion ; and therefore this Clan 

J does not agree unto, or conſiſt with, an entring into the Bon 

for renewing our ſolemn Covenants._ 

„ * Untoall which it is anſwered, (Firſt,) when, at the 5 

„ newing of the Bond, we all ſwear, that the viſible Chu 


cc 


. of. Chriſt in Scotland, conſiſted of all who pteſeſſed the tn 


Religion; did we not ſwear in verbis de præſanti; as well as th 
Man who ſwears the above religious Clauſe of the Burgeſs-Oath 

(2.) Althe' we made a Seceſſion from the Judicatories oft 
eſtabliſhed Church, yet we never made a Seceſſion from.t 
viſible Church of Chriſt in Scotland, or ſtom thoſe who I 
ſently profeſs the true Religion in Scotland; by no Manneri 
Means. (3.) The Profeſſion of the true Religion, bothi 
i our Standards and the Burgeſs-Oath, inſtead of including, thy 
.. exclude all paſt, preſent or future Peſections therefrom ; 2 


cc 


therefore can be no Homologation of the Defections of dai | 


cc 


„ ftabliſhed Church: And this being the very Caſe, what 


cc 


. noble Handle might the Aſſociate Synod and Presbyteries hay 
% made of this Clauſe, with all the conſciencious Burgers cu 
., cerned in it. thro Scotland; to adept a Teſtimeny for the tn 
Religion of the Reformation, i in Oppoſition unto all the De 


fections from it by the eſtabliſhed Church; ſeeing they hadi 
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ready ſworn materially to do ſo, by the firſt Clauſe 0 he 
. Burgeſs-Oath? Whereas, inſtead of this, by the Deciſion d i 
-, the Synod proteſted againft, a Bar and ſtumblin Block i 
caſt in their Way, by putting an uncharitable Gloſs upon the 
. Words of the Oath, which they will not bear, either as the 

ſtand in the Oath itſelf, or in our approven Standards. (4 
Whereas it is alledged, that theſe Words, [The true Relig 
.. preſently profeſſed within this Realm, and authoriſed by the Lan ducs, 
4 thereof J., muſt needs have a Relation to the Church eſtablil. 


und in 
.. ed by Law: In anſwer to this, it is to be carefully obſerve} he a 
„ what it is that the Civil Law authoriſes with Relation to Re the © 
„ ligion, either now:or in former Periods fince the Reformation. the L 

0 It is not ſimply Men proſeſſing what they pleaſe, that are auths eligicg 

i riſed by theLaws of this Realm ; but Men. proſeſſing the true Re Jed in 

:; ligion, or profeſſing the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Presby N wide! 

. x terian Government of the Church of Scotland. As for the preſa e to tł 
+ Defedtionsof the Judicatories, either in Point of Doctrine, Wa. ment, 
i ſhip, Diſcipline or Government, altho they be ſcreened by thok ought 
13 in Authority, and too much patronized by them in their Wajj He al 
vet theſe Deſedtions and Corruptions have no Authority {rom r Stan 
8 the Laws authoring the true Religion, and the Probe , P. 
.— £22 < the col; 
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ce 


hereof; the very contrary is the Truth. Fer, if it ſhould: 1h 
Woleaſe God to pour aut a Spirit of Reformation upon our Sove- 
Wreign King George, and our Parliament and Rulers, they could. 
Woblige the Judicatories, . by the Laws that are in Being, to re- 
Jom the Defections and Corruptions we teſtify againſt. (5. 
Wit is owned, That in many that are even among the beſt Acta 
Wof civil Authority fince the Reformation ſecuring Religion, 
there are Clauſes that are evidently finful ; but is either the: - 
civil Authority itſelf, or their Acts in Favours of the true Reli- 
gon, to be rejected on the Account of theſe ſinful Imperfections? 
Joe 1 am this is no Reformation- Principle; otherwiſe our 
Wccforming Fore-fathers had never made fo great Account of 
theſe Acts of Parliament, in Favours. of Religion, mentioned: 
or quoted in the. Preamble of the National Covenant, Anno 
1638; in which Acts of Parliament there are a great many bad 
Things, as well as good Things; but they had learned, and fo. 
ſhould we, to diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil, and to take 
the Benefit of what was good in theſe Adts, and to forbear 
the evil. (6.) Theſe very Words which deſine the viſible 
Church by the Profeſſion of the true Religion, are Words whicli 
the Law authoriſes in the Ratification of our Weſtminſter Con- 
ſeſſion of Faith; and therefore, it muſt be a Truth that is' 
ſworn, when we {wear to the true Religion preſently profeſſed> : 
add authoriſed by Law.“ 2 e 


"ANSWER toRAEASON II. 


THE Way in which Mr. Erſkine has laid this Third Rea- 
L fon, opens a Door for a very ealy Anſwer unto it. He 
gues, That the Words, profeſſing the true Religion, are to be 
Ind in the Gonfefion of Faith, as well as in the Burgeſi-Oath,, * 
ut he acknowledges that the Words, preſently profeſſed, are not 
ehe Confeſſion of Faith; and neither ate the. Words, authoriſed: 
% Laws of this Realm: But theſe Words, profeſſing the true 
eltgizn, and theſe other Words, the true Religion preſently pro- 
fed in this Realm, and authoriſed by the Laws thereof, are Words” 
Þ widely different, that there can be no juſt Reaſoning from the 
eto the other ; And this may be a ſufficient Anſwer to the Ar- 
„ment, and to all that he has ſaid upon this, Reafon, as he has 
Wought fit to branch it out. V 


" o , 


P | 

He alledges, That the Profeſſon of the true Religion, both inn 
| Standards and in the Burgeſs-Oath, doth excl ade all Deco. 
nt, paſt, preſent, or future, ſo that it caa be no Homologa. 


„„ Anfwer to Regin Third. 


tion of the Defections of the eſtabliſhed Church: And (al Now, 1 
be) this being the very Cafe, what a noble Handle might the N 
feciate Synod and Presbyteries have made of this Clauſe, with r i 
the. conſciencious Burgers, to adipt a Teſtimony for the trus Ri" Efto 
gion, in Oppoſition to all the Defections from it by the eftablifd"% 3 b 
Church ſeeing they had already fivorn materially to db ſo, by bin th 
firſt Clauſe of their Burgeſs-Oath. But before Mr. Er/kine M would 
advanced this, he ſhould have conſidered that the Aſſochl aw t 


Synod, in their Bond for renewing our Coyenants and accord wi 
to the Confe//ion of Sins prefixed thereto, have agreed, that j $ Real 
who are admitted into the ſuid Bond, whether Burgeſſes Ie Tin 
others, ſhall ſwear, that they ſhall, according to their ſeven gent F 
Stations, Places and Callings, contend and teſtify againſt it, Naſeque 
among the Deſcctiens of this Land; That “ when the Eſtat ere in 
* of the Nation were met in a free Parliament in the Year 169 ght of 
Hur Presbyterial Church-Government was ſettled according t ceded f 
« its civil Eſtabliſhment in the Year 1592, and all the Sten As *2 
* of Reformation attained to in that covenanting Period bee Judi 
* twixt 1638 and 1650, were neglected and paſt by; yea, in Pefetto 
the ſaid Settlement of Presbytery, all that was done again int by 
* a covenanted Work of Reformation, in the firſt Seſſion e la 

udicato 


Parliament of King Charles after his Reſtoration, is leſt un 
% touched; particularly the infamous Act Reciſſory, whereby 
« the Acts and Deeds of the foreſaid covenanting Period are de- 
_ « ehared null and void, is neverrepealed ; allo that impious and 
- * wicked Act, the ſecond Act of the ſecond Seſſion of the ſame 
Parliament, declaring null and void the Proceedings of that 
* ſaithful Aſſembly at Glaſgow in the Year 1638, and all other 
Acts and Deeds of that reforming Period, ſtands in the Body 
of our Scots Laws to this very Day: And that they ſhall, in 
like Manner, contend and teſtify againſt it as among the Des 
tections of this Land, That, ** when the firſt General Aſſembly 
„of this Church did meet, the fame Year 1690, They fat down 
upon the above civil Eſtabliſhment, without remonſtrating wi 
« gainſt what was defective in the ſame ;----nor did they, by 
« any expreſs Act, aſſert Zion's King to be what he is, the alin * 
Hing and Head of his Church; neither did they aſſert the d 
vine Right of Presbytery, nor the intrinſick Power of the 


e Rev: 
fective 
0d, th 
the ( 
an is 1 
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„Church, with reſpect to the calling of her national Aſſem. And 
« blies; which are two ſpecial Branches of the Redeemer's glo- 7 
« rious IIcadibip in and over his Church.” At fir renewing Wy le 
the national Covenant, &c. Pages 110, 101 and 102, com- 12 


pared, 


* py Nos u of 


Reaſon, that the Profe ſion of, Religion ſworn io in the Burgeſi- 


oil E£/10bli/bment thereof in the Tear 1690, and as it profently 
ads; becauſe that, and no other, is the Proſeſſion of Religion 
in this Realm pre/prtly authoriſed by the Laws thereof. And 
Ml would be a moſt ſinſul Inpoſition upon conſciencious Burgeſſes, 
Wh draw them into ſuch a Snare, as to {wear that they ane and 
ih their Heart, the true Religion preſently profeſſed within 
KRealm, and authoriſed by the Laws thereof; and yet at the 


% Proſeſſon of Religion, which is made according to, and 
SWnſequent upon the ſoreſaid Settlement of Church and State; 
Mherein particularly, the late covenanting Period, the divine 
ght of Presbytery and the intrinſick Power of the Church, are 
Weeded from and: buried, - © 1 721 e 

I to what Mr. Erskine alledges, that our Rulers could oblige 
We judicatories, by the Laws that are in Being, to reform. the 
. Weſetions and Corruptions of the Church which are teſtified a- 
Winſt by thoſe of the Seceſſion ; it is anſwered, for Inſtance, That it 


udicatories. to reform from their Defoction, in ſitting down upon 
Wc Revolution-Settlement, without remonſtrating againſt what was 
ſeQive in the fame; by which Defection, the covenanting Pe- 
od, the divine Right of Presbytery, and the intrinſick Power 
[the Church, are given up and buried: And whis ſad Deſec- 
on is manifeſtly tcititied againſt by theſe of the Scceſſion, in the 
r and Teſtimony: Nor will Mr. Erskine, by any Endeavours, 


ation of this Prefegion and Settlement, in the Burgeſs-Oath ; 
to ſwear a Teſtimony againſt the ſame, in the Bond for rene w- 
our Covenants. And though there may be bad Things as 
| 15 good Things in ſome of the beſt Acts of Parliament, and 
e may take the Benefit of what is good in theſe Acts; yet this 
il never prove that we ought to be guilty of fo bad a Thing, as 
wear a general Approbation of ſuch Acts as have been menti- 
ed, and to ſwear, two Oalſu, the one of which is. inconſiſtent 
th the other. | 


„ ſeeing the true Religion is not there circumſeribed, by being 


Wrijed by the Laws there, there cannot be fo much as the Sha- 
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is no other but the Proſeſſion of Religion according to tbe 


Wne Time to ſwear that they will contend and teftify . againſt the 


very certain there are 19 Laws in Being that could oblige the 


ever able to make it con/ient, for the Seceders to ſwear an Ap- 


And as, though theſe, Words, profe;3 the true Religian, be a Part 
the Definition of the viſible Church in the Conſeſſion of Faith; 


etruc Religion preſently profeſſed in this Realm, and preſently au- 


of an, Argument iu this Oblervation of Mr. Erking's : So 


Now, it 2 that any Man can reſuſe, with any Shew © ; i 
ty ; 
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3 Tegen Fourth. „ 
altho theſe very Words which define the viſible Church He 
Profeſſion of the true Religion, are Words which the Law aw 
riſeth in the Ratification of our Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Fai 
yet it will not from this follow,” that it is warrantable for Sec g 8. 
o ſwear the religious Clauſe of a Burgeſs-Oath : © Becauſe ff 3... ©:ic, 
certain, that while the Law keeps by the foreſaid Words of 
Confeſſion, as to the viſible Church in general; it is evident fi 
the Law itſelf, that no better can be underſtood by the Lay, aj 
the Proſeſſion of the true Religion, than ſuch a Profeſſion thi 
of as is conſiſtent, particularly, with-burying the late covenant 
Period, the divine Right of Presbytery, and the intrinſick Po 
of the Church. "ES 1 


again 
he did. 
his oth 
« He 
far inte 


„ 40. J T Nto all that has been ſaid, I ſhall add, That, fin ie 


on firſt to laſt, there appeared ſo much Paſſion u Mea" 
« Partiality, ſo much of a lying in wait to catch Advantage | Reſol; 
carrying their Point, in thoſe Brethren (at leaſt ſome of then 1,7 
who carried the above Deciſion, as convinces me, that the o 
« was more of Party-Intereſt in the whole Matter, than d He 
Thing of true Zeal, which is always accompanied with Med, 


REASON VV. 


| | int 
« neſs of Wiſdom and mutual Forbeararice. If there was n Bf 
* ſomething of this in the Caſe in Hand, how came it about, ti , ; 5 


„the two Brethren who had paſſed an ultroneous Sentence Mini 
* gainſt the Burgeſs-Oath at Ceres, puſhed a Reference of th 
Affair to the Synod, in a Meeting of four Miniſters and 
« Elder, when they knew that their Presbytery, at two full Me 
« ings before, had refuſed to refer it to the Synod ? And yl: 
even then they carried the Reference only by the Vote os 
i Elder, who lived upon the Spot, at Abernethy ; the other ti 


* Miniſters preſent diſſenting from the Reference. What d — 
« ſuch Management be called by impartial Obſervers, but à m Jud 
„ Party-catch? Much after the ſame Manner was the Deciiq wha 
i carried at N by April laſt Year. When the Synod we b 5 
* together in a Body the firſt Week, thoſe Brethren were va be 
* {mooth, and ſeemed inclined to liſten unto Overtures of Peach lien 
But on the ſecond Week, when ſome Members were not f an 
< turned from their Charges, which they went to ſupply on $i 5 
* bath, and by that Means they had a Majority; no Overtugh E 
for Peace or Unanimity at all were propoſed, or, when pio 0 


ſed by thoſe who are now Diſſenters, could be liſtened to M. 
them; but a preſent Deciſion was puſhed with the: grearelt N 6 
olence ; as is more fully cleared in the Narrative of the Ra 1 0 
— | | EY WO „%% 
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* . Reaſon Fourth: 5 bh. 


ö s of Diſſent and. Proteſtation of the above ſeven Members 


Win the Judicatures of the Eftabliſhment, from which we have 
W {ccded, to {ical a March upon thoſe who were called the ho- 
Wh side. Wo's me that I have ſeen the ſame fraudulent 
UW Fractice followed in the Aſſociate Synod; eſpecially after ſo- 
ken Covenanting. | 1 
How mclancholy is it, to ſee one of the firſt four, who lates 
y witneſſed and contended againſt the Judicatures of the eſta- 
"JM bliſh-d Church, and made a Secethon from them, deſtroying 
again what he then built, and contradicting the Teſtimonies : 
he did. then bear againſt the Judicatures in Conjunction with 
his other three Brethren ? i 3 - 
He and they at that Time witneſſed againſt the Judicatures, 
far interpsſing the Authority of the Church in Things not evident. 
% founded upon the Mord of God, and their excluding all from their 
W judicatures who had not Freedom to compiy with their arbitrary 
Meaſures, whereby they trode in the Steps of the publick 
Reſolationers againſt the Proteſters: See Mr. Ebenezer Er- 
*zne's and Mr: Fiſher's Repreſentation given in to the Com- 
.miſion, Auguſt 8. 1733, the printed Copy, Page 15 
« He and we at that Time jeintly complained and teſtified 
againſt the Judicatures, for adventuring to determine a Point 
which, ſo far as we knew, was not at that Time determined 
by this Church in any of her Acts of Aſſembly, namely, That 
Aliniſters are not, upon ſome proper Occaſions, to declare from 
» 1 Pulpit the Evil and Sinfulneſs of a particular Act of Aſſems 
, Cc, See Mr. William Wilſon's and Mr. Alexander Mon- 
WW cr1ef's Repreſentation tothe Commiſſion of Aſſembly, Auguſt 
Sch 1733, printed Copy, page 36. He and we at that Time, 
reckoned it eſſential to the Validity of a Law, That the Mind 
the diffuſed Church ſhould be had, and that Commiſſioners 
A from Presbyteries, Oc. ſhould act in a Conſiſtency with the 
Judgment ef their Conſtitutents; That all Overtures which are 
deſigned to be paſſed into Laws, be firſt tranſmitted unto Preſ- 


160 


from Presbyteries can de jure act, independent of their Con- 
ltituents, a particular Aſſembly may overturn our Presbyteri- 
an Conſtitution, &c. We.cannot imagine, that Men, by be- 
ing Members of Aſſemblies, have 1% facto a Privilege to 
Hotd it over God's Heritage, or to act in an abſolute and atbi-. 
trary Manner. See more to this Purpoſe, page 18 and 56 of 
Mr. IVilſon's and Mr. Moncrieff*s Repreſentation. How that 
Prother, er others, will be capable to reconcile his Teſtimony 
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prelent. This was the common Method of the corrupt Party = 


byteries for their Opinipn thereupon ; That if Coramiſſioners + 
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- 130 | Reaſon Fourth, : : 
s againſt the nt then, with his and their Proceeding... t 
* now, when they have the Helm of a Majority on their Sit, ten 
te 


he and they are belt able to tell. For my Part, I cannot yy 
« tend to reconcile them. „ 
Was it unwatrantable for the Judicatures ef the Church; 
& theſe Days, when we were Pannels before them; to interna 
„ the Authority of the Church in Things not evidently fou 
' & ed on the Word of God; and yet lawful now to condemn t 
e firſt Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, as ſinſal, without adduci 
* one Text of Scripture, or one Article of our approven Sta 
* ards, to which it is repugnant ? 
Was It unwarrantable for the Judicatures to exclude all M Neſer il 
* had not Freedom to conply with ſuch arbitrary Meaſure 
And yet is it lawful now to caſt out all from the Duty of Mond 
© venanting, and conſequently from Church-Communion, wh 
cannot ſee the Sinfulneſs of the condemned Clauſe of the zune W 
D gels-Oath ? | TG 
Was it unlawful at that Time for the Judicatures to dem 
* mine in a Matter never before determined in any Acts of Af 
% ſembly? And yet can it be lawful now to determine the fii 
© Clauſe ofthe Burgeſs-Oath ſinful, when that Matter was not c 
% ly never determined to be ſinful, but, on the contrary, ſuſtaing 
* to be lawful through all-the reforming Perieds, as was clear 
* in the firſt Reaſon ! 3 . 
Was it unlawful for the Judicatures to break through th 
* Rarrier-Acts of Reformation, and to make Laws of public 
* Concern to the whole diffuſed Church, without firſt refer 
% theſe Matters to Presbyteries and Kirk-Seſſions? And ye 
can it be lawful for thirteen Members, by way of a Catch, to 
termine in a Matter of, publick Concern, and to impoſe the 
« Deciſion upon the whole Church, as a Term of Miniſter 
& and Chriſtian-Communion, while yet the Mind of the difful 
Church was never asked, yea when a Motion to this End 
« ſtrenuouſly oppoſed, particularly by the Brother who tetike 
* againft the Judicatures as above? „ 
I own theſe Things are Paradoxes to me, which I am n 
capable to reſol ve. | ” 1 
ANSW E R to R EAS ON IV. 
JJ Hereas Mr. Erſkine, in his fourth Reaſon, complains « 
10 Mome of his Brethren, for alledged Paſſion and Partially con, 
ty, this RefleCtion has been ſufficiently cleared before; but The 
were to be wiſhed that more of a Spirit of Meekneſs, and leß ne of 
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ny "Temper, had appeared in this very Paper of his. As he C 199M 


beet to load two of his Brethren, with paſſing. an ultron 
gentence againſt the Burgeſs-Oath, and unduly puſhing an Over- 


ſociate Presbytery of Dunfermline, at two full Meetings before, 


> think, that it will appear from the Minutes of the ſaid Presby - 
ery, that the Queſtion concerning the Overture of this Affair ta 
e Synod was never before the Presbytery, till that Meeting 
hen the Reference was'made ; and though it was athin Meeting, 


e Buſineſs belonging to them, of which this was a Part, to 


onſcience, eſpecially as no other Meeting of the Presbytery 
ould be had before the enſuing Meeting of Synod, while the der 
ining this Queſtion was neceſſary for regular Procedure in 
he Work of renewing our Covenants. And the Brethren hav- 
ag acted in the whole of this Affair, as they conceived was their 
Duty to do in a Cafe of Conſcience, which at beſt was very 
Woubtful; the Synod having upon jult Grounds determin- 
d, as in their Act and Sentence, the Unlawfulneſs ef ſwearing 
he Burgeſs-Oath in its religious Clauſe, have thereby cleared 
Wieſe Brethren from the groundleſs Reflections caſt upon them in 
is Matter. Concerning what is alledged by Mr. £r/kine, as 
o mere Party- Catch, the Synod wiſh more Caution and Sobriety 
ad been uſed abeut ſuch Reflections; and they refer to what is 
hid above, for vindicating the Procedure of the Synod on the 
ond Week, in determining the Queſtion that was under their 
onſideration, and with a View to the determining of which the 
ad continued their Meeting that Week,” In what he ſays with 
erence to Overtures of Peace, he might have ſpared himſelf that 
Trouble; for the Synod having juſtly determined, as in their Act 
nd Sentence, the Sinfulneſs of ſwearing the Burgeſs-Oath in its 
Meligious Clauſe, it is evident that theſe Overtures were all un- 
Juitable and vain; ſeeing there could not poſſibly be any Mid? be- 
wixt Sin and Duty in the Caſe under Conſideration, betwixt the 
onfiltency and Incenſiſteney of preſently ſwearing that religious 


t was by no Means in the Power of the Members of Synod, to 
Impromiſe and take up Matters among themſelves, wherein the 
lery of God and the Peace of Mens Conſciences were fo decp- 
concerned, A 
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K 2 


* 


ad refuſed to refer it to the Synod: The Synod have Reaſon 


Feſer chat Affair to the Synod as proper Judges in ſuch a Caſe of 


lauſe and ſwearing the Bond for renewing our Covenants: And 


re of that Affair to the Synod ; and as he alledges, that tlie A 


yet it was ſtill the Presbytery ; and it was their Duty to expede. 


The Synod find no Ground for Mr. Erſkine's Reflaction upon 
ne of the firſt far who witneſſed againſt the Judicatures of the 

x labliſhed Church: For though hs jeined in witneſſing a gainſt 
1 | | , | them of 
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tinem, for interpeſing the Authority of the Church in Thing Me Scrif 
evidently founded upon the Word of God; yet it is very Mlany pal 


* 


Aiftent therewith, that he ſhould join this witnelling Synod, Nipectint 
condemning a preſent ſwearing the religions Clauſe of fume to take 
- pels-Oaths, as the ſame is evidently incanſiſtent with entryfffithercof 
n. o the Bond for renewing our Covenants ; which is there are ſuf 
a Practice evidently condemned by the Mord of God, and eu ſounde 
ti ry to our received Principles; yea à Practice even ſbveiſiſ in the 
of the Principles upon which all human Societies are foundedu And 
do ſubſiſt; for if Men were once taught to uſe ſuch a ſinſul A once a. 
indecent Freedom in the ſwearing of ſolemn Oaths, all hum oſ thoſ 
Societies ſhould come to be diſolved, and there ſhould beg 
more Faith among Men, nor ſhould one Man put any Truſt a 
Confidence in another. And whether this Point of Sinſulnd : 
was eyer determined in the Church before, as the Brother argu * N 
it was not, is a Matter of no Moment; for the Synod hag «© 

found, upon the juſteſt Grounds, that the ſaid Practice is a 


demned by the Word of Co; and ſeeing God in his Provide «© 1 

has now brought this Work of Darkneſs to Light, we are “ Sy1 

have 10 Feilowſhip with the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, M Ro: 
pught {6 can to reprove tem, | * Go 

Mr. Erjkine proceeds to affirm, that the ſaid Brother, with“ eve 

_ thers, reckoned it eſſential to the Validity of a Law, that M“ as 
Mind of the ditfuſed Church ſhould be had; and he citcs to th the 

Purpoſe, Page 18 and 56 of Mr. Wilſon's and Mr. Moncrieff © Ne 

Repreſentation ; but he ſhould have faid Page 18 of Mr. EVE be 

Repreſentation, and Page 56 of Mr. Wilſon and Mr. Moncrief © th: 

Repreſentation ought not to have been added, ſeeing 20 /,“ fol 

Thing is to be found in the ſaid Page: But upon all this, “ th. 

Synod refers to what has been ſaid above, in Anſwer to M“ Pe 

Erſkine's Objection concerning what he calls the Barrter-At I 

which plainly coincides with what he advanees here. As to “ be 

Complaint, that Texts of Scripture were not addv:cd in c“ Gi 

gemning the preſent ſwearing of the foreſaid Clauſe ; the Syud © P, 
have laid their Sentence in ſuch Terms, as may Point gut toll © th 

the Equity of their Judgment about the Inconſiſtency of (wearingff © E. 

the religious Clauſe of a Burgeſs-Oath, wherein particularly “ G 

Revolution-SettJement and Proſeſſion of Religion arc apprivenÞ © of 


with {wearing the Boxd for renew;ng our Covenants, wherein th © of 
Settlement and Profeſſion of Religion are teſfified agdinſt: nl © ti 
if the Synod had come to cite Texts for condemning the PHH“ = 
tice of {wearing ſuch contradictiry Oaths, they might have tran © a 
{cribed and improven the whole moral Law, yea the whole Yo © a 
Hine of the Bible, It was not therefore for want of the (4,00 * E 
2 


e 1 
of Scripture to ſupport the Sentence, that the Synod did not cite ⁵ 


any particular Texts; but becauſe, as may be ſeen from in- 


ſpecting the Acts of Aſſembly, it is not ordinary for Judicatories 


to take into their Sentences a Scheme of the Scripture Grounds 
thereof, and to enumerate the Texts of Scripture by which they 
are ſupported, where it may well be ſuppoſed that they are 


founded upon the general Strain of Truth and Doctrine contained 


in the Holy Scriptures, 

And now, Mr. Erſkine's Paradoxes, ſome of which he repetes 
once and again, are eafily reſolved, as may be to the Satisfaction 
of thoſe who are intelligent and unprejudiced in the Matter. 


R E AS ON V. 

IR. Horn, having conſidered and approven the above 
M Reaſons contained in this Paper, he, in Conjunction 
« with Mr. Erskine, adds what follows. | 
« In Regard that we humbly conceive, That this Act of the 
„ Synod is contrary both to the Unity enjoined by the Apoitle, 
% Rom. XV. 5, 6. and allo to the Comfort of the Church of 
« God, and the ultimate End of what ought to be deſigned b 


« 


10 


« every Member thereof, namely, the declarative Glory of Cod; 


as appears from the above quoted Text of Scripture, where 
« the Apoſtle prays for the Unity of the Members of the Church: 
« New, the God of Patience and Conſolation, ſays he, grant you ts 
« be like minded one toward another, according to Chriſt Jeſus; 
« that ye may with-one Mind and one Mouth glorify God. The 
following Things ſeem plainly to appear from this Petition ot 
the Apoſtle for the Unity of the myſtical Body: In which 
Petition he not only deſcribes that Unity he prays for, one 
Min4 and one Mouth, but alſo ſhews how much God would 
be glorified by ſuch an Union; and in which he addreſſes 


Patience and Conſolation : Thereby, I ſay, he plainly intimates 
the following Things. 1/}, How great Need there is of the 
Exerciſe of Patience, in maintaining Unity in the Church of 


of Patience one towards another: And this he begs the God 
of Patience to give them. And, to endear this Grace of Pa- 
tience to them, 240%, He joins with it another Title of God, 
v1. the Cud of Conſolation ; wherein he points them to that 
abundant Comfort that would reſult to themſelves from ſuch 
a bleſſed Unity, continued in, and maintained by the mutual 
Exeicile of Patience and Forbearance one towards another. 


& And 


God for it, under theſe two very remarkable Titles, The God of 


God; and that their Unity greatly depends upon the Exerciſe 
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Reaſon Fifth, | | 


34 3 | 
And this he enforces from the Pattern and Example of Chriſt, 


and tells them, That God would be eminently glorified there 
by. But this Act of the Synod, as it is a determining of the 
Point ef the Sin fulneſs of that which many of our Brethren can 
not ſee to be linful, and as it cuts off a waiting for them till 
they come to ſce the {ame ; nay is a determining of a Queſti 
on which is entitely new, and anent which, though we differ 
from our Brethren, yet they cannot accuſe us of reſiling from 
any attained-to Point of Reformation ; nay A Queſtion that 
was never decided by any Judicature : This Act, we ſay, being 
the determining of ſuch a Queſtion, and the declaring the fame 
finful, muſt therefore be plainly oppoſite to this Text of Scrip. 
ture; as allo to what the Apoſtle prays for, 1 Cor. i. 10. 
Now, I beſeech you, Brethren, by the Name of our Lord Fefus 


* Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame Thing, and. that there be m 


Diviſions among you, but that ye be perfeclly jained together in 
the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judgment. The Duty, as here 
enſoined, . is excluſive of its Oppoſite, Schiſms and Rents. But 
the Act of Synod manifeſtly makes a Schiſm; (for it is plain, 


that the greater Part are divided as to their Sentiments even 


with Reference to that firſt Clauſe of the Burgeſs-Oath, and 
alſo with Reference to the Synod's Act concerning that firk 
Clauſe ; ) and therefore is contrary to this Text; which im- 


plies Harmony and Agreement of Judgment, Hearts, and 


Langvage, that they lf [peck the ſame Thing; and wherein this 
is enjoined by the ſtrongeſt Motive and Arguments. Now, 
to conflude, ſince it is plain, That this Act of the Synod is: 
dividing Miniſters and People in their Judgments, diſturbing 
and dittracting the Minds both of Miniſters and the Lerd's 
People, and profiting none; it ſeems evidently not to be an 
ſwering the Ends of the Edification of the Body of Chriſt, and 
of the declarative Glory of God, and to the Comfort of none 
of the Lord's People; but to the Grief of the Hearts of nota 
ſew of the Lord's People; while, by oar Conteſts and Jang- 
lings, many of them have been made to fay, 0b I that I had 
IVinss like a Dove, that Tmight fee far hence, and be at reſt ; on, 
Is's me that I ſojourn iu Meſech, &c. And ſince this Act ſeems 
to be diametrically oppofite to the above quoted Texts of 
Scripture, as allo to Pig. ii. 2. we cannot but look upon 
it as finful ; and therefore Cannot bat crave the Reſcinding 
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ANSWER w REASON V. 


E come now to Mr. Ers&tne's laſt Reaſon of Preteſtation, 

in which, (as likewiſe the foregoing) he is joined by 

Mr. Horn. It is in general that they conceive this Act of the Sy- 
nod is contrary to the Unity enjoined by the Apoſtle, Rom. xv. 
5, 6. And the Anſwer is eaſy, That this Unity enjoined by the A- 
poſtle is an Unity according to Chrift Jeſus; an Unity to the 
Glory of God, thatwe may with one Mind and one Mouth glorify 


Cod. But it can by no Means be an Unity accordivg to Chriſt Je- 


fus, to be united in allowing, That thoſe who profeſs his Name 
by teſtiſying againſt the preſent national Profeſſion and Settlement 
of Religion, in which particalarly the late covenanting Period is 
buried, and who ſwezr to this their Teſtimony in the Bond for 
renewing our Covenants, ſhould alſo homologate and approve of the 
faid'Profethon and Settlement of Religion, in ſwearing the religi- 
ous Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths. And it is moſt evident, 
that we cannot with one Mouth /orify God, in the Way of ſwears 
ing a Teſtimony againſt the ſaid Profeſſion and Settlement con- 
junctly with our Brethren Seceders in the Bond forrenewing our 
Covenants, and lie uiſe of ſwearing or allowing to ſwear an Ap- 
probation of the ſaid Profeſhon and Settlement, in the religious 
Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, conjunctly with the Members of 
the eſtabliſned Church, from which we are in a State of Seceſſion 


ſeeing this would be fo far from gloriſ)ing God, that it would be 


an evident diſbononring of God by contradictory Oaths, and a 
Breach of the third Commandment in the very Letter thereof, 
by taking the Nee of the Lord our God in vain. And thus, our 
Biethrens reaſoning from the above and other Texts of Scripture, 
relating to the Unity of the Church, is nothing to the Purpoſe in 
Hand; ſecing the Union that ought to be in the Church is an Ho- 
Union, the Unity of the Spirit, and an Union in the Truth as if 
it in Chriſt, who is the Centre of this Union of the Members 
of the Church one with another. And, if the Act of the Synod 


ſeems, in the Opinion of our Brethren, tobe oppoſite to the above 


and other Texts of Scripture quoted by them; this is wholly ow- 
ing, not to any Inconfiſtency of the Act with theſe Texts of 
Scripture, with which and every other Text of Scripture it doth 
uniformly agree; but it is entirely owing to the Brethrens miſ⸗ 


applying theſe Texts of Scripture, and perverting them to Pur- 


poſes moſt alien from theScope thereof, or from the holy Ends and 
Purpoles of the Spirit of God in dictating them. 8 * 


- Mnfwer to Reaſon Fifth. ' 


the Point of the Sinfulneſs of ſwearing this Clauſe of ſome Bur- 
geſs-Oaths, when many of our Brethren cannot fee it to be fin- 
ful; that it cuts off a waiting for them till they come to ſee the 
Sinfulneſs of it ; that it is a determining of a Queftion which 
is entirely new; and that they cannot, in their differing 
from others in this Affair, be accuſed of reſiling from an) attain- 

d- to Point of Reformation. But it is anſwered, That it is hoped 
theſe Brethren may, by the due Uſe of Means, in a ſhort Time 
come to ſee 2 Thing fo plain and obvious, as the Matter under 
Conſideration ; namely, that it is highly inconſiſtent, and therefore 
ſinful, That Men ſhould ſwear an Approbation of, and Sat:;faftinn 


with the preſent national Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion i» i 


ene Oath, and allo a Diſapprobution oi, and Diſſatisjaction with 
the ſame in anther Oath. Again, the Brethren were long wait- 
ed for, even from the Meeting of the Synod in March 1 7 45,till 
their Meeting in Ahril 1746 ; when, after long and fedious Res- 
ſonings upon the Affair, and that in different Meetings of 


Synod pro re nata, they found it then neceſſary, for different N 


+ weighty Reaſons, to come to ſome final Concluſion as to the Mat. 
ter that had been ſo long under their Conſideration. And ſeeing, 
according to our Conſeſſion of Faith, it belongs to Synods to de- 
termine in Controverſies of Faith and Caſes of Conſcience; it 
mult of Conſequence be their Duty, to give their publlck Judg 
ment as to what of this Sort comes before them, whether it be 
entirely neu, or not: But if the Argument of entirely new had x 
ny Weight in it, it would prove of Courſe, that there ought nat 
to be any new Acts of Synod or Aſſembly, fo as their Buſineſs her 
would be no other than to revive old Acts and Deciſions ; and 
whoever adopts ſuch an Opinion, this Principle of his mult cet: 
tainly be entirely new. And however thoſe . who maintain the 
Conſiſtency of ſwearing the religious Clauſe in ſome Burgels 
Oaihs among Seceders, may pretend otherways; yet, when the 
Caſe is duly conſidered, it will be found, That they are reſin 
from the Teſtimony which we have eſpouſed and avouched 


And it is evident, that they turn aſide from the plain and neceſly 
up the Way to ti 
when 
they pretend a Neceſſity for po/tponing and delgying the Queſtion 
concerning the Conſiſtency or Tuconſiftency of {wearing the relig, 
eus Clauſe in ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, with entring into the Bond 


ry Duty incumbent upon them, of caſting 
Lord's People, and removing S!nmbling-Blocks out of it; 


for renewing our Covenants : Tho' the Seaſonablenels of the B 


45 "HS, "And the Brethren complain, That this Act 18 4 determining | 31 
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ty of renewing our Covenants had been determined ſome Yea 


ago; and this Qeuſtion, has, in the Courſe of Providence, call uf 
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w— CE. n/wer to Reaſon bifth. 1 | 
ſhes Bar in the Way, wich ought thieteforebf Neceſſity td HA ff 
been removed, as the Lord \ſhould direct the Synod when the Mat: 
| 2 came before tllem. 1151755 Fe thigh. | | ts N x "3 | 

The Brethten pretend: That this Act of the Sytipd manifeltly _ 
miles a Schi/m Broauſe; ſay they, the greater Part ure divided © 
4 f their Sentiments with Reference to thut i firſt Clauſe of ithe s * 
. Burge/i-Oath,und -o!fo'with Reference to the Synod's AF concern- 

1 ing the ffr/t Clauſt. But it has not appeared as yet, and we hope 

« Jsever ſhall, that tho greater Part either of the Miniſters or Pers 
e are divided as to their Sentiments, in Oppoſition to the Deci- 
fon of this Affair: And if ſome of the Prople are divided this 
Way, tiiey havertthe proteſting Brethren to thank for it, wo 


. _ _ 
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u bre endeavoured to ork Things moſt plain in themſelves = ||| 
by their groundlefs Cavilings againſt the Sentence of the Synod, | 
+. {hich is founded upon the molt evident Grounds, from the holy if 
11 {Scriptures and our received Principles. But the Brethren ate 1 
4. Nereatly miſtaken, when they load the Act of the Synod with the i 


tand are contributing their Findeavours, to a violent and grounds < 
i eſs Rent in the'Church of Chriſ t. 
Now, to conclude, ſincæ it is plain, That this Act of the Synod =! 
e. has determined à Caſe of Conſcience, which did caſt up in the 
+ © Courſe of Proyidence, as a Bar in the Way of the neceſſary and 
1s. © alonable Duty of renewing our Covrnants ; and ſeeing the ſaid 
be Ad is-evidently moſt neceſſary and reaſonable, and is founded 


' 

| 
Sehiſm-; ſeeing they are the Perſons themſelves who have been i 

| 


* — ata” — * 
2 * — — * 
* 2 2 . 2 = 2 WW. 4 
ERC Woe fre CY oe retry . 4 


pon the moſt juſt and warrantable Grounds; the two Brethren 0 
ot Proteſters, as well as others, ought to receive this Decree of the | 

ce Hod with Reverente and Submiſſion, not only for its Agreement 1 
nd 91th the Word of Cod, but alſo for the Power whereby it is nd, 
ef Jas being an Ordinance of God appointed thereunto in his Word ; as ii 
the expreſſed in our Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 31. Art. 3. And 11 
-; {their Practice is moſt unwarrantable, in diſturbing and diſtrałt. 1 
the | | 
jag ooh groundleſ Accuſations againſt the Synod, and allouing Copies | 


of them to be ſpread in ſome Cities arid moſt populous Places of 
the Kingdom; which cannot tend to anſwer the Ends of the E- 
difextion of the Body of Chriſt, and of promoting the declarative 
The forgoing Reaſofts, with the .Syned's. Anſwers thereto 


ing the Minds of the Lord's People, by writing and drawing up | a 


ieh ore exchuſive of the Notes and additional Anſwer), front 
on age 230, are extracted by © bs 


NN. B. Mat follows, on thit an 
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4 the next tuo Pages, is 5 
taten in immediate Connection with Page 112, as completuſllylledge 
the additional Anſwer to Reaſon Ninth. _ Rr 
3. The Argu nent about Forbeatance, from the Practice d Agi 
the Church in the Days of the Apoſtles, has been conſidered A Ke 
ready. And with Reference to the Practice of our own Chuhoving- 
Anno 1638, it is emazing te find alleged, yea and pled from I the 
A commendable Thing, That the Covenant was purpoſely framed feffimitted 1 
admitting thoſe who juſlified, or maintained the Lawfulneſs of, Me 
piſcapaey and the five Articles of Perth : For this is expreſh cn 
trary to the expreſs Letter of the Covenant; as, in the very fi 
Sentence thercof, there is a ſolemn Engagement to forbear the 
Practice and Approbation of theſe Things, in reſerving the pul 
tick Determination of them to free Aſſemblies then in View,- 
according to what has been noticed before, and is explained i 
Mr. Wilſon's Defence, Page 239; nor are the Words cated t 
- Maſters Dickſon and Henderſon diſagreeable hereto, when one 
the Brethrens Parentheſis toward the Cloſe thereof, is taken wt 
But it is no Wonder that the Brethren make ſuch an ado-aganlli 
the Sentenee of Syned, as to the Order thereby taken with ſome 
Burgeſſes, about admitting them into the Bond of the Covenant 
when they come thus to recommend an Union in Covenanting vil 
ſtout Epiſcopatians. | | 45 14905 
The Brethren proceed next to bring the Synod under mol 
groundleſs Impeachments, of Covenant-breaking, and of arbitr 
and dogmatical Conduct beyond the juſt Power of Ecclefiaſti 
Judicatories: But, as ſundry Reflections thrown out under the 
Articles have been obviated already; fo, theſe Articles then 
ſelves will be found expoſed, the one in the Introduction and thai 
tber in the Appendix. | mo 
+ This Paper of Reaſons is concluded with a protended Strain 
 - Lawentation, which yet is a groſs Iuvective againſt the Synod, of 
bout the Method of Procedure in the preſent Affair. Some fol 
Mifrepreſeæntations here laid, as to plain Matters of Fact, hau 
been ckared in the Review of the Preamble : But there is yt 
further Appearance here of a ſtrong Humour for getting the Sl 
nod's Conduct blaclned, and the pretended Iniquity thereof of 
ravatell. i | 
The Cavil is renewed, of more than ordinary Keenneſs F Hi 
it in carrying on this Matter; the Point in Controverſy is rep 
ſented as of /mall Conſequence, tho“ a ſolemn. Oath about the Caul 
ef Chriſt ; the Debate is quarrelled for the Newnef# thereof, tif 
iadeed the Matter properly in Debate, had ns Being in any othqde iat 
Cuuch or any Fumer Period: And theſe Things are ou 4 
1 8 | | ale ONT Ll 
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Aged as giving Reaſon to fear that the Sentence is wholly of th 
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Again; for fupporting the injurious Charge of more thun ordis* 
wy Keerineſs in the Matter, ſundry Things are mentioned as” 

g been upon the Anil; and then it is added, All theſe” Mi 
ud other important Affairs of far greater Concern, could not be ad. 
ited to enter into the Conſideration of the Syndd, as appears from FM 
oi frequent Proteſts againft the Synod"s Sentences delaying' the". 
atter. However, the preſent Affair was certainly of the great-* 
Moncern, when-imiiedidte concerning the uh Teſtimorry _ 

nong our Hands. Andtho' there were two Diſſents, there was + 
ver but one Proteſt againſt delaying the Affair: But theſe Diſ-” 
nts and Proteſt were never any Way againſt taking other Mut. 

into Conſideration, as this was done at each Meeting without 
ny-Oppolition ; nor was ever a Delay moved or gone into, for 
he Sake of getting other Matters conſidered, - but merely becauſe” 
the Brethrens Oppoſition in this Matter. Further, by other 
portant Affairs, they muſt certainly mean other Overtures be- 
ire the Synod, beſide theſe which they now mention: And how! 
he Syned is wronged on this Head, may be ſeen by turning back 

> Page 33. In the next Place, that the Overtures now mei- 
ned were not admitted ſo much as to enter into the Conſide- 

ion of the Synod, is ſo far from holding, that Committees were 
pointed to prepare Draughts of Queſtions for privy Cerifiires, 
nd of Rules for parochial Viſttations ; and the expeding of this - 

Work was twice recommended to theſe Cemmittees; and ſome* 
me Brethren now Proteſters were on ench of theſe Committees, \ 

Wat never moved one Step, about a Meeting of theſe Commit-- 

des, or a preparing any Thing for the Synod on thoſe Subjects: 

id as to the Overture from the Aſſociate Presbyiery of Ciaſ 
ru, about Profeſſor Leechman's Sermon, it freely entred into the 
Conſideration of the Synod, ſo as to be received into their Mi- 
nes at their firſt Meeting; but no further Propoſal about it 
vs afterwards made, far leſs oppoſed. + Es e 

Moreover, when it is told, that the other Things now men- 
oned were then upon the Anvil, but not admitted to enter into 
ie Conſideration of the Synod ; this plainly ſigniſies that Mem!? 

were ſo far left in the Caſe, as to make no Account. of theſe _ 
-poſſeighty Affairs, but to oppo/e the Conſideration thereof, when 
led before them: Whereas, theſe Affairs relative to the late 
thoſklAgtichriſtian Rebellion, were never then introduced, or ſonght o 
hade iat roduced into the Mines ; but they were the. Subject af 
nd etrberate Conference in Synod, and as much was done in them 26 
00:06 then practicable; or could conſiſt with the Difference of Sen, 
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ſerence, yet it was never formally moved in Spod, till theig. 


Time? 


as is explained before, Pages 39, 40 


Presbyterian Principles; as it imports that Unanimity. is prefer: 


| but the contrary; and therefore they mult. all be cure ue 


© poſition made thereto, 


0 4 i bert the Brechren mow: protelingans __ Membey | 


apon theſe BREED: : And as to an Explication of the leffer Caf K 
lech iſen, tho it had been ſometimes oceaſionally himed at in Cg: £- 


Meeting at Stirling in September laſt Year, when a Courſe. wa! 
taken accordingly... — Aſter, all, if ſuch criminal Steps wen - 
taken, how can the Brethren excuſe. themſelves, for: having gi: Brit 
ven 10 Tellimom againſt, them, by Dilley, or Proteli,” 0d be once 


But further, they tell that the comments concied, oper tht 
Belly of their rene Entreaties for u Delay: till a full Mecting 211 
Whereas, at the Meeting where it was carried, they had neither urgeſ⸗ 
ſtrong nor woak Entreaty, nor one Werd about a Delay, till it was the 


- Juſt coming to a Vote; nor was there even then ſo much as d N 


Mord about delaying till 4 full Meeting, but of delay ing becauſe 
none of the other Ouertures which they had propoſed: as a- Me he 
dium for preventing a Rupture could be gone in with; as their I 
Motion at that Time, in the Minutes. ene deu 


The Brethren do next tell, what it is they all along wanted, 
viz. to have the Affair, even the Conſideration thereof, delayed, 
until we ſhould come to ſee, Eye to Eye therein: And this is very ſn 
agreeable to the foregoing Doctrine of Forbearance, tho? not to five 


able to Equity, even about maintaining the Feſtimony eſpouſed; 
2nd.that the Minority in a Judicature ſhould Gi prevail over the i 
Majority, even aſier much Deliberation and Delay, and in 2 n 
Caſe where Conſcience is deeply affected. | 

As to the diſmal Effects and Eames wherewith the Sen. 
tence is loaded, it can have no proper Terdency to produce them, 


Pon the Oppoſition which is made thereto. 

As to the Expoſlulation i in the Cloſe of the Paper, it may *. N 
reme erobred, that 6rotherly Love and Charity did oblige to» poſs, 
and do as much oblige to-/upport the Sentence; for giving 
Check unto, and reclaiming from, the dang, erous Caurſe of the Op- 


Finally, That Deſire of Peace 5 Unity which the Brethren i 
profets, doth ncceſſarily require the Sentence to be removed out & 
the Way, fo as not to make the ſmalleſt Grain of Allowance ſap Fe 
thele whoſe Conſciences are as much ſtraitned on the one Side, ſal 
ah heirs can be on the «ther : But, if their Aſter- Inſiſtings Jar s 
the reverſing of the Sentence, had been in a fair, open and ex. 
Micite Way, Matters had not comes od hs ſuch a melancholy Paſs, 2 
hs Lore 2 now ſtand. kx 2 
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* „ Bi bott was 1 911 ef l W r e 
Brief 111.VSTRATION of the: Aſtciate Synd's Sentence, 
dancer ning the: religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths. 


TA He Reaſons: of Proteſt, againſt the Sentence of the Aſſo - 
1  ciate Synod: concerning the! religious Clauſe, of ſome 
Wurges-Oaths,.are-ſa evidently made; up,of Things quite foreign 
uche true State of the Queition, with grievous Miſapplications, ) 
+ ibs Miſtakes, unjuſt Repreſentations and injurious Reflections; 
Fat there would be need of ſome Apology. far the Length of 

ee Anſwers which have been made unto them; were it not 
Pat, as the Mattet now ſtands, Pratonces come to be much pre- 

ned one. and the Truth embark ed in the preſent Contro- 
2 ly comes, with too Many, to be in Hazard of ſuffering, even 


n 


d, Nyetbe Sound of Words and the Weight of Subſcriptiont. 
In the foregoing;/ Anſwers, not only are the Reaſans over 
ry ſown, but the Sen/ence thereby oppoſed. is illuſtrated: Hows. 


er; it may not be amiſs that, tor the further 1ly/lration-there- | 


r: $6: fome Things be naw, reſumed and briefly enlarged upon. 
d: | Toward the Cloſe. of the ninth Reaſon, the Synad is charged 
he ich very arbitrary: and degmutical Conduct, in paſſing ſuch a Sen- 


mice, when yet at the ſame Time they have. not ſhuwn how this re- 
pious Clauſe: comet neceſſarily in this Period t be uſed and applied, 
in..what Reſpetts it is inconſiſtent with entring into the Bond 
r, renewing our ſolemn Covenants, nor have in the leaſt ſhown, 
in the Lau and Teſtimony or approven Standards agreeable there- 
| how the Conſcience is bound to what they are requiring: And 
Neupon the Synod is accuſed of tranſgreſſing the Extent. of the. 
„ Newer of Ecclefraſtive! Fudicatories according to our old Confelſ. 
a it. 20, in its ſuſtaining: Eccleſiaſtical -Jurisdiftion ſo far as the 
Funcil vROVETEH the: Determination and Commandment that it 
Wiverh by the plain Word of God, and rejecting the ſame in Con- 
en Witutions. repugning to the Word of God. 1 0 
of | However, it is evident that the Brethren had no Shadew. of. 
fa} Meaſon for charging the Syned with ſuch arbitrary and dogmatit 
de, tal Conduct, toward: them; for much Patience was uſed with 
em, ſundry Delays were gone into — merely on their Ac: 
nt, many and lung Feaſonings were had · merely ſoar. their. 
faction; and thus, before the Sentence paſſed, the Matter | 
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thereof was explained to them, ———as alſo, its ff 
ableneſs' unto and Foundation in the Vora of GO N and our 4 


proven Standards, according as the Nature of- the Thing co ill 
fo as might 


require and admit of, was manifeſted to them, 


as alſo, its full Agro 


have been more than ſufficient. Again, as to others who ſhoul(hent i 


come to be concerned therewith, tho the Synod did not take ii 


Scheme of thele Reaſonings and Proofs into the Body of theirfhoo 


Sentence, it was to be taken for granted in common Courſe, that 


Members were to uſe due Pains for removing the Difficulties u 


any, about Acquie/cence in and Obedience unto the ſame: Ar 


o 9 i 


further, the Synod were to have due Ocraſion for explaining and 


vindicating their Sentence, in dealing with the Proteſtations wh 


gainſt it. | / e ee 

But even abſtracting from theſe Things, the foreſaid Quand 
with the Synod's Conduct is very unreaſonable; conſidering that 
the Things held forth in the Sentence are, of themſelves, moſt 
plain and obvious. Every Perſon who allows himſelf to think 
cooll, and freely upon the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oathy 
muſt readily perceive that it is of a current Nature, reſpedting 


what is ſtill the preſent National Profeſſion and Settlement of Re. 


ligion, and neceſſarily undergoing Changes in its Matter and 
Meaning, juſt according as the ſaid Profeſhon and Settlement 


come to be changed; fo that it muſt come neceſſarily, in this Pei 


riod, to be uſed about and applied unto what is now the- preſent 


National Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion, among the Hand 
of the eſtabliſhed Church, taking up Religion under that Fom 


and no otherwiſe. This is a Matter fo very clear from the Word 
of the Clauſe itſelf, that there can be no Difficulty about it, but 
from unnatural Diſtinctions and Refinements, where the Mind 
is ſome how byaſſed unto the Study or Entertainment of them; 
And if the Clauſe comes neceſſarily, in this Period, to be uſed 
and applied as above; then all the other Parts of the Act and 


Seatencc mult inevitably follow, in a moſt native and obviau: 


Courſe. Thus, there can be no Darkneſs about the Synod's Ad, 
but from the Tendency which the Oppoſition made unto it has, 
to darken a Matter of itſelf very plain and eaſy, by getting Peoples 
Minds engaged in a Puddle of Things foreign to the Purpoſe, 


o as to divert them from any near and naked View of the Cale. 


And, conſidering the Plainneſi of the Matter, with the palpable 


Dependence thereof upon our received Principles; as it is /hame 


ful that there ſhould have been ſuch Reaſoning and ado, firſt fot 
preventing and then forioverturning the Act; ſo, the more Need 


| there ſhall be of having much /aid, for fatisfying Seceders about 


ws 
EW F 1 
| 
be * 
938 


um rr OO — 


ö Nil 
ite more df à Blot of Degeneracy muſt they bring apen ther 
/// c nth i, 
As to the Uſe now made of a Citation from Art. 20 oſ our 
Id Confeſſion, about the Extent of the Power of Eccleſiaſtical Fu | 
Witutories ; it is too viſible, from rhe Connection of the Argu- 
nent in the ninth Reaſon, that, under the Colour ot quarreluig | 
fith an imaginary Stretch of Power, there is an Eneroachment 
pon Presbyterian Principles, concerning the juſt Power and ſ 
inſtitution of Eccleſiaſtical Judicatories, as they ſtand in Oppo- | 
ron to Anarehy and Independency. Moreover, as the Brethren þ 
ive yet laboured in vain, to ſhow that the Sentence is ey wes WR” 
epugnent to the Word of God ; fo, it came out from the Synod, 
nan ifeſtly founded in and proven by the plain Word f GOD, as N 
nuch as any Act about any Cath could poſhbly be. 5 1 


_— 


For adverting hereunto, theſe Things are to be remembred. 
$----------The Act begins with a Propoſition, and proceeds in two 
incluſions therefrom. The Propoſition is, That“ a Swearing the 
religious Clauſe of ſome Burgels-Oaths, by any under the In- 
ſpection of the Synod, as the faid Clauſe comes neceſſarily in 
ne this Period to be uſed and applied, does not agree unto the 
e preſent State and Cireumſtances of the Teſtimony for Religion 
nd and Reformation, which the Synod, with thoſe under their In- 
a ſpection are maintaining; particularly, it does not agree unto, 
* nor conſiſt with an entring into the Bond for renewing our fo- _ 
ſlemn Covenants. * Now, let it be for once ſuppoſed, that the 
Fibove Propoſition is true; then it immediately and inevitably fol- 
bws, That the Synod have given out the two Concluſions made 
therefrom, duly proven by the plain Word of GOD. For, they 
have duly proven, that the preſent Teſtimony among Seceders, is 
agreeable to, founded in, and neceffarily ariſes from, the plain 
Word of God; as allo, that this is the Caſe with the Bond for 
renewing our Covenants: Wherefore, they have thus proven - 
nd the fr/? Concluſion, that it mult be a ful Thing, unſafe to the 
n Conſcience, for Seceders to ſwear diſagreeably to that Teſtimony, . 
& end inconſiſtentiy with that Bond; and thus alſo have they proven 
1 Concluſion, that it muſt be indiſpenſible Duty to take 
Jorder for the Remedy of ſuch an Evil, at the Admiſſion of thoſe 
toncerned into the Bond, as is preſcribed in the Het: And fo, 
+ Fall % is given out duly proven from Scripture, in the Proof of 
dur received Principles, which is to be taken for granted, 
The whole remaining Difficulty and Quarrel, then, mult be 
or about the foreſaid Propoſition :* But there is one Thing, concern- _.. 
ed Ing it, | which the Synod give dut duly proven from. Scripture, „ 
nn our Conſe//fon of Faith, Chap. xxil. Art. 4. viz. An Onthiig 
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_. Clauſe, about what is the plain and common Senſe of the Words, y 
2 Queſtion wholly about a Matter of Fadi, whether ſuch a By 


_ Eefſarily in this Period to be uſed and applied? Or, What 1s | 


| comes necefriy in thi Period to be gf abut and pple 


* wh hob | as | RAT ot TE 2 A 5. : | _ —_—_ 
Jo be taken in the plain and common Senje of the Words, witivu 


2 or mental Reſervation. And after this, what is Mg. 
in the ſaid Propoſition,” or in the-whole: Act,, that remains h ere 


» * 
* 


proven? ns, indeed but this Point, vis. That a Swearght® Re! 
the religions Clauſe, as it comes neceſſarily in this Period mo erw. 
uſed and applied, hath a Senſe and Meaning which is di ſagrecaſſſ d 


to the foreſaid Teſtimony, and inconſiſtent with the ſoreſaid Bond 
Now, the Queſtion here is wholly about the preſent Senſe of 1 J 
Zu 
bath. 
won | 
ear ir 
on thi 


it comes neceſſarily to be now uſed and applied; and ſo, it 


eſs, at ſuch a Time, did ſwear diſagrecably to the Teſtimay 
and inconſiſlently with the Bond. But ſuch a Point, about th tl 
Meaning of our Words, and about a Matter of Fact happen indie 
among us, is, in the Nature of the Thing, abſdlutely incapaſpreſen 
of: Ser eptwro-Provfe. . e 
It certainly never entred into any Body's Mind, to ſeek Scyyſpore, 
ture- Proof, That the Oath of Abjuration haniolagates the unit” F ! 
Conſtitution; and as litttle did it enter into any Body's Mind, M- 


the Aſſembly Anno 1638, to ſeek Scripture- Proof, that the MH the 


am. 
It 
ment! 
ſeſſion 
tal 0 
the - 
Eſtab. 
faid & 
ing tl 


tional Covenant, when it was firſt ſworn, abjured Pre/acy as we 
as Popery : For it would evidently be moſt alſurd to ſuppoſ 
that ſuch Points, about what is the /Meaninr and Matter of Fl 
in any Oath of human Compoſure, are to be any other wiſe & 
termined than by the Fudgment and Underſtanding, of Men; whi 
the only Uſe of Scripture in ſuch a Caf, is to — up the Lau 
Juine/s or Unlaufulneſs of the Thing. after once it is ſo detom 
ned what the Thing is. TO 
It is therefore very plain and obvious, that the Synod have g 
ven out their Act, manifeſtly proven by the plain Word of G O -- 
in every Point, except as to what is the preſent Senſe and Meaviden 
ing of the Words of the Oath in the religious Clauſe, which” 1. 
ouch à Point as is utterly incapable of ſuch Pro: in any OathEChur: 
. Wherefore, they have given out their A&, manifeſtly thus u Ace- 
ven, as much as any Act about any Oath, can poſhbly be. + Ofpo 
Again, as all the Quarrel with the Matter of the Act muſt nous 
- Evine to turn upon this Queſtion, How the ſuid Clauſe comes # Won 
of th 
with 


ently the plain and commsn Senſe of the Oath in that Clauſe ® Vi 


Synod might indeed be well: excuſed. from felling heir M. 2. 
with a Diſcuſſion and Explication of this Point; in regatiFfigne: 
may well be reckoned obvious enough toevery- Perſon who f Y there 

. Himſelf Leave to think ſoberly upon the Clauſe, that the fan 8 85 
tan 


Sire. 


— „ — „ n ſ— 
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Wecreol, as among the Hands of the eſtabliſhed Church, ſwearing 
WM Religion under that Form, with Approbation thereof, and no o- 
F NE: which is moſt plainly diſagrecable to the preſent Teſti- 
| j y among Seceders, and inconſiſtent with entring into the Bond. 


, But this Queſtion, about the preſent Senſe and Meating of the 
 Wath in its religious Clauſe, ſhall be ſomewhat further enlarged 


bon this very plain Subject: And fo the preſcnt Effay is for 
idicating the plain and common Senſe of the Words, which the 
eeſent Impoſer of the Oath not only may but muſt have, if he act 
Pot 85/urdly and ignarantly in the Adminiſtration thereof. Wheros 
| ore, | | | RE 
is 7, A preſent ſwearing the religious Clauſt of ſome Bur- 
#2/5-Oaths, doth neceſſarily contain a general and full Approbation 
of the preſent National Profeſſion and Eſtabliſhment ef Religion 
is among the Hand: of the eſtabliſhed Church. | 
It being immediately plain, that the Profeſſion of Religion 
Fa mentioned in the Clauſe is the National Proteſſion, of the Pro- 
 (flfelſion which is made by, and is among the Hands of, the Natie 
Abu ene / or eftabli/hed Church ; and it being immediately plain, that 
uche Aut horiſing or Eſtabliſhment mentioned in the Clauſe, is the 
t EVabliſhment which is given to, and is among the Hands of, the 
kid e/tabliſhed Church, in her Profeſſion : That a preſent ſwear- 
Wing the forefaid Clauſe, doth neceffarily contain a general and 


ident from the following obvious Conſtderations. 


ca" 1. The Oath is adminiſtrated 4) Members of the eſtabliſhed 
ah church, and generally unto Members of that Church, who are 
 pflieclared Approvers of the faid Profeſhon and Eſtabliſhment, ia 

poſition to the whole preſent Teſtimony againſt the Peſectia 
ons and Corruptions thereof: Wherefore a concurring with 
mem, as is expreſly done dy that Oath, in heir Acknowledament 


wich them in their Approbation of thele. © 
A 2. The Oath, in the religious Clauſe; muſt neceſſarily be de- 
al honed, for giving Confirmation or Aſſurance te the Inpoſers 


6% Hyd Sentence, 1111 


Ibgion, under the preſent Nation! Prafeſtol and Settlement © \ 


* 


«3; N 
A . I 


won here; not as if it were of.itſelf dark or dubioug,------but for 
| Wiring up the Miſt which has been ſo unaccountably raiſed > 


ul Approbation of this Profeſſion and Eitabliſhment, is moſt e« 


of the faid Profeſſion and Eſtabliſhment, muſt be a concurring | 


55 thereof, about the Swegrer'f cleaving to the true Religion: But 


Ahe cannot thereby give them any Affurance about this, further 


{ chan he gives them Aſſurance about what is his Profeſſion pf the, 


ig woe Religion; becauſe. n js only by what Proſeſſen he makes of 
5. -+ | ＋ it, 


= 


| 
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| luftration of . 
it, that his 2eaving unto it can be particularly meaſured my 
known. Now, as there is #0 77 ſet before him in thy 
Clauſe, but the preſent National Profeſſion under the civil Efte. 
bliſhnent ; therefore his ſwearing the Clauſe cannot paſſibly give 
any Aſſurance what is his Profeſſion, unleſs he thereby approve 


the faid Profeſſion and Eſtabliſkhmeat, ſo that otherwiſe his Oi 


muſt be in vain. ; | | 

3. The true Religion is not ſworn to in the Clauſe, abfirath, 
as indeed it eould not be, without great Ab/urdity and Sin; be- 
cauſe by the Words true Keligion, abſtractiy taken, there could 
be no Certainty, whether the Perſon means Proteſtaney, Popen, 
Judaiſm, Mahometaniſm, or Paganiſm. But as the ue Nelgin 
is defined in the Clauſe, by the pre/ent National Profaffion and 
Eſtabliſhment thereof; and as it comes there to be ſworn to with 


that Definition, or under that Form, it would thereſose be a Piece 


of glaring Ab/urdity and Deceit, to pretend that the Thing dif 
el is there ſworn to, without approving the Definition there uled, 


and the Rules by which it is there defined, viz. the foreſaid Pre 


feſſion and Eſtabliſhment ; for this would plainly be to ſwear with 


out approving the Oath. 


4. The Clauſe openly imports this 4/zrtion, That the trit 
Religion is preſently profeſſed in this Realm, and authoriſed by the 
Laws thereof : So that the Swearer does therein mention, acknow- 
ledge, and bear witneſi unto the preſent National Proſeſſion and 
Eſtabliſhment of Religion, without the leaſt Hint of finding any 
Fault with them: But what an abſurd and dreadful] Affair would 
it be to pretend, that ſuch a mentioning, acknowledging, and bo. 
ing witne/s unto theſe Things, ſolemnly before Go p, doth nat 
import an Approbation of them? | 

F. It is immediately plain, that the Thing approves of 1s 
the Thing authoriſe! Now, it is not the true Religion, imme 


diatelj or in itfelf, which is to be underſtood as the Thing auth» 
riſed; becaule the true Religion, immediately or in itſelf, can {0 


little derive or receive any Authority from human Laws, that a 
ny Conception of its doing ſo would be evidently b/a/phemzus. 


But it is the true Religion, mediately or in the ah National 
Profeſſion thereof, which muſt be underſtsod as the Thing axthr 


filed; wherefore it is immediately the ſaid Profeſſion which is 
authoriſed 1 And ſo, the Thing which muſt be underſtood s 


immediately aßproven of; is the preſent National Profeſſion ; and 


an Approbation of this, muſt neceſſarily include an Approbaum 
of the Eſtabliſament which it puts up with, | 


6. In ſwearing the Clauſe, a Perſon expreſly gives Aſſuranet, 
not only about his Principles of Religion, but alſo about his Pre 


8 Ja 
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5 8 the Synod"s Sentence, 147 ; 
Aſn of Religion, while he fays, I pROPESS: And as to what 
the Profeſſion is which he takes up in theſe Words, it can be 
nothing elſe but the preſent National Profeſſion : For it would be 
a moſt awful Juggling, to pretend that he means one Sort of Pro- 
ſeſſion, by the Words / profeſs, and another Sort of it, by the 
Words profeſſed in this Realm; while he utters all thaſe Words 
the in one Sentence, without the leaſt Mint of any different Mean- 
be- ing thereby. Wherefore, the Swearer expre/ly takes up the pre- 
wh ſert National Profeſſion, eonſidered under the preſent Eftablifh- 
en | ment, for his Profeſſion, without any Limitation or Exception; 
gin and ſo he cannot but thereby approve of them. 
nll 7. The Oath, in its religious Clauſe, is epenly of a genera} 
vin! Nature, a general Deed about Religion, offering a gerera! and 
iece M faithful Account of a Man's wle Proteſhon about Religion; ſo 
if © that it leaves 20 Room for aſcribing to him any Thing' e, any 
lei Thing more, any Thing eſ% of Profeſſion, than according to that 
p which is comprehended and exhibited in the Oath, viz. the pre- 
ith. / ent National” Profeſſion conſidered under the pre/ent Eftabliſh- 
ment; and when the Oath leaves Room for thing different or- 
true tantrary in the Matter, it cannot but approve of theſe. 
% Thus it is moſt evident, that the Oath muſt neceſſarily ap- 
ww. prove, not {imply the true Religion which is preſently pale 
aud in this Realm, and authoriſed by the Laws thereof, but lik eu iſe, 
any 3 firſt and immediately, that very Profeſſion and Eſtabli bent. 

oreover, the ſaid Apprebation is as evidently general a d full; 

60. iecing-the Oath is of a pexeral, uncxcepting Nature; and feein 
nat the {aid Profeſſion conſidered under the {aid Eſtabliſhment, is 

therein worn te, atopted and allowed with the Heart, for being 
bote at and defended to Life's End: This being an Approbati- 
ome en fo full, that evidently the Oath can mean nothing, if it mean 
not a ſwearing Enmity and Oppoſition, during Life, to the whole 
a ff preſent Teſtimony among Seceders, againſt the Deſections and 
it 4 1 of the foreſaid Profeſſion and Eſtablihment. And 
. , = 4 
u s Eco DT, The ſoreſaid Approbation of the preſont Nati- 
th onal Profeifion and Eſtablihment of Religion is neceſlarily an 
h Approbation of them in their pre/ent complex State. 13 
43 The Oath is ſo eſſentially of a current Nature, fili tab ing in 
andi its very Meaning from the pre/ent State of Religion in the fora- 
valll fail Profeſſion and Eſtabliſhment, fo as to be /ucce//irely altered, 
juſt according to the ſucceſſive Alteration of theſe Things; that 
the forefaid Approbation of them mult neceſſarily be in ey ing 
them ſtill as they preſently are; without any Regard to u hat they 
ance were, but according as may be ſtill found in what they fre- 
T 2 / ſeutly 
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ſenthy are: And the Oath is of ſuch a general and upexcepting 


tions and Gorruptions.. Thongs 


N 
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Nature, as mult approve of theſe Things in their preſent complex 


State. 


Now, the ſaid National Profeſſion being that which is made by 


tho national or eſtabliſhed Church, her preſent Profeſſion, in the 
complex State thereof, muſt be underſtood as comprehending er 
having incorporated with it, all theſe Defections and Corruption 


which the is charged with in the preſent Teſtimony among Sc- 
ceders ; ſo that the forefaid Approbation of her Profeſſion muſt 
be an Approbation of all theſe ; according ta what has been evi. 
denced before, Pages 76, 77, 78, and 79. | 


It would be very abſird and erroneous, to diſtinguiſh betyixt 


her Profeſſim and Practice; with a Pretence that the ſaid Deſec- 


tions and Corruptions belong only to her Practice, fo as not toi 


be approved in approving her Profeſſion : - For, as the Profeſſion 
{ignitied in the Oath, by the Words preſently profeſſed, and which 
is here treated of as approven thereby, is directly her /ubjeTine 
Profeſſion, or that which ſhe actual) mates; the fereſaid Appro- 


| bation of this Profeſſion, whether the Word be taken in a narroy 


or large Senſe, mult evidently be an approving of all theſe Defec- 
the Word were to be taken in its 
narrow Senſe, as meaning enty her doctrinal Profeſſion ; yet all 
the heinous Evils which ſhe is charged with in Matters of Go/þel- 
doctrine, are Evils which epenly lie in this Profeſſion ; and as to 
the other Deſections and Corruptions in the prevalent Courſe of 
her publick Management, theſe are. Evils which openly cleave 
unto this Profeſſion, depriving it of the Soul and Efficacy, the Sa- 
vour and Ornament, which it ought to have from a /i:tub/s 
Courſe of publick Management, ſo as to make it openly a vead 
and rotten Profeſſion, as in Tzt, 1. 16. Wherefore ſtill, the ge- 


neral and full'Approbation of her Profzſſion muſt evidently 4. 


prove of all theſe Deſections and Corruptions, becauſe it 12 
juſtihes her Profeſſion from the Charge of being thereby vitiated, 
and rendered an unde Profeſſion. —-—- But further, If the Word 
be taken, as it ought to be, in its large and ordinary Senſe, in- 
cluding beth Horus and Works, as to the publick Language and 
Effect thereof; her Prefeſſion mult comprehend all theſe Defecti- 
ons and Corruptions. For they make up the prevelent Courſe of 


her publick Management, having a publick Language and Effect, 
to the Diſhonour of Chriſt and his Cauſe; fo that they mult be 
And likewiſe, it is by the due Prefeſ/imn 


Evils of her Profeſſion. | 
of a Church, that ſhe is the Pillar and Ground of the Truth, 1 Lin. 


iii. 15. as manifeſting, ſupporting, and maintaining the Truth: 


Wherefore theſe Delections and Coruptions, as they all concur 


* ++ = 


| the Synochs Sentence. © 1 
7 | is darkning, everthrowing, and burying the Truth, as to the Doc. 
x trines and Ordinances of Chriſt, muſt therefore be Evils of hel. 
N Profeſſion. Of ö 
yl Moreover, what is it we muſt underſtand, in general, by the 
actual Profe ſion of a Church, if we would mean agreeably ta 
ar Scripture or Reaſon ? It is juſt the pablick Declaration; Exhibi. 
nl ti-n, and Repreſentation which ſhe makes to the World of the 
© Truths, Doctrines and Ordinances of Chriſt, in the whole pre- 
& Þ valent Courſe of her publick Management; or, in other Words, 
1. it is the public Teſtimony which ſhe maintains for Chriſt and his 
| Cauſe, in Oppoſition“to the Errors and Abominations of the 
xt Time: But the foreſaid DeteStions and Corruptions do all con- 
- | cur in marring and corrupting what Declaration, Exhibition and 
to Repreſentation the eſtabliſhed Church makes, or what Teſtime- 
on ny ſhe maintains, that Way; wherefore they mult all be Evi/s 
ch F her Profeſſion. Again, it is by the Management of the Cburch, 
% in her judicative Capacity, that the Suthority and Government of 
o- Zior's King is repreſented and manifeſted among Men, accordin 
7 || to P/al. cxxii. 5. Fer. iii. 17. But the foreſaid Defections 2, ' 
6. Corruptions are all chargeable upon the Management of the eſta- 
its I bliſhed Church in her judicative Capacity; wherefore they are all 
all I chargeable upon the Profeſſon which the makes of the Authorit 
el. and Government of Z7on's King, and ſo muſt all be Evils of her 
to Profe//ion. In the next Place, the public Standards that have 
of been received in a Church, are her Profeſſion only objectively, or 
ve the Matter profeſſed ; but as to the Profeſſion. /uvjedtively, or the 
a» ¶ preſent actual Profeſſion of the eſtabliſhed Church, which is the 
% Thing now treated of, what mult it ſignify in general? It muſt 
ad ſigniſy juſt what preſent actual Maintenance of theſe Standards ſhe 
2 is making in her publick Capacity and Courſe of Management; 
* $10 that theſe ancient Standards can no way be reckoned a Teſt of 
ly I ber preſent actual Profeſſion, any farther than ſhe is thus &dually 
ed, maintaining and ſupporting them: But the ſoreſaid Defections 
rd and Corruptions do all concur, as an open Courſe of ſubverting 
in. and back/liding from theſe Standards; whereſore they muſt all be. 
nd Evil, of her Profeſſion And thus, our ancient publich Standard; 
are by no Means a proper Teſt and Bond of the actual Profeſſion | 
of JN of the eflabliſhed Church in her preſent Situation, which isahe 
&, . general Ground of the preſent Seceſſion from her,-------as is large- 
be ly maniſeſted by Mr. Wilſon, in his Defeuce, Chap, i.------ And 
n incther, an open maintaining and avowing of attained- to Reforma- 
N. N tien, mutt certainly belong to the Prof? on of a Church: But 
1: ¶ the ſorcſaid Defections and Corruptions do all concur to make up 
ur n open Courſe, in the eſtabliſied Church, of backſiiding 1 7 
- » an i 1 


— 


4 
; 
| 
} 
A 
N 
1 


160 |  Dliflration of FR 
and burying Reformation onee attained to; wherefore they mu 
all be 9 f her Profeſſion. 1 

Thus it is plain, that the preſent Profe ſſon of the National 
Church in he comp.cx State thereof, mult be underſtood as con. 
prehen ling or having incorporated with it, all theſs Defeftions an 
Corruptious which ihe is charged with in the preſent Teſtimony x. 
mong Sece erg; fo that the general and full Approbation of hr 
Pfofe iin mutt be an Approbation of 4 the/e. 

Again, the preſent National Hſtubliſbment of Religion in the 
g2Mp/ex State thereof, muſt be underſtood as comprehending or las prell 
ving incorporated: with it, all the/s Fvils of the Tas civil Go- 
vernment which are complained of in the preſent Teſtimony a. 
mong Sece:/ers. For all thete Evils are openly concerning Relig 

jon, to the Prejudice thereof; wherefore they mult neceſſari] 

be conlidered as public, Sores taking Place in, and publick Wanl 
given unto, the foreſaid Fita-liſhment of Religion-; And fur- 
ther, all theſe Evils are (till anreformed ; ſo that they mult neceſ- Eſtal 
farily be conſidered as IVounds ſtill remaining and Sores ſtill runs 
ning in the ſaid Eſtabliſhment. Wherefore all theſe Evils mult I Clau 
be underſtood as comprehended in or incorporated with the faidf,gj } 
Eſtabliſhment in its preſent complex State; fo that the genernl];,q | 
and full Approbation of this &/tabliſhment, muſt be an Approby- emp, 
tion of all 1he/e. 5 | 

Moreover, as to open Matter of Fact. the ſoreſaid Proſeſſion Sece 
generally complies with the Eſtabliſhment, in its preſent complex Whliſh: 
State; and this Eſtabliſhment is a general Sa/e-guard, Support Bliyyy - 
and Defence of the Profeſſion, in its preſent complex State :Wfahj; 
| Wherefore the foreſaid Evils of both are fo complex and inter. Wen 6 
wovon, that all theſe mult come to be approven of, in the gene- 
ral and full Approbation of each. 

Now, the foregoing Concluſins, about all the publiek Evil: ol 
Church and State which we teſtify againſt, their being homolo u! 
gated or appraven of by a preſent ſearing the religious Claultſſ 
ef ſome Buroeſs-Oaths, are openly inevitab'e. And indeed thefſy 
whole is very obvious, from this one Gon/7Jaration, That as thüOath 
is a Time of gereral and grawing Defection, both in Church and 
State, ſo as a publick formal Teſtimony againſt it ought to be 
ſtendily maintained; therefore a general Cath about the pre/enlii 
State of Religion in this Church and Nation, not including the 
leaſt Hint of finding any ſpecial Fault therewith, mult includes con / 
Hnful Silence on that Occaſion about the ſame, which mult nate 
|  Fount unto an homologating or approving all the publick Evil for 
I, © thetcof that are teſtihed againſt in the Sece ion. 1 | 
11 
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Thus it has been cleared, how the ſoreſaid religious Clauſe © 
tomes neceſſarily in this Period to be uſed and applied. And, upon 
al me whole, theſe two Things in general are moſt obvious. On 
u. the one Hand the Oath, in preſently twearing that Clauſe, hath. 
ua very fnful Deficiency of Reduplication; becauſe, though it be 
& directly a genera! Deed about Religion, ſo as it muſt, in the Na- 
er ture of the Thing, exclude what it doth not cemprehend about the 
State of Religion, yet it cannot come up te or conprehen the 
the preſent Teſtimony among Seceders ; ſee ing the Clauſe doth not ex- 
Its prelly renounee any Thing but P#pery,-----and ſceing the preſent 
Teſtimony among Sece lers doth not belong unto the preſent 
National Profeſfion and Ejtabliſhment of Religion which the Oath 
encrally verſant about. But it was otherwiſe in former Pe- 

nods of genera! Refermation ; becauſe then, all the Teſtimony 
of the Day, if not exprefly comprehended in the Clauſe, was yet 
ſo materially, when belonging to the then National Profeſſion and 
cel. ¶ Eſtabliſament which the Clauſe did reduplicate upon. But, 
n en the other Hand, the Oath, in preſently ſwearing the religious 
Clauſe, hath a very ſinful Redup/ication upon the preſent Natio- 
id ne! Profe ion and Eftabliſoment of Religion, containing a general 
eral and full Homologation or Approbation of them, in their preſent 
obs umplex State: So that / the publick Evil, De ſections and 

I Corruptions of Church and State which are teſtified againſt in the 
ſhon Seceffion, (ſeeing they all belong to the faid Proteſſion and Eſta- 
plex Bbliſhment, and (though not to the true Religion, yet) to the In- 
port Niury which the true Religion ſuffers, under that Proſe hon and Ke 
ate : ſtablihment).- -----are openly homologated, or juſtified and apre- 
nter. Iven of, by that Oath. | 1 
And thus, the ſaid Oath ftands in full and direct Oppoſition un- 


ene · 

„ . fo as to be materially a , Abjuration of, the whole pre- 
* t Teſtimony in the Seceſſion, as it is diſplayed againſt theſe 
nol | ; 


Wick Evils and Abominations of the Time; yea, even as it 
E dands dilplayed, in a Way of Seceſſion, againſt the practical Im- 
pralities and Viees of the Age: Beeaule if, according to the 
dath of the religious Clauſe, the eſtabliſhed Church be maintain- 
nd hg a due Profe/jion, or a due Teſtimony for Chrift and his Cauſe ; 
hen, as there ovght net to be any Teſtimony againſi her, there 
upht to be no Seceſſion from her, nor any Teſtimony maintained 
n a Way of Seceſſion. And accordingly, the {aid Oath is as much 
nconſiſtent with the Bund for renewing our Covenants; as an open 
ult 2 naterial abjuring of the Seceſſion- Teſtimony is inconfiftent with 
formal avouching thereof. Wherefore what is afſerted in the 
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5 Sy nec Sentence, FI the Nature of a wat Foc el 
. 1 Clauſe, is very plain and certain. 


next Place, the e/tabliſhed Church and her preſent actual Pro 
are, in the Nature of the Thing, wholly in/eparable ; ande 


But moreover, in Agrocableneſs to what has been ſhown © Pr "A | 
ready, a preſent ſwearing af that Clauſe muſt þe a ſwearing ela 
and con/tant Communion with the eſtabliſhed Church. For, Teri ( 
it is a [wearing uly i in her Favour againſt the Seceſ on,” WW - 
be a ſwearing Fly in Behalf of that Communion : As, tn thellh 


fore the ſwearing, that one profeſſes, and ſhall abide at and defend „ 


this her Profeſſion, mult be a ſwearing that he proſeſſes, ant 


fentence, in the ſeveral Parts thereof, concerning the religious 


to his Life's End, this her Profeſſion, or Religion conſidered In 


ſhall abide at and defend the fame, with her, in the ſoreſaid Ci Jer 
munion. And this might be further inſtructed, by ſundry Aru 
ments taken from a Conjunction ini the Oath with the Members of 
the eſtabliſhed Church. Nor can it be of any Moment here, tf 
object, That Seceders are well known, at their ſwearing the Oatly 
not to be of the Communion of the eſtabliſned Church, or Ap; 


pProvers of her publick Caſe and Courſe ; for this can never alter Neri 


the plain Nature of the Oath, and it can only mean, that they 
arc then known to be openly difembling and contradicting their cui 
Profeſſion. 


And thus, According to all that has been new ſaid, the $ynoly 


Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, is evidently moſt juſt and necefuy 
And tho? the preciſe Sulject of the Sentence, viz. a preſeit 
Swearing the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, by Seccitr,, 
43 the ſuid Clauſe comes neceſſarily in this Period to be uſed and qt. 
Plied, is a Thing which had not properly a Parallel in any fot 
mer Periods ; yct, by all Parity of Reaſon, the Synod's Condy® 
about that Matter is in the old Paths, where is the good Way, 
that they have walked in a Way Caft up, and gone forth by i 
Footſteps of the Fleck. 

That this eminently holds, with reſpe& to the Example 0 


the Church of Scotland in her laſt reforming Period, bath bee 0 
diſcovered already, Pages 50, 51, 52, 75, 78, 80. And it # rt 
eminently holds with reſpect to Scripture Example and Rule, in Fay ; 


Hef. iv. 15. Though thou Iſrael play the harlot, yet let not ul 


end, and come not ye unto Gilgal, neither go ye up to Bein 
And 
NoR SWEAR, TAE LORD TLIVE TI. the 


mm Fonte or two Churches, in reſpect of publick formal Comm . 
| * | H wo Kingdom of the ter Triles; ſo that of Judah vas 


—— — ” 


As to Iſrael and Judah, they were of &/tind ceclefi afiical 05 


ion: And, as that of Iael was the Church of the Mal 


\ i 


} C eld 


e Hol Sentence. R: 
or che meh. in the Kingdom of the dit 4700 = 
"7 15 two Churches were ere of one Religion, 5698 M1 
| was materially the true Religion'which took Pas * 
Further, the CHurch of the Majority in cel Wag 
„5 ed F erupt ; as indeed che Root of their publitk Coy rup⸗ 
lg 7 jor 0 did y in their being of any diſtinct Church fate from Judah, |. 
be rönſidering the 8 Situation of the viſible Chtuch under the 
of 22 $ that their een, Pr 72 Non and E Mar, 
Sent of ge were exceeding] oY corrupt, in 2 Way of 2: 
My of or Vom und mo unto the juſt Order, Purity, and 175 
u bande of divine and agiont 6 which had been once, 
nd Iained'to and de ; and thus, the true Religion did RR / 
"lf my -awful Injury, de their naticnal Profeſſion and Bfta- 
thereof: But the Church of the Maſotity in. Furah 
of e in a State of religious Seceſſion from them, inaſmuch as 
bey were ſtill adhering to the Temple at Jeruſalem, according 
Wo the juſt Order and Purity of divine Worſhip and Inſtitutions 
were. And theſe Things are ſo plain, from the Current of 
deripture, that they need not here be further inſifted upon. 
TIDE, im the foregoing Text. > rn is Called io ſtand faſt i in 
t State of religious Seceſſion, ſo as not to H mboliſe with them 
in b their corrupt Caſe and Courſe. Particulaily the Call is, not 
v ſymboliſe with them in religious fwearing,------ Nor ſwear, The 
ons 2 lrveth. This Oath, The Lord liveth, was, in other Cir- 
wy eumiſtances, commanded, as in Jer. iv. 2. And as that Oath | 
ents of a general Nature, it bchoved, in due Circumſtances, to 
ee a general Avouchment of the ag, God, con rehending an 
1% frouchment of and Engagement unto all that Worſhip and theſe 
fqr- Inſtitutions by which he was manifeſted, and in the Oblervancs 
dul whereof he was to be ackuowleg#e1, as the living God, in Oppo- 
ion to the dead Idols of the Nations: And ſo it behoved rg 
- an Oath  homologating the publick Profe Non and E [tablijhment 
wh; v1gg of the {rving God. 
to is Oath is here forbidden in ConjunSion with thoſe of 
* ſhe corrupt Church of M ael at Gilgal and Bet huren. And it 
1 8 forbidden, as an Oath which behoved, in theſe Circumſtan- 
ces, to have a Falſeneſs in it, according to Fer. v. 3. Tho they 
22 De Lord liveth, ſurely they fivear falſely. Even the very: 
„Jo would have a Falſeneſs | in it, as the Text expreſly denotes, - 
Aud it is impoſſible to conceive how the, Oath 1t/elf could, in 
| (ele Circumſtances, have a Falfeneſs in it, apy other Way 
nul bm as, in theſe Circumſtances, it was an Oath. generally homage - 
17 ae the corrupt Profeſſion and e &* e 8 
Irael, 1 har ant +; 
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* | Pat Gigol and Beerſbebu. And that this was really the Caſe, ap. 


cumſtances, Ans viii. 14. They—ſwear by the Sin gf Samariy 


- ſtructed of and forbidden, merely from the Circumſtances off 


about Religion, in the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-oaths, I 


Profeſton and Eſtalliſpnent of Religion, in their preſent conplex I 


| Synod. But how unreaſonably 


in the Synod, of an Opinion anent the Allegiance, ts our preſent 
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Ed him at. Bethaven and Dan, and the Manner of his Worſk; 
pears from the Paraphraſe given of the Oath in the foreſaid Ci gt 
and ay, Thy Ged, © Dan, lives „ and the. Manner oftÞpcertheby 


liveth. | 5 e 
g 1 j 3 g v1 / C i: N14 234-Y © 5 1 
Now, if the ſaid general Oath about Religion was thus on, 


ſwearing it in the forcſaid Conjunction with thoſe of the corrupt e 
Church of 1/-ae! ; it is ſtill more evident, that the general Oath; 


ought in like manner to be conſtructed of and forbidden, as the 
8ynod have done; becauſe, over and above the preſent ſimilar 
Circumſtances of {wearing it, it expreſly takes up the nationakll 


Slate. | | 
VVV 


It may not be improper to conclude this Appendix with ſome Ii 
further Remarks upon the eig and tenth Reaſons, in Paga 
88, 89, 100, 101, and 102. | WITT 

As the Synod's Scntence cannot be got any Hit of by fair 
Reaſoning ; fo, of all the Artifices which have been uſed againſt 
it, the one molt bare-fac'd, and which contains the bareſt Fetch, 

is that of attacking upon the Head of the Allegiance to our pre- 
ſent Sovereign, in the foreſaid Reaſons : For this can ſtand in 
no particular Connection with the Affair of the Sentence, and 
can have no better Tendency here, than to get Amends of the 
y are loaded with the Inſinu- . 
ations upon that Head, has beeft declared in their Anſiuers to 


' theſe Reaſons. However, a few Things ſhall be added, farfiyi 
diſcovering how the. Synod are there {zjured, and the Reader 


impoſed upon. IP 
It is moſt injurious to bring out the general Charge againſt any 


Sovereign, contrary to the Teſtimony and Principles which we pri 
Feſs to hold; when all the Reg alledged of this Charge 1s, 
that as to what is commonly called the Allegiance, and is de- Ii 
clared againſt in our profeſſed Teſtimony and Principles, they 
are not ſo myſterious as to ſee how it becomes right enough, mere- 
ly by being laid in a Burgeſs-08th. And the Brethren have more t ex 
Reaſon to take with the Charge of an Opinion in this Matter c. 


#rary to the Teſtimony and Principles which we profeſs to hold: Al 


For, vn! 
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„Por, That the Afociate Precbytery in wg their Acts have ever " 
Nein (what is here called) a ſimple Allegiance unlauſul, ab- 
ching from the. Adam poſing the Jame,---is ſo far from holding, 
What belide their reaſoning againſt it from the Act impoſing the 
me, the Strength of their Reaſoning did lean to the Nature of the. 
Path itſelf, compared with the Burial of our Govenant-allegriance 
of y the Act reſeiſſory, as is explained by Mr. Wilſon, from the , 
ptWords of the Teſtimony, in his Defence, Pages 319, 320: 
It is alſo moſt injurious, to argue againlt the Synod, That 
te King's defending and ſecuring the true Religion, caunot be fi. 
Wed to be U juſt Limitation of our Oath of Allegiance to him, js as 
y make it unlawful to fwear Allegiance, unleſs he be employòd in 
WH Defence thereof: For there was no Keafſen to ſuppoſe, that 
er ſuch an Opinion entred into the Mind of any in the Sy- 
xd: And as an Oath of Allegiance, upon due Occaſion and 
eceſſity, cannot, in the Opinion of any body, require any bet- 
Limitation than Subjection and Obedience doth ; ſuch a li- 
Witing of Subjection and Obedience to the Sovereign by his re- 
me Nous Qualifications, is directly contrary to the declared Prin- 
es Files of all in the Syned, as they openly adhere to what they 
| ſve declared on that Head, in the Anſwers to Mr. Nairn. But 
fair ther than not have the Synod diſcredited on this Head, it mult 
nk I done as by an Argument in the tenth Reaſon, amounting to 
ch. Ris groſs Abſurdity, That it would infer great Ingratitude, to make 
pre- 127 to fwear Allegiance to the King, unleſs he be employed in 
din Defence of the true Religion, when he is appearing remarkably 
and the Defence of it. | 3 
[ the ] But, again, the Reader comes here to be much impoſed up- 
The plain Caſe of our Covenant-allegiance is darkned by an 
onſiſtent and dangerous Maze of I Nets For that Caſe 
Niouſly amounts to this, That our Reformers did thereby 
ar, that as their main Aim was to act in the Preſervation and 
lence of the true Religion and Liberties of the Kingdoms, ſo 
were reſolved to preſerve and defend the King's Perſon and 
thority, as far as the Cauſe of his Perſon and Authority could 
fiſt with arid be ſubordinate to that main Aim: And there- 
e it was properly an Allegiance, according to our received View 
"Wt, in the Teſtimony arid Confeſſion of Sins; and our Reformers 
reby deſigned a limited or circumſcribed Oath of Allegiance” | 
the King; and it was a complete Allegiance, fo as (though * 
© <preſling, according to the Citation in the Cloſe of Reaſon 
er cen: Jh, yet) comprehending all thoſe Duties to the King which 
bold: Allegiance ought to do: And thus an Argument can be 
Fo un from our Covenant-allegiance, againſt all Allegiance, which- 
. a a | U 2 © HE * 


cumſtantiate, is a cuite other Subject. As to which it ſhall oi 
ly be obſer veg here, That, in the tenth Paragraph of the tent 


Caneluſion... 


ef 


ends in the ſame- Limitation. And as to the Argument of or Se: 


Covenanters {wearing another Allegiance, it ſhould have been an: 
proven, both that they did ſo after ſwearing the Covenant-alle. Pe 


© glance, and that this would not have been ſuperfluous Swearing, NY © 


Wherefore the new Shyle now uſed, the new Diſtinction now made, | © | 
and the new HBedlrine now advanced, upon this Head, muſt fall 


to the Ground ; as contrary to our received Principles on that © 


Subject, in the Teſtimony, Page 39. and in the Confeſſion-of Singh © 


Page 101. And indeed, it muſt look. ſtrange among Seceder; | th 


to have a Diſtin&ion coined as at preſent, betwixt an Aſſurance} eij 

and an Aliegiance: All the proper Tendency whereof is o © 

impoſe on the Mind, and to countenance a vain Repetition of | * 

Oaths; wile an Aſſurance and an Allegiance cannot really, nat“ 

in the Nature of the Thing, be different. | 4355 
Moreover, as to what is here called the ſimple Allegiantt, 

(which, ir. our received Style, is called a general Oath of Al 

legiance), we are told, that our Anceſtors have determined in the 

Matter; ard accordingly a Citation is pretended to be brought in 

theie Words, Vo honeſt Miniſter or Chriſtian would {cruple to take a 

ſimple Ailerionce: And for this we are referred, but in general 

to the Apologetical Relation, upon the Head of the Oath of Sy 

premacy ; whereas it ſhould be called, upon the Head of th 

Oath of Alleviaice, in its civil and. eccleſiaſtical Supremacy : 

But, after turning over upwards of 140 Pages of fmall Pri 

in the Place referred to, the Words are found thus: There i 

no Miniſter er Chriſi*un who would ſcruple at the taking of the 

pure Cathof Allegiance. Now, what is there called the pure Oat 

of Allegiance, (in oppoſition to the Mixture of eccleſiaſtical du 

premacy in the Oath of Allegiance that was framed at the Ref 

ſtoration), is the Allegiance that our Anceſtors had ado with 

befire the Reſloration, which is repeted in the tenth Sectia ij 

that Bock; an Oath which has the Subject thereof particulal 

defined and circumſcribed, being an Oath upwards of twenty Tim 

as large as the preſent general Allegiance. Wherefore the Pra 


tice of our Anceſſons in the Matter of that Oath, or the fore 


Aid Quotation about it, cannot poſſibly be a Determination 4 
bout the preſent Czie, further than this in general, That 
Oath of Allegiance is lawful. And who diſputes this? Wil 
diſputes, that the Frinciples of Subjection and Qbedience whK 

a Man may /ay, hd may alſo ſwear, upon due Occaſion and Ni 
ceſſity ? But the Lawfulneis of this or that particular Oath . 
Allegiance, in reſpect of how it is worded, qualified, and lf | 
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| | KL \ Concluſſon, N | / N 44, 
our Section of the Apologetical Relation, where the Oath of Allepis. 
een B ance framed at the Reſtoration is impugned, even as to the eros 


tle. Part of it, becauſe of the Generality thereof, it is ſaid, „AI f 
ng, © Divines and Caſuiſts do grant, That an Oath muſt be taken 
ade, in his Senſe and Meaning in whoſe Favours, er for whoſe Sake 
fall“ and Safety it is coneeived, and who tendereth it; and there- 
that # * fore it is not only lauful, but neceſſary, to enquire what Senſe 
ing © the Acts and Actings of Parliament do put upon it.” And 
r, this Concluſion ſhall be ſhut up with another Citation from the 
eighth Paragraph thereof, viz. * Oaths being Matters about 

« which much Tenderne/s and Carefulneſs ought to be uſed, it 
no} © becomes Miniſters to look well to this. eſpecially in 8 


* 


+ © Time when Snares abound.” 
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| ＋ HAT William Gray is to print a New Edition of 7eſephus's 


- wah - 
9 . „ „ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


\ * 


Hiſtory from the beſt Edition extant, with Maps, and 
likewiſe Bennet's Memorial of Britain's Deliverances ; any who 
incline to have a Copy, or Copies thereof, muſt ſubſcribe for 
them in Time, for he is to print no more than what are ſubſcrib- 
ed for. | 1 | 

Propoſals for each of them are to be had at his Printing- 
houſe ; and at ſeveral Bookſellers Shops in Town and Coun- 
try. 5 9 8 
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